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BCTYN, ABO ICTOPIA MPOEKTY

AK XKIHKM po3yMitoTb 6e3neky? 3 LbOoro NUTaHHA MW NOYanu Noao-
POX Bif BilHU A0 Mupy Lie 2020 poky. Toai npeacTaBHULI BCECBITHLOI
mepexi PeacelWomen Across the Globe, odhic AKoi po3TaloBaHum
y LLiBenuapii, 3BepHynuca 10 xapkiBCbKoi o6nacHol dyHaauil «Fpo-
MaZCbKa afibTEPHATNBA» 3 NPOMO3NLIEI NPOBECTMU 3YCTPIUi 3 XKIHKa-
MU, SIKi XMBYTb Y JlyraHcbKii, [IoHeLbKin Ta XapKiBCbKin 06nacTsx, 30-
Kpema B MicTax No6nu3y NiHii po3mexyBaHHA. Taki 3ycTpiui Bigdynucs
B Kpamatopcbky, Cnos'sHCbKy, CEBEPOAOHELbKY Ta XapKoBi. ToAi wwe
TPMBaB KapaHTWH, | MU PO3MiPKOBYBasK, L0 NMOBIPHilLe: 3aXBOPITK
Ha COVID-2019 uu BinHa. Y BepecHi KOBif 3AaBaBCA NEBHILION 3arpo-
3010, Hi)X NTOBHOMACIUTa6He BTOPrHEHHS.

lLle Tomi, 2021 poky, y po3MoBax Mu 3po6UNM BIAKPUTTS, L0 6e3-
neka — He abCTpakLid, a LiNKOM MPOCTi Peyi: CBITNO Ha BEUiPHIX BY-
NNLAX UM BBIYIMBE 0BCYrOBYBAHHA B MEANYHIN KNiHILi 6€3 AucKpu-
MiHYBaHHA 3a CTATTIO, BIKOM, CTAaHOM BPa3nunBOCTI. (YUaCHML HaWUX
3yCTpiyel 3a3Havanuy, Wo NAen NoXunoro Biky, Noaen 3 iHBaniaHi-
CTto Ta BI/1-iH(DiKOBaHMX [IBYAT YACTO LibKYHOTb | HE BAXatoTb HafaBa-
TV im nocnyru.) Todi BUHUKNA CRIBMPALSA M OpraHi3aLisimu, Wo AilTh
B IHTEpecax XIHOK y CXifHMX 0bnacTtax YKpainu, Ta mepexeto PWAG.

INTRODUCTION, OR THE STORY
BEHIND THE PROJECT

How do women understand safety? It was back
in 2020, when this question set us off on our jour-
ney from war to peace. Back then, the representa-
tives of the PeaceWomen Across the Globe from
Switzerland offered the Kharkiv Regional Foundation
‘Public Alternative’to host meetings for women living
in Luhansk, Donetsk, and Kharkiv regions, as well
as in the cities along the demarcation line. Conse-
quently, such meetings took place in Kramatorsk,
Sloviansk, Severodonetsk, and Kharkiv. At that time,
the quarantine was still in force, and we were
weighing the probable chances of getting sick with

COVID-19 or facing the war. In September, COVID
still seemed like a more certain threat than a full-
scale invasion.

It was in 2021 when we, through all our dis-
cussions, fathomed out the idea of safety. We re-
alised that it's not an abstraction, but rather a set
of simple, understandable things: having streets lit
at night or receiving polite medical service without
gender, age, or susceptibility discrimination (during
our meetings, some participants noted that elder-
ly people, people with disabilities, and young
HIV-infected women are often mistreated and re-
fused services). This led to cooperation between the
PWAG network and several organisations protecting



Lle 6yno o 24 notoro 2022 poky. A nicns... Ak 3a3Haunna B 0fHOMY
3 IHTepB'10 yyacHMUA 3ycTpiven KatepnHa XaHeBa: «)XXnTTa 4o Ta nic-
na. Akum BoHO 6yae? BiliHa yBipBanacs y CMokiHe XUTTS MUTTEBO —
HACTINbKM, WO HABITb MOTPi6eH 6YB AKMICL Yac, abu YCBIAOMUTH Te,
1o cTanocs. | ycBifoOMNEHHA NPUNLLIIO TIEI MUATI, KONM OCTAHHIN Mo-
134 AABHO NOKUHYB [IOHELbKY.

KniouoBolo noTpe6oto 1 3aCafiol0 BIKMBAHHA HA MOYATKY MOBHO-
MaclwTabHOro BTOPrHeHHa Pocii B YKpaiHy 6yN0 niagTpumyBaTy 38'A30K.
Halue mepexyBaHHS B NPOEKTI CTano TyT Y NPUrOAI: MU KOHTaKTyBanu
3 opraHizauiamu i3 CeBepoaoHeLbka, CNOB'AHCbKA, MOKPOBCbKa, CBATO-
ripcbka, Kpamatopcbka, XapKoBa Ta IHWUX MICT, IKi 3a3Hann MacoBa-
HOrO yaapy BiA POCINCbKOT apMiT; AesiKi 3 HUX Ni3Hile 6ynn OKynoBaHi.
MonepeAHE 3HANOMCTBO MOPOAXKYBANO BUCOKMIA PIBEHb A0BIPY, TOX
MOXHa 6yNo LWBMAKO 3i6paTit 3anUTW Bif aKTUBICTOK LLOAO NOTPED Xi-
HOK Y NPUPOHTOBKX PanoHax i CNPsIMYBaTK NyMaHiTapHy A40NOMOry
BiA Mepexi PWAG. Konu noyanacs noBHOMAcWTabHa BiMHA, aKTUBICT-
KW L€l Mepexi npoBoannu y LBeiuapii Mapwi nigTpumku, wob 3i6pa-
TV KOWTW HAa AOMOMOTY.

Hac Typ6yBano NuTaHHS: Ui 3MiHUNA LA XBUNSA BIHM NOTPe6M Xi-
HOK W0A0 6e3neku, Npo AKi My AizHanucs we 2021 poky? 3micToB-
HO Hi, NPOCTO BCI NOTPe6W 3aroCTPUNNCSA Yepes BUHUKY CUTYaLlito,

NiABULLNANCA PU3MKK, NMOB'A3aHI 3 HE3a40BONEHHAM 6a30Bux (36e-
PeXEeHHs XUTTA, BOAA, DKa, NePBUHHA MeANYHA [OMNOMOra) Ta iHINX
notpe6 (BTpaTa )uTNa, pyiiHyBaHHA XNUTTEBOrO NPOEKTY, PO3/YKaA 3 Pif-
HUMU, BHYTPILIHE NepeMmilleHHa Tolwo). 1o uMX npobnem Aoaanuca Bu-
371 IHOK 32 KOpAOH (nepeBaxHo 3 AiTbMM), AUCKPUMIHALLIA YOMOBIKIB
yepes 3a60pOHy BMI3aY 3a KOPAOH I, BIAMOBIAHO, PO3NYUYEHHS CiMen
y 3B'A3KY 3 LMM. 3piC TaKOX PU3UNK MHOXWHHOT AUCKPUMIHALIT fiBYAT
(HacunbCTBO), NtoAEN NITHBOTO BiKY Ta NtoAeit 3 iHBanigHicTio (iMmo-
BINbHICTb UM 0BMEXEHA MOBINbHICTb, 3aNEXHICTb Bi IHIINX YNEHIB po-
[VHK). HagBaxnnBY ponb y i cuTyaLlii Bigirpasanu meaia, 0co6imso
KOMYHIKaLjif Yepe3 coLianbHi Mepexi, Xoua BNAMB TPaauLinHux 3Ml
Ta Npeccnyx6 OopraHiB BNaau He BapTO HefooOLiHOBATU. IHGOpMy-
BaHHSA, PO3'ACHEHHS, Y3TOMKEHHS [ii, 3HMKEHHA Hanpyru Ta Mobini-
3alisl HaCeNeHHs CNPUANN CTINKOCTI B CYCMINbCTBI HA Pi3HUX PIBHAX.
Oco6n1BO BApTO BIA3HAUMTM HAMAraHHSA MedINHUKIB BUCBITNOBATH
noail BiANOBIAHO 0 €TUYHUX CTAHAAPTIB — IK XYPHANICTCbKUX, TaK
| 3aranbHONOACbKUX.

Mepwum WoKom Ansa YKpaiHu Ta CBITOBOT CMiNbHOTK CTanu nogii
B Byui — MmicTi B KuiBcbkint o6nacti (6yno okynosaHe 3 25 fOTOMO
110 31 6epe3Hs 2022 pokKy). IneTbcs Npo pyiHyBaHHA 6yaiBenb, Maco-
Bi B6MBCTBA N0fEMN, PO3CTPINM eBaKyaLinHNX rpyn i MalluH, Hacunns

women’s interests in the east of Ukraine. It was
before February 24th, 2022. Yet after... Kateryna
Khaneva, one of our meetings’ participants, men-
tioned in her interview, The life before that date
and the life after. What will it look like? The war
burst into our peaceful lives so instantly, that it
took some time to grasp what had happened. And
the realization came at the point when the last
train had long left Donetsk’

Maintaining communication became the key
necessity and our survival principle at the beginning
of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine. Our net-
work within the project came in quite handy, as we
contacted organisations in Severodonetsk, Sloviansk,

Pokrovsk, Sviatohirsk, Kramatorsk, Kharkiv, and
other cities that'd been heavily hit by the Russian
army. Afterwards, some of the cities were occupied.
The acquaintances, established previously, fostered
a high level of trust. Thus, our activists helped us
quickly collect requests regarding the women’s
needs in the frontline areas and direct humanitar-
ian aid from the PWAG network to where it was
required. As the full-scale war began, PWAG rep-
resentatives held support marches in Switzerland,
raising funds for assistance.

We were concerned with the question: did this
surge in war change women'’s safety needs we had
become aware of in 20217 No, the needs did not

change essentially, but they were amplified due
to the situation, and the risks of failure to meet
the essential (survival, water, food, first aid) and
other necessities (lost housing, ruined life projects,
separated families, internal displacements and
so on) significantly increased. On top of that, we
witnessed women (mostly with children) moving
abroad and men discriminated against leaving the
country, which resulted in the separation of families.
The risk of multiple discrimination against young
women (meaning violence), elderly people and
people with disabilities (with immobility or limited
mobility, being dependent on other family members)
also escalated. Media played a crucial role in this

situation, particularly social media communica-
tion, although the influence of traditional media
and government press services should not be un-
derestimated. Providing information and explana-
tions, coordinating actions and reducing tension,
as well as mobilising the nation contributed to
societal resilience at various levels. The reporters’
efforts to cover events according to the ethical
standards — both journalistic and humane — are
also worth mentioning.

The Bucha massacre was the first shock for
Ukraine and for the whole global community. This
city in the Kyiv region was occupied from February
25th to March 31st, 2022, and suffered building



B OKynauil. Tema HacMnbCTBa BNnepLie nyHana B mefia Tak ryyHo. Hag-
BaX/INBO 6YN10 06roBOPMTN CTABMIEHHS XIHOUMX OpraHi3aLin Jo Hei:
30Kpema, TaKy AMCKYCito iHiLiloBana ynoBHoBaXeHa BP i3 reHaep-
HOT piBHOCTI KaTepuHa JleBUeHKO, AKa 0Apa3y Nicns BUCBITNEHHS
nogin y byui BucTynuna B mapnameHTi i3 3a8B0H0 WOLO MIATPUMKM
ntofiei, WO 3a3Hann HacuNbCTBa, 0COBMNBO XIHOK i AiBuaT. Came 3aB-
ASAKN TPOMAACHKIN aKTUBHOCTI XIHOUMX OpraHi3auin us Tema ctana
MOMITHOH, i, HapewTi, YkpaiHa patudikyBana CrambynbCbKy KOHBEH-
LLit0, 10 YOTO Halla fepXKaBa WLina NoHaj AecsTb POKIB.

HaBecHi 2022 poky mu 36upanu icTopil XIiHOK, fiKi Tikanu Bif Bin-
HU. Y HUX BUHUKANW Pi3HI NOTPE6U: XTOCb XOTIB NNLIATMCA HA MiCLAX
(XapkiB, CeBepoaoHeLbK), ane noTpebysas Nikis, 3aco6iB 0cobuc-
TOI TirieHu, xi. Ing Korocb 6yno BaXnMBO BMIXaTy Camil, BUBE3TH
ONU3bKUX — AITEN, NITHIX POANYIB, NIOAEN 3 IHBANIGHICTIO — | ne-
PEMICTUTK TX y Be3neuHe cepefoBuuie. CNUCKM, KOMEHTapi, KOPOTKI
iCTopii gonomaranu BU3HAUMTK NOTPebun i cnpsamyBaTit JONOMOTY
afipecHo.

AKTWBICTKM PO3MOBiAanu pi3Hi icTopii, nepebyBatoun B YKpaiHi
N 3a KopaoHoM. Hanpuknag, xapkis'sHka Mapis YyniHiHa nig 06-
CTpinamm B3sana Ha ce6e NikNyBaHHA NP0 KiNbKOX HEMOBNAT, AKi Ha-
poannuca B 6om6ocxoBuLLax i 30CcTanncs 6e3 6aTbkiB uepes BaxKi

natonorii. [po AOBrMI WAAX Nig 06CTPiNaMu N BUCHAXKEHHS vepes
He3py4Hi 06CTaBMHU MOI3J0K Yy MepenoBHEHMX NOTArax Ta aBToO-
MO6INAX, yepru nig yac NepeTuHy KOpLOHY PO3MOBIAANM XKIHKK, K
BUPIIUAW BTIKATW Bif BiNHW 3 AiTbMU. [leAKi aKTUBICTKM 1 npefd-
CTaBHMLI MICLEBOT BNAAN MyCMTN MOKUHYTU AOMIBKN Yepe3 3arpo3y
NOTPanuUTK B NOMOH UM BYTN BOUTUMMN.

33 HaWMMK CNOCTEPEXEHHSAMU, Nepli TpKU Micaui Nwan nepe-
BaXKHO AINMNNCA AYMKAMU MPO HEBU3HAYEHICTb | NParHynu paTysa-
TV He TaK cebe, K TUX, XTO nepebyBaB Mif IXHbOI ONIKOW, — AITEN,
NITHIX Ntogen, IHWKX YNeHiB rpomMaan. 3a nepui TpU Micaui Hanaro-
AUNACA KOMYHIKaLif WOAO LONOMOTY NOTEPNININM HA JepXXaBHOMY
PIBHI 1 HA PIBHI BOMOHTEPCbKNX IHILIATMB. JT0AM BXe MOrn Big-
pednekcyBaT HOBUIA AOCBIA | NOAEKYAN NPUAHATIA CUTYAL,it0 TaKOH,
IK BOHA €.

YNiTKy BOHW NoYaniut Momiyati 3MiHK B CO6I i AOCNyXaTucs 10 Bnac-
HUX NOTpe6. Y uaTax Ha HOBMX MICLAX NOTPOXY 3'ABAANNCA 3aNUTU
NPO MAHIKIOP, Macax, A03Binns. J1iTo AONOMOINO 3pO3YMITH, WO HAL
NPOEKT, 3aNNaHOBAHMI Yy NtoTOMY 2022-r0 Ha ABA POKM, BApTO NpoO-
[OBXYBaTW. Y BEPECHI MU 3HANLWIAMN CUNK, W06 3i6paTh YKpaTHCbKNX
aKTUBICTOK ANl OHNAWH-PO3MOBH.

destruction, mass deaths, violence towards hos-
tages, and shootings aimed at evacuation groups
and vehicles.

The topic of violence was thundering through
the media for the first time. It was vital to discuss
the attitude women’s organisations have towards
violence. Kateryna Levchenko, the Gender Equality
Commissioner of Verkhovna Rada, initiated such a
discussion immediately after the Bucha massacre
was made public. In Parliament, she gave a speech
in support of those who had suffered violence, es-
pecially women and girls. Owing to the civic initia-
tives of women’s organisations, the issue of violence
came to the foreground, and finally, Ukraine ratified

the Istanbul Convention, which it had been striving
to do for over ten years.

In the spring of 2022, we collected stories of
women fleeing the war. They had different needs:
some wanted to stay in their cities, like Kharkiv
and Severodonetsk but required medicine, personal
hygiene products, and food. Others found it impor-
tant to move, to relocate their loved ones to a safe
environment — children, elderly or disabled family
members . Simple lists, comments, and short stories
helped us identify their needs and administer the
assistance accordingly.

We heard various narrations from Ukrainian
women both in- and outside the country. One of

them, Mariia Chupinina from Kharkiv, despite shell-
ing, took charge of several infants born with se-
vere pathologies in bomb shelters and, consequent-
ly, left by their parents. Those women, who decided
to escape from the war with their children, shared
the stories of their long journeys under shelling,
exhausting travel conditions in overcrowded trains
or cars, and queues on the borders. Some activists
and local government representatives were forced to
leave their homes due to the threat of being captured
or executed.

We observed how, in the first three months
of the war, people mainly shared thoughts about
uncertainty and sought to save those under their

care — their children, elderly people, and other
community members rather than themselves. Also,
during this time the communication regarding aid
to the victims of the war was established, both at
the state level and through volunteer missions.
Some individuals could reflect on their new expe-
riences and even accept the situation as it was, to
some extent.

In the summer that followed, people began no-
ticing changes in themselves and paying attention to
their own needs. Requests for manicures, massages,
and leisure activities gradually appeared in new lo-
cal chats. That summer helped us understand that
the project we contemplated in February 2022 and



Toro micAua mu noyanu 36MpaTnCs OHNAIH, a NOTIM OPraHisyBanu
KinbKa 3ycTpiuen y pi3HuX eBponencbkux micrtax —y Kpakosi, ®paHk-
typri-Ha-0pepi, Mpasi Ta Mepemuwni. Mu 36upanu ictopii.

Lli icTopiT noKa3anu: XiHKW 3HAKTb, L0 TaKe MUpP, TOMY HaMarawTb-
CA po6bUTN BCE MOXNUBE, W06 NMPOTUCTOATY BilHI HA PI3HNUX PIBHAX.
€ Taka KoHLenuis: 6un, yTikan abo 3ampu. Cnoyatky AeXTO NPOCTO
He 3HaB, Lo pobuTK. [lesKi XIHKM MiWAu Ha PPOHT — 3aXULLATh MUP
3i 36POEI0 B pyKax un pATYBATW NOpPaHeHuX. XTOCb OpraHisyBaB cebe
Ta 6NM3bKUX — [iTei, 6aTbKiB, APY3iB, — W06 NEPEMICTUTICA HA 6e3-
MeyHy BIACTaHb Bif 30HK 6OMOBMX AiN | NpaLoBaT, 6OPOTUCS 33 BU-
XXMBAHHA, NparHyun NoBepHyTUCA AoAoMy. HanpukiHui 3ycTpiven
MW 3aBXAN 3anuTyBanu, AK NOYyBaKOTbCA Halli y4acHMLUI. OaHa 3 HUX
TOAi 3anuTana: «A wWwo aani?»

BoCeHM XiHKM Ta YONOBIKM MoYanu AiNUTACA PeKOMeHAaLiaMY
Ta BNACHUMU NPAKTUKAMM, MPArHyYM JONOMOITM NOMIMWMTN NCUXO-
NOTIYHMI CTaH | CMAAHYBATW NOAANbLY XUTTEQIANbHICTb Mepemille-

HUMX OCI6 Y TUX MiCTax, e BOHW OMUHUAKCA Yepe3 BiHY. Baxnusy ponb
BifirpaBano 1 Te, WO NCUXONOTX Ta COLiaNbHI iHILIATUBY NIATPUMKM
BXe Manu JocBia gonomory BIO, agxe BiHa noyanacs He 24 noToro
2022 poky, a 2014 poky. TinbKun TOAi 1T We He Ha3nBanw BiNHOI, ane Le
TOUHO 6yB He Mup. Y BepecHi 1 nuctonagi 2022-ro mu 3i6panu XiHoK
HaLLOI Mepexi OHNAWH | noyanu 06roBoproBaTy CBil focBia. Came Tofi
BUHUKNA IYMKA ONYy6iKyBaTy Lii iCTOPIT B KHMXKL, OAHAK NOCTANo NnUTaH-
HA: WO CTaHe 06’¢AHABYOI0 iEE? Y NIOTOMY MW 3yCTPINMCa 3 yKpaiH-
CbKOI0 XIiHOUOK rpomagoto y ®parkdypTi-Ha-Oaepi. Toai ines 3 BUAAH-
HSIM CMOBHMNACA 06pa3iB, WO Manu NOEAHATY Pi3Hi AOCBIAK, 3i6paHi
B MEPLINIA PiK NOBHOMACLITAOHOrO BTOPrHEHHS — Yac NOBHOMACLLITA6-
HOro noxoAy Bif BiNHM A0 Mupy. Mun Biguynun B LbOMy cuy il 3po3y-
Minu, Wo WAAX Bif BiHU A0 MUPY XXIHKN PO3YMIlOTb He AIK NONITUYHY
iCTOpilo, a AIK iCTOPII0 BNACHOTO XUTTH, Y AKOMY BillHa PYMHYE, @ MUP
AQE Hagjlo, WO MOXHA BiabyayBaTU 6e3neuHe cepepoBuLLe ANSA iCHY-
BaHHA Ta PO3BUTKY.

Ak 3a3Haumna Mfangi ManHUoNbT, akTUBICTKA MiXKHAPOAHOI Nirm xi-
HOK 3a Mup Ta ceo6oay (WILPF), MpucyTHA Ha OfHIlA i3 HawWMX 3yCTpi-
yer 3 yKpalHCbKUMM XiHkamu B HimeuunHi: «d mewkato B HimeuumHi,
TOX He MOXY YCBIJOMUTM LIbOr0. BaXnnBO AiNUTUCA BalIMM JOCBIAOM,
1106 3pO3yMITW, K AaNi XUTH B LIbOMY CBITI».

planned to implement during the next two years
was worth continuing. In September, we found the
strength to gather Ukrainian activists for an online
conversation.

That month we started meeting online,and then
managed to organise several gatherings throughout
Europe — in Krakow, Frankfurt an der Oder, Prague,
and Przemysl. We collected stories.

These stories clearly showed that women know
the value of peace, and thus, they try to do everything
in their power to resist war on different levels.
According to the fight-flight-freeze concept, at
first, some simply did not know what to do. A share
of women joined the front lines to defend peace

10

with weapons in their hands or to save the wound-
ed. Others arranged for their loved ones, children,
parents, and friends to move to a safe distance from
the conflict zone, so they could work and fight for
survival, aiming to return home. At the end of each
meeting, we always asked our participants how they
were feeling. One of them then inquired, ‘So what’s
next?’

It was in autumn when women and men be-
gan sharing their recommendations and personal
practices in order to help others improve their
mental state and figure out the life ahead of them.
Internally displaced society members supported
each other in the cities where they ended up be-

cause of the war. The fact that psychologists and
social support initiatives had previous experience
helping internally displaced citizens was of utmost
importance, since the war did not start on Febru-
ary 24th, 2022, but way back in 2014. Only then
it wasn't called ‘the war, but it definitely wasn’t
peace either. In September and November 2022,
the women from our network gathered online to
discuss our experiences,and we came up with the
idea to assemble these stories into a book. Howev-
er, we were still pondering over the unifying idea
behind it. The following February, we met with
the Ukrainian women’s community in Frankfurt an
der Oder. It was then that the idea of a book was

filled with images. We were to combine different
experiences collected during the first year of the
full-scale invasion — the time of the full-scale
transition from war to peace. We felt its powerful
potential and realised that the path from war to
peace is not perceived by women as a political
story, but rather as a story of their own lives, where
war means devastation and peace represents hope.
The hope that a safe environment for life and growth
can be rebuilt.

Heidi Meinzolt, activist of the Women’s Interna-
tional League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), pre-
sent at one of our meetings with Ukrainian women
in Germany, noted, ‘I live in Germany, so | cannot



Ta PO3B'A3aHHA GIOPOKPATUUHMX NKUTaHb, Npodecopui Onb3i
HocoBin 3a Hawi po3mMoBM NpO BCe Ha CBITI, npodecopui
OKcaHi Mixe€Bili 3a iA€0NOTIUHY NIATPUMKY.

Nakyto mepexi PeaceWomen Across the Globe 3a poBi-
Py, 3 AKOK MU po3noyYanu NpoekT y 2020 poui, | He3racHe
HaTXHEHHS CTBOPIOBATU HOBI MPOEKTW. O6iNMato | BASUHA
AHHi-Mapii Canmxap (Annemarie Sancar), wWo Bigkpuna ans
MeHe LUBenuapito Ta KOHUENLi0 MUPObyayBaHHSA. Muwato-
A 3HallomcTBOM 3 Maprpet Kinep Hennen (Margret Kiener
Nellen), 3axonntoca HEBTOMHICTIO 1 NOCNIfOBHICTIO Mangi
MarHuonbT (Heidi Meinzolt). Paga 3HaiOMCTBY i BiguyTTiO
CONMiflapHOCTI, AKe Aapye cninkyBaHHA 3 [le6opoto LLnbnep
(Deborah Schibler), menemxepkoto PWAG, Ta Kapnoto BaitH-
maHH (Carla Weinman). 3BiCHO X, HE MOXy He NoAAKyBaTK
koTy Kapnu Kasumipy (Kasimir) i ii npekpacHum 6aTtbkam —
BeTTiHi Ta Ekxapay (Bettina and Eckhard).

AsKyo penakuii BugaBHuuTBa «ACCA» 3a Min nepliun
AOCBIJ CTBOPEHHS KHUXKN.

to have met Margret Kiener Nellen; I'm inspired
by the tireless determination and consistency of
Heidi Meinzolt. | am delighted to be in contact
with Deborah Schibler, PWAG Manager, as well
as Carla Weinman, and enjoy the feeling of soli-
darity this communication gives me. | surely need
to pass my thanks to Carla’s cat Kasimir and her
wonderful parents Bettina and Eckhard.

Last but not least, I'd like to express my grati-
tude to the editorial group of the ACCA' publishing
house for my first book building experience.

WA 2 BAAIZOI0

A WOMAN WITH
A SUVTCASE



f — XiHKa 3 Bani3ot peueil i Aymok. Mopyy 3i MHOI [Bi JOHbKMN 3 Bani-
3amun peuen | aymok. Mu B pyci. fl 36upato icTopii npo cebe i naen foB-

Kona. fl 3aBxau Mpisna MmaHapyBaTu. Lie y MeHe B KpOBI.

fl 6ixy, i 34a€TbCA, WO BCe Le BXe 6yno, TOX cnoragu NOYNHAKTb BO-

PYyWUTUCA B MO ronoBi. Y 1920-Ti poku mMosi 6abus npuixana B YKpaiHy
(Toni YCPP), y XapkiB, pa3om i3 cecTpoto, Mamo i TiTKOK. BOHU BTikanu
BiA 6inblWOBKKIB i3 cennia OcuHKM TBepcbkoi 06nacTi, wo B Pocii. Y Hux

3abpanu Aim, xynoby; matepi He AaBanu npautosaTti. Konu 3HUK 6aTbko,
a TiTKa 3HalLWna po60oTy Ha 3aNi3HWLLI, BOHM WBUAKO 3i6panucs i noixanu.

Xapkie, Ykpaina, 24 niomozo 2022 POKy, 4-ma 200uHa panky.
Bubyxu. A1 3i6panaca weudko, y38na i3 co6ow «Halisaxnusiwey —
dokymenmu, dei a6o mpu napu esymms (He nam’smaro) i 8eYipHIo
CYKHI0, y AKiU nnaHysana 6ymu Ha 8UIMTYCKHOMY cmapuwioi 00HbKU. 3a-
byna essmu 6ydb-akuli nocyd i cniomio 6inu3Hy. Yce ye 3Hatiwmocs

8 0opo3i, y pyci, y nodel.

| am a woman with a suitcase full of things and
thoughts. Next to me are my two daughters with
their suitcases full of things and thoughts. We're on
the move. | gather stories about myself and people
around me. I've always fantasised about travelling.
[t's in my blood.

I'm running, and there’s this feeling that the
story is repeating itself as memories start stirring up
in my head. In the 1920s, my grandmother with her
sister, mother, and aunt all moved to Kharkiv, Ukraine
(the former Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic). They
fled from Osinky village in the Tver region of Russia
because of the Bolsheviks, who deprived them of
their home and cattle and denied my grandmother
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a chance for employment. After their father’s disap-
pearance, the aunt found a job at the railway,and they
quickly packed and left.

Kharkiv, Ukraine, February 24th, 2022. It’s 4
in the morning. Explosions. | collected my things
promptly and took what was ‘most important’ —
documents, two or three pairs of shoes (can't recall),
and an evening dress, which | planned to put on for
my eldest daughter’s graduation. The idea of taking
any tableware or underwear had slipped my mind.
Eventually, we got it all on the way, in motion, from
people.

Kharkiv, February 24th. It's 11 in the morning.
We're on our way to the underground, checking for

Xapkie, 24 nlomo2o, 11-ma 200uHa. [0emo 8 Mempo, nepeeipse-
MO Q0p020K yKpumms 8 CycioHbomy 6youHKy. Y Hauomy niaeqn |
He siduuHsE Cycid 3 iHwo2o Mid'i30y. BiH éonodap K/toyie i makcu, |
aKa 306AU 2a8KaE. Pa3omM i3 cycidamu 3 Hawo20 MOBepXy, CMyoeH-
mamu 3 IHAIT, npsmMyemo o mempo. Tam 6a2amo 3HatoMux i He3Hauo-
mux. CKinbKU Yekamu, Hixmo He 3Hae. Mepwumu cidaoms Ha nio-
02y 8 Mempo iHdycu. Mu He 8uMpuUMyeMO, N08epMaemoca aqaomy.

0 19:40 Mu &Xe Ha 6ok3ai, supywaemo 0o JHinpa. Momim —
JIbaie. Yekaemo mam Opysie, wo6 ixamu oani. ¥ 0opo3i podnio me,
Wo emil Halikpawje: Yumaw ma aHasi3yw HOBUHU, 00€0HYHOCA
00 HOBUX KAHANi8 y MeCeHdXepax, yamax, coymepexax. IHgopma-
uiliHe COXUBAHHA 3pOCMaE 8 pasu. Xapkie, Mapiynoneb, [10KpOBCbHK,
Cymu, XmenbHuubKul, Kuie ma iHwi micma menep y MOEMY cmapm-
(hoHi. Mepeknadato HOBUHU AH2MIUICbKOKO MOBOIO, NepesaxHo Mo-
gidoMneHHs 0yesudyis i3 menezpam-KaHanie, i nepenousyto 6 cebe,
wo6 no6ayunu Opy3i, NapmHepu 3-3a KOPOOHY.

shelters in the nearby buildings along the way. The
neighbour from the next entrance hall keeps the
shelter in our basement locked. He's the sole owner
of the keys and the constantly barking dachshund.
That's why we head for the underground, side by
side with our next-door neighbours, students from
India. In there, | see many familiar and unfamiliar
faces, but none who knows how long we'll have to
wait. The Indians are the first ones to settle on the
floor.We can't bear it anymore, so we get back home.

At 7.40 that evening, we set off from the rail-
way station, heading to Dnipro city and then to Lviv.
Having arrived, we're waiting for some friends to
continue our journey together. While on the road, I'm

doing what | do best: reading and analysing the news,
joining new channels on messengers, chats, and so-
cial networks, so that my information consump-
tion is immensely multiplied. Kharkiv, Mariupol,
Pokrovsk, Sumy, Khmelnytsky, Kyiv, and other cities
are now all on my smartphone. | translate news
into English, mainly Telegram channels’ messages
from eyewitnesses, hashtag them #heartBreaking-
News and share them on my page so that friends
and partners abroad could see them. | post it on my
feed and social network groups, and people do read,
comment with questions, suggest interviews.| see a
request in Polish under my post about Borodyanka
(on March 2nd, 2022, the city endured significant
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Cmaenio 2ewmez #heartBreakingNews. Jintocs 6 cmpidui, 2pynax
y coymepexax. /lodu yumaroms, cmasnamb MUMAaHHA, Npocsimb a‘amu
iHmepég'to. [1i0 donucom npo bopodsHKy (2 6epe3Hs 2022 poKy MICMO
3a3HQNI0 3HAYHUX PYlUHYBaHb YHACio0K pociticbKo20 60M6apAyBaHHS)

ompuMyto 3anum fosbCbKOK MOBOH: «Yu Moxeme donomo2mu 3Hau-
mu nrodeli i3 ybo2o micma?» Lykato 60pOOAHCbKUL KaHan y menezpami.
Muwy myou — 00U gideykHynucs. € KoHmakm! Maeig? Hi, npocmo me-

diakomyHikauil.

3 6epesHsa. Ompumyemo 3anpoweHHs 8id Opy3is i3 Kpakosea. Bu-
-pywaemo 6 [Tonbuy. | ocb A mym, Ha yKpaiHCbKO-M0/bCbKOMY KOPAO-
'HI. Y MeHe, Ha wacms, i3 06010 8Ci HeobXiOHi doKyMeHmU, Y 0OHbOK —

mex. Tak, y meHe 6ys naaH, mak, 05 MeHe MOAOPOX Hikonu He 6yna

5 6epesHs. /llodu 8 mabopi 071 GixeHuie. Kaea, uad, hxa, 80/10H-
mepu 6 nomapaHyesux xunemax. fl 0ecb ue exe 6ayuna. Micue nam’s-
mi — nepwa wnanbma 6yob-AKoI 2a3emu npo giliny 8 Cupil, AcpaaHic-
maki... 1 yacmuHa yiei kapmuHu nam’ami, mid docsid 3akap608arul
i e dasHo nepenogidaHuti 6azambom. f 3HaNA, Wo Mak 6yode? Hi,
A 3Hana, wo mak 6ysac. [lecb s ye 8xe 4yyna. Icmopis npo BasinoH-
CbKy 8exy? Lle X 80Ha. Yci 2080pAmb pi3HUMU Mosamu. He 8cCi po-
3yMilomb. «Sl pO3yMito MOJbCbKY, a 8U Hi?» «AH2nilicbKow? JumuHa
2060pumb, y wkoni g4una». «fjobpe. MoxHa U mak». «Hi? [onbCbKy,
MOpMy2anbCbKy, HiMeybKy, Yecbky bydeme gyumu?» «He 3ynuHau-
mecs, 8u gumpumaeme U Hadcunamumeme doHamu 6 YkpaiHy nicns
KOXH020 3aHAMMA.

‘cmpecom. bydb-kydu. Ane menep yce iHakwe. 1 noyana yo MOAOPoX,
60 emito MaHopysamu, nepe6yeamu He 8doma. Anie 8 8UPYWILNA 8 Yto
Modopox He 3i céoei soni. Yu 5 nosepHyca? Tak, 60 exe pobuna ue

"He00HOPA3080, A1 3HAI0 Ue Npo cebe.

destruction due to an airstrike from Russia), ‘Can
you help us find people from this city? | go ahead
and search for the Borodyanka channel on Telegram.
At last, someone responses to the message I've left
there. We connect! And it's no magic, merely media
communications.

March 3rd. We receive an invitation from our
friends in Krakow and set off for Poland. And here
we are, at the Ukrainian-Polish border. Fortunately,
I've got all the necessary documents on me, and my
daughters have theirs. Sure, | had a plan, and yes,
travelling has never been stressful for me.| could go
anywhere, but this time it’s different. | embarked on
this journey because I'm used to being on the road,

20

away from home. But this trip was not my intention.
Will I return? | will, I've done it plenty of times be-
fore, I know this about myself.

March 5th. People in the refugee camp. Coffee,
tea, food, volunteers in orange vests — I've seen it
all before. My memory reproduces the front page of
a random newspaper article about the war in Syria
or Afghanistan... | feel like a part of this memory,
with my experience imprinted and passed to others
ages ago. Was | aware it would be like this? No, |
only knew these things happen. | must've heard it
before. The story of the Tower of Babel rings a bell,
where each and everyone speaks their own lan-
guage, where not everybody understands. ‘| under-

stand Polish, do you? ‘In English? My child speaks
English, learnt it at school. Sure, that will work‘No?
Are you willing to learn Polish, Portuguese, German,
or Czech? ‘Carry on, you'll cope with it. You could
send donations to Ukraine after each lesson!

Is there anything wrong with the picture? There’s
a woman with a suitcase and, obviously, just from the
hairdresser’s, with freshly updated’ eyebrows, who's
crossing the border on foot. She should've been at
the airport, taking either first class or economy flight
to her dream vacation by the sea. This woman is go-
ing to Warsaw, that one will end up in Lisbon, anoth-
er one will wait out in the Vienna refugee camp to
move to London later on. They've never dreamt of

such an odyssey, not then, not now. Their only wish
is to go back home. Have you ever dreamt of living
abroad, leaving your home? What dreams have you
had? | built my home, raised my children, got addi-
tional education, planned to start my own psychi-
atric practice, and then that ‘blast’ out of nowhere...
You speak Ukrainian quite fluently, why don’t you
have your vyshyvanka with you? It somehow
slipped my mind, | guess the planes’ roar up above
us was overwhelming.

Activists from the other side of Poland welcome
us and take us to Krakow, where our Polish friends
share a plan they contemplated in case of war —
fleeing to France. It's good that we met.
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lLlo He mak Ha kapmuHui? Ocb 6auy we XiHKy 3 gani3oo U 3avic-
KO0 «OM-0m 8id nepyKapsa»: XiHka minbKu-HO «3po6una 6posu,
a menep nepexooumb KOpAOH niwKu. BoHa Mae 6ymu e aepornopmy,
y nepwomy knaci abo e «eKOHOMI» lemimu Ha 8i0MOYUHOK Ha MOpe.
Ll iHka doide 0o Bapwasu, a us — 00 Jlicaboxa, a us nepeyeKae
6 ma6opi ons 6ixeHuis y Bidwi Ui nepeioe 00 /ToHOOHA. BoHu Hikonu
He xominu makux maxopie. | menep He mpitomb npo uye — 80HU
npazHymo nosepHymucs d0d0oMy. Bu mex Hikonu Ubo2o He 6axanu:
noXumu 3a KOpOOHOM, He gdoma? A npo wo eu mpianu? Mo6yoy-
gana 0im, eupocmuna dimeti, 3006yna dodamkoey oceimy, nna-
Hyeasna po3snoyamu ncuxiampuyHy npakmuky, a mym «npuaim»...
«Bu mak 8inbHO cninKyemecb yKpaiHCbKOI0, @ YoMy He 83A/1U 68U~
wusaHky?» «Ta fKoCb He 6yn0 OyMOK npo ue, 60 38yKU 2y4HUX Jli-
makie Had 207108010 8i0B0MIKANUY.

Akmugicmu 3 NpOMU/IeXHOI YacmuHu Monbwi 3ycmpiyaromb
ma ee3ymb Hac y Kpakie, 0e nonbCbki Apy3i po3nosidarmb, Wo po3-
po6nanu 1aH emedi 00 ®paHyii'y pasi eiuHU. Jlo6pe, Wwo 3ycmpinucs.

\ljo poBbuTu?

WHAT Do WE Do7
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Canned meat and fish

Mackerel — 20 cans (660 UAH);
Sardines — 20 cans (676 UAH);
Tuna — 20 cans (430 UAH);
Sprats — 20 cans (999.40 UAH);
Pate — 20 cans (398 UAH);
Liver pate — 20 cans (568 UAH).
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Other items

Sunflower oil — 20 bottles (1480 UAH);
Canned corn — 20 cans (680 UAH);

Canned peas — 20 cans (580 UAH);
Canned chicken stew — 10 cans (890 UAH);
Canned pork stew — 10 cans (740 UAH);
Canned beef stew — 10 cans (1400 UAH);
Coffee — 5 packs (888.65 UAH);

Tea — 20 packs (468 UAH);

“Tena” adult diapers (588.60 UAH).

NPURIT, A TU?

nEY, HOW ARE Youy?



€ nicHi, Wo ix cniBatoTb NTaxu. Tak BOHW PO3Mi3HAOTb 0O4HE OfHOrO, 06-
MIHIOIOTbCS HOBMHAMM, BU3HAYAIOTb CBOE BYTTSA Ha Tiil Um Ti TEPUTOPIT.
Takoto MicHeto cTana Ans ykpaiHLiB dpasa «fAk Tu?» 9 nepegasana KowTw
BiA Ntofien 3a KOPLOHOM, @ HAaTOMICTb OTPUMYBana BiAMNOBIAI Ha Lie 3anNuUTaH-
HA. 1 Hanncana: «Sk Tn?» KatepuHi XaHEBIN, NPAaBO3aXMUCHNLI 3 lOHeUUnHY,
i KatepuHa Bignogina: «13 6epe3Hs. MOKM L0 BCe CTPbOMHO. 22 6epe3Hs. Cbo-
rofHi 6yno WwymHo. | 38'A30K N0 BCili 06nacTi 3HWUK». Mi3HiWe KaTepuHa MeHi
Hagicnana po3noriwy BiANoBiAb.

A woman on the road
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KatepuHa XaHeBa, rpOMajiCbKa aKTUBICTKA

«MpuBIT, AK TM? Ui T B 6e3newi?» — Tenep i3 Lux CNiB NOYMHAETbCS Hara-
TO PO3MOB. «Y1M MOXy TO6I fonomorTu?» Lle icTopii Npo XiHOK, AKi, 3aBAsA-
KW HafaHin AoNoMo3i, 3MOrNN BUIXaTh Y BIAHOCHO 6e3neuHi micus. A6o fKi
3a pi3HUX 06CTABMH He MO BUIXaTh 3 He6e3NeuHNX HaceneHnx NyHKTIB
/i OTPMManM JONOMOTY, L0 Ha 1esKIUN Yac 3aKpue ixHi 6a30Bi NOTpe6y B iXxi.

Mepwa icTopis Npo aKTUBICTKY, KA BMBE3Na B 6e3neyHe micle AiTen-
CUPIT 3 0CO6NNBUMYN NOTPeGaAMU. «SK TU?» — NUTAKD B Hei. «[TOBHICTIO BUCHA-
XeHa», — 3i3HAETbCA. Y Hel Nnif oniKot 3apa3 N'ATHAALATEPO AiTei. «fl He Mako
HaBITb BNACHOrO NPOCTOPY, W06 MONMAKaTA», — Kae BOHA. «Ynum MoXxy ToOi
AOMOMOITU?» — 3anuTyto. «MeHi ayxe nNoTpibHa Jonomora, wob npuaéatn
peui Ans xnonuis, ki nepebyBatoTb 3i MHOM, | BIZHOBUTY AeAKi BTPAueHi J0-
KYMEHTH, 60 Lie KpUTUYHO BKNMBO», — BIANOBIAAE BOHA. [IpONOHYIO rpyny
MCUXONOTIUYHOT NIATPUMKM, XKIHKA BiAMOBNSAETbCA, KaXe, L0 HEMAE yacy
Ans ce6e. 3apa3 6arato XiHOK MPOAOBXKYKTb HA MEXI BUCHAXEHHSA NiKay-
BATUCA NPO iHLIKX.

[lpyra icTopis Npo POMCbKY XiHKY, ika He MOXe BUIXaTh 3 He6e3neuHo-
ro HACeNEeHOro MYHKTY Ha NiHil po3MeXxyBaHHA. Yepe3 naTpiapxanbHi ycTpol
6aTbKO POAMHM BUPILIMB 30CTATUCA B MICTI. YCS POAMHA 3aNNLWINNACS 3 HUM.
«Yum MOXy TO6i OMOMOTTU?» «Y HAC NPUNNHAIOTL PO60TY 6aHKK Ta HaH-
KOMaTW, i i XBUMKOKCSA, WO CKOPO HiuMm Gyfe roayBaTn AiTen». 3aBAasku
OTPMMaHIN JOMOMO3I XIHKa 3MOITA YaCTKOBO 3aKpuT 6a30Bi NOTpe6M B Ixi
ANSi CBOEI POAMHMN.

Birds have songs that they sing to recognise

each other, to exchange news, to mark their exis-

tence in a certain area. For Ukrainians, the ques-
tion ‘How are you? has become such a song. As |
was transferring money donated by people from
abroad, | received responses to this question in re-
turn. ‘How are you? read my message to Kateryna
Khaneva,a human rights activist from Donetsk,and
her response was, March 13th. So far, everything’s
daunting. ‘March 22nd. It was loud today. And the
mobile connection was down throughout the re-
gion. Later on, Kateryna sent me a more detailed
response.
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Kateryna Khaneva, public activist

‘Hey, how are you? Are you safe? or ‘How can |
help you?' A lot of conversations now start with these
questions. Here are stories of those women who,
thanks to the assistance provided, were able to relo-
cate to relatively safer places.And also stories of those
who, due to various circumstances, couldn’t leave
high-risk areas, but were able to receive help that
would temporarily cover their basic provision needs.

This first piece is about a woman activist who
managed to evacuate special needs orphaned chil-
dren to a safe place. How are you? | asked her.'m
totally exhausted, she said. At that time, she had
fifteen children under her care and confessed to me,

‘I don’t even have my own corner to cry. How can |
help you?’ | wondered. | really need assistance with
buying things for the boys, who are staying with me,
and replacing some lost documents is crucial. I also
offered her to join a psychological support group,
but she refused, having no time for herself. It's ob-
vious that many women these days continue to care
for others, pushing their own limits of exhaustion.
My second piece is about a Roma woman who
cannot leave her endangered settlement on the
demarcation line due to patriarchal society prin-
ciples, as the head of her family decided to stay put.
The whole family had to stay with him. ‘How can |
help you? ‘The banks and ATMs are shutting down,

and | worry that soon we'll have nothing to feed the
children with! Thanks to the assistance received, the
woman was able to partially satisfy her family’s basic
food needs.

The third piece is about a pregnant woman who
had no resources to evacuate to a safe place and re-
mained in a settlement near the demarcation line.
‘'m due at the end of April, all this time I'd hoped that
the situation would improve. As the maternity hospi-
tals were closing down, | grew desperate — | realised
that | might have to give birth at home, that’s if we
survive at all The woman decided to leave immedi-
ately as soon as she received help. Currently, she’s ina
relatively safe place, getting ready to give birth.
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TpeTa icTOpist BAriTHOT XXiHKK, IKa HE Mana pecypcis, Wob6 BUixaTu B 6e3-
neyHe micue, | 3anuLIanaca B HaceneHoMy NyHKTI 6IM3bKO A0 NiHIT pO3Mexy-
BaHHA. «MeHi HapoKyBaTh HANPWKIHLI KBITHA, 1 1O OCTAHHbOIO CNOAI-
Banacs, Lo CUTyaLis HanaroauTbca. MoTiM BiaCTeXyBana, sk 3aKpUBAETLCA
OAVH MONOroBMM GYAMHOK 33 IHWKM, | BMagana B po3nau, 60 posymina,
1o, MOXe, A0BeeTbCs HAapOAXKyBaTU BAOMA, AKWO B3arani BMKUBEMOY.
PileHHA MPO HeramHum BiA'i34 XiHKA 3MOrNa yxBanuT, OTPUMABLLIN A0-
nomory. 3apa3 BoHa nepebyBa€ y BiIHOCHO 6e3NeUYHOMY MiCLi i TOTYETb-
€A [0 NONOriB.

lLle ofHa XiHKa 3MOrna BUHAWHATM XUTNO, 3a AKe NOTPI6HO 6yNno nuie
CNNATUTW KOMYHANbHI MOCYrK, ane rpollei Ha Lie BOHA He Mana, TOX poau-
Ha KINbKa AHIB BUMYLIEHO XM B aBTO.

YiHOUMN [OCBIA NPOXUBAHHA BiliHU. Y)Ke Malke MicALb TPUBAE BiaKpU-
Ta BiHA B YKpAIiHI, WO CTUPAE Lini micTa. XiHKW Ta AiByaTa HENPONOPLiAHO
6inblue 3a3HalOTb PU3KKIB, YTUCKIB | CTPAXAAHb NifJ Yac BiHM, HX YONO-
BiKW. Po3aineHi cim'l, y SsKMX Mif yac eBaKyalii YONOBIK He MOXe noixaTu
3 T0601, PU3NKM 3a3HATU CEKCYaNbHOrO HACKUNbLCTBA MNif YaC NepemilleH-
Hs @60 Mirpauii — yce Le Ta peanbHiCTb, 3 AKOK MatloTb CNPaBY YKPaiHKM.
Kpim TOro, niknyBaHHA Npo AiTen, NITHIX NOLeN; NOAN 3 IHBANIAHICTIO Ta-
KOX Ha iXHIX nneyax. 3apa3 Mif yac BHYTPIWHbOIO NepeMilleHHs B XIHOK
Ayxe 6arato He3akpUTUX NOTPEB, SKi, MOXMUBO, Yy MUPHII Yac 34aBannca 6
ApiBHULEI0, AK-OT: MOMOBHEHHS MOBINBHOrO paxyHKy abo 3acobu ririeHn,
30Kpema NpoKNajikn, yponorivyHi npoknaaku, — ue Ti 6a3oBi noTpe6u, ki

[ly)Ke YacTo HeroMiTHI i YKpal BaxnuBi. Dka, MequuHi npenaparu, 3acobm
FiriEHN, NiKyBaHHA, penokauis — ue BCe Te, Ha WO XIHKN NPOCTO He MAKTb
KOWTIB B YyMOBAX BillHW. YCi Ui iCTOpIT 06’€AHYE CMINbHUN CYyM, CNbO3W, PO3-
nau, HeBiOMICTb, 6paK pecypciB, pilleHHs, yXBaNeHi 3a niueHi roanHu, abo
BaXKMUN BUBIP, WO 3MYLWYE 3annMwnTnca. Takox ix 06’eaHYe AoCBig none-
PeAHbOro NepeMmillleHHs 3 TUMYACOBO OKYMOBAHUX TepuTopin y 2014 poui
1 Bipa B Te, L0 BCe CTPAXITTA CKOPO MMHe. HanBaxnmsiwe: fonomora Aae
MOXUBICTb PATYBATU XUTTS U MIATPUMYBATY XIHOK Y LeN HAJCKNAAHMN yac.
Yac HeBiAOMOCTI, Hafii i Bip1 B MUPHE MalBYTHE NS KOXHOI 3 HUX.

fl 3anuTyBana XiHoK B VKpaiHi: «fIK Tu?», XiHku y LiBenuapii 36m-
panu rpoui Ana AONOMOIM YKPaiHKaM, a y BiANoBiab NyHanu icTopii...

OneHa boHpapuyK, rPOMajCbKa aKTUBICTKA, XapKiB:

I 3BaTu Napuca, BOHa nepeknagauka. Yci Hi npocuaina Ha 11-my nosepci
Ha OnekciiBLyj, AKY HELWAAHO 6OMOUAN 3 NepLIKX AHIB BiHW. Mu Ti Bif KOBIgy
pATyBanu. YBech Lien yac J/lapuca cnana Ha nigno3i B KOPMAopI, a Konu Tpoxu
oAyXana, noyana BUXOAWUTU MO NiKW ANns iHWKUX. CbOrofHi nonpocuna Bu-
Be3TW 11 4o Aiten, y JIbBiB. Mu apyxumo 3 1989 poky. Pasom npauiosanu. Mo-
TiM BYNU KOHKYpPEHTKaMn y BUCTaBKOBOMY 6i3Heci. Konu s nexana B nikap-

Another woman was able to get a rent-free ac-
commodation, where she only had to cover the util-
ity bills cost. But there was no money, so her family
had to live in a car for several days.

That's the female experience of living through
the war. The open war in Ukraine has been going on
for almost a month, devastating and erasing entire
cities. Women and girls face disproportionately great-
er risks than men do, experiencing oppression and
suffering. Separated families, when the husband can-
not accompany you during evacuation, and the risks
of sexual violence during displacement or migration
are the real threats that Ukrainian women now en-
dure. In addition to that, caring for their children, the
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elderly, and people with disabilities has also become
their responsibility. Nowadays, when in the process of
internal displacement, women are left with numerous
unaddressed needs that may have seemed trivial be-
fore. Whether it’s topping up a mobile phone or hav-
ing access to hygiene products, like pads or urological
pads, these basic needs often remain unnoticed, but
they are quite relevant for women. Food, medical sup-
plies, hygiene products, treatment, relocation — all
of these are things that women simply do not have
the means for during wartime. The common thread of
all these stories is sorrow, tears, despair, uncertainty,
lack of resources, decisions made in a matter of hours,
or difficult decisions that make people stay. And simi-

larly, they share the experience of previous relocation
from temporarily occupied territories in 2014, as well
as the belief that all this horror will soon pass. Most
importantly, such assistance allows us to save lives
and support women through these extremely chal-
lenging times — times of uncertainty, hope, and faith
in a peaceful future for each and everyone of them.

I've been asking women in Ukraine, ‘How are
you?' And while women in Switzerland raised mon-
ey to help them, so many stories were voiced...

Olena Bondarchuk, public activist, Kharkiv
Her name is Larisa, she is a translator. She was
spending her days in her apartment in Oleksiyivka,

on the 11th floor. That neighbourhood was relent-
lessly bombed since the first days of the war. We
saved her from COVID-19. All that time Larisa slept
on the floor in the hallway, and when she got better,
she started going out to get medication for others.
Today she asked us to take her to her children in Lviv.
We've been friends since 1989 and worked together.
At some point, we were competitors in the exhibi-
tion business. When | was in the hospital, Larisa
visited me multiple times. If it hadn't been for
those three friends from the outside world that sup-
ported me, | probably wouldn't have had the desire
to come back to life. Life... is initially a wonderful
affair, despite everything and against all odds. It is
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Hi, Tapa 6araTo pasiB NpuiXmKana Ao meHe. Ik6m TPoE
APY3iB i3 30BHIlLHbOIO CBITY TOAI MEHE HE NiATPUMAnH,
y MeHe HaBpsA/ UM BUHUKNO 6 6aXKaHHSA 3HOBY XUTM.
XWUTTA... uyl0Ba WTYKA 32 3alyMOM, He 3Baatuu Hi
Ha Lo 1 ycynepey ycbomy. BoHo uypoBe! Tpeba nu-
WEHb HABUMTUCSA BAUUTU Li KHUTOUKUY», AKI 3LWIMBA-
t0Tb Ntofen y pi3He NonoTHO. Yygosa Buwmeka ayxy! an
HaM CUAWM BUTPUMATMW BCi Lji CbOTOAHILIHI «PO3PUBKY». 3aNULLNMOCS XKUBI...
3WMEMO, BULIMEMO. YKpalHa 3apa3 CTOITb MPOTM Takoro MoHcTpa! Mlapuca
BpATOBaHa. BoHa y BaplwuaBi. Y Apy3iB BapuTb rOPOXOBMIA CyM i HE 3aTEMHIOE
BiKHa, K y XapKoBi Nia yac 6ombapayBaHb.

Haranis KoraH, nucbMeHHULA, NeHCiOHepKa, XapKiB:

Y 6araTokBapTMPHOMY BYAMHKY A 3annlinnaca cama 3 AOMaLlHIM yno6-
NneHuem — xameneoHoM. CRinkytca i3 CyCiaKkoto, y AKoI nec Nopoau Kopri.
Y nepepBax MiX 06CTpinamu no Yepsi XoAMMO 0 MarasuHis, WO6 KyNuUTH TXKY.

OKcaHa JlyHboBa, KepiBHNLA «AcoLiavii iHOK» y JlyraHcbKin o6nacri:
[lobpni feHb. Y HAC € MamMy 3 MaNEHbKUMMU JITbMU, CAMOTHI XIHKK, SIKI
3anuwmnnucs Hapasi 6e3 gonomoru. LLle pa3 askyto Bam 3a nigTpumky!!!' Y Hac
CUNbHI 06CTPINKU B MiCTi. [lefKi XMBYTb AYXe Aaneko. A Tak KOXHa sAKHau-
WBMALE 3MOXe NpuabaTy BCce HEOOXIAHE ANA XUTTA Nopaj i3 MicLem nepe-
6yBaHHA. CuTyaLis y CEBEPOAOHELIbKY 3aNNWAETbCA CKNAAHOM, ane Ham

BAANOCA BXE HaAaTy JONOMOrY BariTHUM, MaTepsM-0AMHAUKaM, XIHKaM i3 Ma-
NEeHbKUMMN [iTbMU, OAVHOKUM XKIHKaM, MIOAAM 3 iHBAMIAHICTIO Ta iHWUM, AK
Hapa3i nepebyBaloTb y MiABanax Ta CXOBMILAX HALIOIO MicTa. Ha nepepaxoBa-
Hi KOWTKW BAANoca npuabati Ky, Xxapui TpUBanoro 36epiraHHA, xapuyBaHHs
NS HEMOBNAT Ta MaNeHbKUX AiTel, Niku (3He60M0BaNbHe, NPOTU3ananbHe,
3acnokinnuBee, aHTUBIOTUKM, TABNETKY | cMponu
BiJ KAl Ta iHWi npenapatu Ansa Ao-
poCnuX i Aiten), 3aco6m ririeHn, nig-
ry3Ku ANs Jopocnux i giten. Big ycix
LX NIOfIEeN BUCNOBIIOK BaM BEMIUKY MNO-
AAKY 33 NIATPUMKY B TaKUid CKNAAHWIA
yac. 3aBAAKM LN NIgTPUMLI TPUMAE-
Mocs 1 Bipumo B nepemory. AAKYE-
MO. [skyto. MTpMeMHO, Wo Npo Hac

He 3abynu | Bam He 6angyxe. Bu Ham
AYXe JOMOMOTHN.

IpuHa CrenaHoBa, onomarae Koneram y JloHeubKiii o6nacri:

[lonomory HafaHo XiHKam i3 [loHeubkol 0651acTi B micTax no6nn3y Cno-
B'AHCbKa Ta Kpamatopcbka. 34e6inblioro — 3akyniBns npoayKTiB XapuyBaH-
HS, MeANKAMEHTIB Ta eBakKyallis.

® AHacTacis, MaTu-oMHaukKa, TPOE AiTel: AiBYaTKA-ONU3HIOUKK 5 po-
KiB, Xnonuuk 11 pokiB, BaXkka hopma LyKpoBoro fiabety. MoTpi6HI rpouwi

incredible! One just needs to learn and see those
threads that connect people into one whole piece
of cloth. It’s a beautiful embroidery of the spirit!
If we have strength to save all that's been ripped
apart and remain alive, we'll patch it all up and
embroider. Ukraine’s now standing up against the
beast! Larisa is saved. She is in Warsaw, cooking
pea soup at her friends’ place. Now she doesn’t
have to black out the windows like she did in
Kharkiv, during shelling.

Nataliia Kogan, writer, retired, Kharkiv

In the multi-storey apartment building, | re-
mained alone with my pet chameleon. | keep in touch
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with a neighbour who has a Corgi dog. During the
shelling breaks, we take turns to go to the shops for
some food.

Oksana Lunova, head of the ‘Women’s Association’,
the Luhansk region

Greetings! We have women with small children
and single women who were left alone without assis-
tance. Thank you once again for your support!!! The
city is under heavy shelling. Some of the women live
very far away, but now they'll be able to quickly pur-
chase what they need somewhere near their dwel-
lings. The situation in Severodonetsk remains diffi-
cult, but we've already managed to provide assistance

to pregnant and single women, single mothers and
women with small children, people with disabilities,
and those who are currently staying in the basements
and shelters of our city. With the funds received, we
were able to buy some long-lasting food supplies,
baby formula, medications (painkillers, anti-inflam-
matory drugs, sedatives, antibiotics, cough pills, syrups,
and other remedies), hygiene products, and diapers
for adults and children. On behalf of all those people,
I'd like to express sincere gratitude to all of you for
your support during this challenging time. It's one of
the reasons we keep holding on and believing in our
victory. WE THANK YOU. | thank you. It’s very thought-
ful of you, and that means a great deal to us.

Iryna Stepanova, assists her colleagues in the
Donetsk region

The support was provided to women from the
Donetsk region near Sloviansk and Kramatorsk. For
the most part, we purchased food items and medi-
cation, but also the evacuation was arranged.

* Anastasiia, a single mother of three: twin girls
aged five and an eleven-year-old boy with a severe
form of diabetes. Money was needed to purchase
food, they'll be evacuated.

* Two women with a child. The volunteers made
an attempt to evacuate them, but there was an acci-
dent. The girl suffered head and back injuries, she
also developed tonsillitis as a result of hypother-

49



//”'/A':\ Ha NpuabaHHA NpPoayKTiB, ByayTb eBa-
( OHD(

il 6 KyNOBaHi.
’ 0\ \ @ [1Bi XiHKM Ta OflHA JUTWHA, iX Ha-
}’ _uv? Maranucs eBakytoBaTW BOMIOHTEPH, ane
' . 4507 Yy cTanacs aBapisi, AUTUHA 3apa3 Y nikap-
\ o" "ﬂ& ¢ 360 Hi. liBUMHKA OTpMMana TpaBMmy rono-
o\° BW Ta CMUHWU, KpiM TOro, Byno nepe-

OXONOAXEHHSA, | BOHA 3axBopina
Ha aHriHy. TepMiHOBO Kynunu
nikn. OfHa 3 XIHOK nif vac
aBapii oTpumana TpaBmy lie-
nenu, HeobXifHO onNnaTUTK no-
CNyru cTomaronora.
@ XKiHku 3i CNOB'AHCbKa, cecTpu. BaneHTu-
Ha MOBHICTIO Henpaue3aaTHa, MaE NPobnemun 3 NCUXikoo,
eBaKyloBaTu i1 6yno Hikomy. Cectpa Kynuna in NpoayKTH, Niku Ta namnepcu.
BoHa nepeHecna BaxKnii KOBif, cCama neABe NepecyBaeTbCs, ane He Nonu-
LIAE CecTpy.
Kinbka icTopin i3 cena boropoaunute (6ins CeaToripcbka). MigipsaHo micT,
MOBHICTI0 HEMAE IH(pacTpyKTypwu!
@ baratofiTHa cim'a, ueTBepo AiTel, 6AaTbKWM BTPATUNM POBOTY uepe3
nigpue MOCTY. YaCTUHY HajaHMX FPOLIEN XiHKA BUTPATUNA Ha MKW, AKi By-
AYTb 3aMOB/eHi uepe3 BONOHTEPIB y [HINpi.

@ (CamOTHA NiTHA ManomobinbHa XiHka. BonoHTepu Kynunu ans Hei npo-
AYKTW Ta NiKW.

@ )XiHKa BUXOBYE ANTUHY, O(DILINHO He NpaLoBana, OCKiNbKM nepedysa-
nay BignycTui no gornaay 3a AUTUHOL0.

@ [lepeceneHka (3 2014 poky) 3 micTa [loHewbK. Brpatuna po6oTy uepes
3pYVHOBAHWIA MICT. BONOHTEPM KynuAK ANs Hel NPOAYKTI XapuyBaHHA, NiKu
i 361paloTbCA €BaKyBaTW. BoHa fifaTume BiANOBIAHO A0 06CTaBUH.

® [IBOE AiTen, 4 i 2 poKn. MaTn He MOXe NOTPANUTM Ha po6OoTy, TOMY
Lo MICT nigipBanu. 3akynuna npoayKTH, 3anuiinna YacTUHY rpoLien Ha Bu-
nafiok eBaKyalil.

® baratofiTHa MaTu BTpaTia poboTy, MA€E BaxKy XBopoby cepus. [itn
3MYLWEHI NOCTIMHO BXWBATK MiKU: MOMOALIA ANTNHA OTPUMANa BaXKy Mcu-
XiuHy TpaBmy B 2014 poui, 3apa3 noTpebye NOCTINHOI MEAUUYHOT KOpeKLi
[OpOrUMI npenapaTtamu (OTPUMYIOTb Uepe3 BOMOHTEPIB). M LIYKAEMO MOX-
NNBICTb eBakKyauil.

@ (Ceno B [loHewUbKin 06NaCTi OKynoBaHe, eBaKyaLito Y3rofxeHo, Heob-
XiAHO pPO3paxyBaTnCA 3 NEPEBI3HUKOM.

@ )KiHKa 76 pokiB Ta i1 maTy 98 pokiB. OTpUManu rpoLwi Ha DKy Ta Niku.

@ )XKiHLi 78 pokiB, 1T YONOBIK Yy BaXKOMy CTaHi micns kosigy. Cim'to nna-
HYIOTb BMBE3TU Ha YOBHAX. POCINCbKI OKYMaHTX MOKM LLO CTOATb B CeNi 3 04-
HOro 6OKYy.

@ (Cim'a 3 XapKoBa, MalTb ManeHbKy ANTUHY. 060€ AOPOCNNX BTPATUNIM
po60TY Nif yac BiHU 1 BYNKN 3MYLLEHI BUIXaTW, TOMY LLO B IXHbOMY PanoHi

mia. The child is now in the hospital. The medica-
tion was purchased instantly. In the accident, one of
the women had a jaw injury, so the dental services
bill is pending payment.

® The women from Sloviansk, they are sisters.
One of them, Valentyna, has mental health prob-
lems and is thus completely disabled. There were
no attempts to evacuate her. Her sister, who'd had a
severe form of COVID-19 and now can barely move
herself, did not abandon Valentyna. She bought her
food, medicine, and diapers.

Several stories from the village of Bohorodychne,
near Sviatohirsk. The bridge was totally destroyed by
an explosion, there is no infrastructure left.
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* A large family with four children, where
both parents have lost their jobs due to the bridge
destruction. Part of the funds we provided was spent
on medication that needs to be ordered through vol-
unteers in Dnipro city.

* A lonely elderly woman with limited mobility,
received food and medicine through the volunteers.

* A woman whao's raising a child, with no offi-
cial income due to maternity leave.

* A woman relocated from Donetsk in 2014.
She lost her job because of the blasted bridge. Vol-
unteers provided her with food, medicine and a pos-
sibility for an upcoming evacuation. She will make
her decisions based on the circumstances.

* A mother of a two-year-old and a four-year-
old. The destroyed bridge prevents her from attend-
ing work. We provided them with some food and
money in case they'll have a chance to evacuate.

¢ A mother of many children who lost her job.
She has a serious heart condition, and her kids are
also constantly in need of medication. The young-
est child suffered a severe mental trauma in 2014
and now requires permanent support of expensive
medications, which they receive through volunteers.
We're considering the evacuation options.

® The village in the Donetsk region is occupied,
the evacuation has been arranged, we need to pay
for the transfer.

* A seventy-six-year-old woman and her ninety-
eight-year-old mother. They received money for food
and medication.

* A seventy-eight-year-old woman with her
husband in critical condition after COVID-19. There
is a plan to evacuate this family using boats.Russian
invaders are currently positioned on the other side
of the village.

e A family from Kharkiv, with a small child.
Both adults lost their jobs because of the war and
were forced to leave as there was no electricity,
gas, and water, also no underground or bomb
shelters. The little girl was scared and begged not
to kill her. The infrastructure was completely de-
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He 6YN0 Hi eNeKTPUKK, Hi rasy, Hi BOAW, Hi METPO, Hi iHWNX 6OMBOCXOBULL,
a HansKaHa AMTUHA 6narana He B6KUBATW Ti. MMOBHICTIO 3pyHOBaHa iHdpa-
CTPYKTypa. [poLi BUTPATATb HA OPEHAY XNTNA B MICTI eBaKyauji.

® TeTaHa, AKa 3anuwmnacsa y Cnos'sHCbKyY, AOTMAAAE 33 ABOMA NITHIMM
poguukamu (87 i 91 pik), oHa 3 HUX HA MUnMLAX, 6abyci HaBiapi3 BiaMOB-
NAKTHCA eBaKyBATUCA. BOHM Kynunu namnepcu, yponoriyHi Npoknaaku,
NiKKM — yce ue 3amMoBKUAN Yepe3 BONOHTepIB y [IHinpi. AnTekn y CNOB'AHCbKY

® KpamatopcbK. Y XKIiHKM 3arnHyB CMH Nif yac ob6cTpiny Cnos’'sHCbKA
22 KBITHS, 11 NOTPi6HI 6yNK rpowwi Ha nanbHe, WO6 BUBE3TH TiNO.

@ 1o BiHM XiHKa B3aNa fiTen nig oniky, ane ooOpMUTU OMiKYHCbKY
JAONOMOTY He BCTUIMW. 3apa3 BWIXanu i3 30HM 6ONOBUX Aiil B iHWe Micle
B YKpaiHi, a XiHKa noTpanuna B nikapHio. iin gyxe noTpibHa gonomora B 06-
CTEXEHHI Ta NiKyBaHHI.

He NpaukoTb.

LiuTaTa: Vci XIiHKM Wupo AAKYI0Tb Bam 3a AONOMOTY.

® XiHka, cenuue Mickn-2, baxmyTCbKMI PanoH, MicLeBa aKTUBICTKA,
MU Npuabanu in reHepaTop, 3a JONOMOTOI0 AKOrO MiCLEBI XNUTeNi 3apsaxa-
t0Tb TenetoHun. Kynnnm Takox Ju3enbHe nanbHe AN reHepartopa.

® AKTMBICTKA 3 cena baxmyTka (po3TawoBaHe Ha NiBAOPO3i Bif NiHii
PO3MEXYBAHHS), MU TAKOX KYMUAY iM reHepaTtop, TOMY Lo TaM yxe 6inbLu
HIX 2 MicALI HeMae cBiTna. JlloAn KynytTb CONAPKY | 3apAAXaTb Xoua 6
TenedoHu. Tam y3arani NpocTo anokanincuc...

@ Bo/oHTepkKa /liogmMnna opraHi3oByeE JOMOMOTY XUTENAM NOCTPaXaa-
nux Big 6ombapayBaHb MicTeuok KuiBcbkoi o6nacti — bopoasHkm, focto-
mens, Ipnexs. Kynye n po3Bo3uTb MeANKAMEHTM Ta NPOAYKTY XapuyBaHHS.

@ XapkiB'AHKa, BONOHTEPKA, AKa AOMMAAAE 3a NITHIMK XIHKaMu, NONpo-
cuna rpolwen Ha nig3apsaky TenedoHa. Mu [oNoMOrnn Takox NPoAyKTamMu.

stroyed. The money they've collected will be spent
to cover the accommodation rental cost after the
evacuation.

* Tetiana had to stay in Sloviansk to take care of
her two very elderly relatives who firmly refused to
evacuate. The women are eighty-seven and ninety-
one years old, and one of them is on crutches.
Through volunteers in Dnipro city, they were able
to buy diapers, urological pads, and necessary medi-
cine. Pharmacies in Sloviansk are shut down.

Quote, All those women sincerely thank you for
your help!

* A woman, local activist from Pisky-2 village
in the Bakhmut district. We purchased a generator
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and also provided her with diesel fuel for it. Now her
fellow residents can charge their phones.

® An activist from the village of Bakhmutka,
which is halfway from the demarcation line. They
had no electricity for over 2 months, so we also got
them a generator. Now they can at least buy die-
sel fuel and charge their phones. It seems like the
world has ended there...

* Liudmyla is a volunteer who provides assis-
tance to residents of Borodyanka, Hostomel, and
Irpin. Those towns in the Kyiv region were heavily
affected by bombings. She buys and distributes
medical and food supplies.

* Awoman from Kharkiv, a volunteer who'’s car-

Mapis UyniHiHa, ronoBa ¢oHay «flo6po Tak», Xapkis:

MepLa icTopis

Lle Maua...

BoHa hapmauesT...
Matu i JpyXuHa...

[lo BinHM 6yna wacnuea i npougitana...
MiHa, 3anuweHa «6narofinHuKamn» Ha Aopo3i,

Ha3aBX/AN 3MIHUNA TT KUTTA...

Mapii BUKOHaNN PEKOHCTPYKLiO Nepenomis Lie-
neny cepefHin yacTUHi 06NNYUA, KUCTI Ta KNKUYNLb...
Hapa3si giBunHa nepebyBae B peaHimauji.

Y manbyTHboMy 6yae 3p06a1eHO NNACTMKY HOCQ,
i Halla KOMaH/a BipuTb, WO AiBYNHA CTaHe TaKo

KpacuBoto, SIK i 10 Tparefii...
Mu no3HanoMununcsa BUNagKoBo.
Oonnatunu matepian...

ing for elderly women, asked for money to be able to
recharge her mobile phone. We also helped with food.

* Kramatorsk. A woman’s son died during the
shelling of Sloviansk on April 22nd, she was in need
of money to transport her son’s body.

* A woman adopted several children, but
couldn’t finalise the legal paperwork because of
the war. They successfully left the conflict zone and
moved to another place in Ukraine, but the woman
ended up in the hospital. She needs to be diagnosed
and treated.

Mariia Chupinina, head of the ‘Kindness Yes’
foundation, Kharkiv

The first story

This is Masha...

She is a pharmacist...

A mother and a wife...

She was happy and thriving, before the war...

A mine that was left in the middle of the road
by some ‘do-gooders’ changed her life. Forever...

Masha went through a complicated reconstruc-
tion of her fractured jaw, wrist, and collarbones.
Currently, the woman is in the intensive care unit.

Our team believes that after the rhinoplasty, she
will be as beautiful as she was before the tragedy.
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Onepauilo BUKOHAHO... BenuuesHa noaska...

[pyra ictopis

Y 2022 poui Mapis YyniniHa nig o6cTpinamu B XapKoBi Baouepuna au-
TuHy (i He ofHY) 3i CKNAAHUMM AiarHO3aMK; Li ManoKn 3'aBUANCA Ha CBIT

y 6ombocxoBuwi. Mpo nepwy — Mpito — BOHA Hanucana Tak: «Y Bep6Hy

HefiNto, 3a TWXKAEHb 0 NPABOCNABHOIrO BenukoaHa, 17 KBiTHA, Y MeHe Ha-

poaunaca AOHbKa. A Wacnmea, A CNiBa Bif WACTA, S BXE MOXY CKa3aTh

gronoc: A 3Hosy MAMA!!! MOS1 JOHEYKA — LLE CUMBO/1 BIPW B MEPEMOTY

NOBPA 1 HAAIT HA MANBYTHE.

flHiHa 3eneHcbka, napTHepka NGO, AUpeKTOpKa Ta MamMa AUTUHM 3 iHBania-

HiCTIO:

Mu oTpuManu rpoLioBy AONOMOTY 1 BUKOPUCTanH Ti, o6 B1Be3TH 3 Xap-

KOBa fliTell 3 iHBaNiAHICTIO Ta IXHIX MaTepiB.

We met accidentally and paid for the surgery
supplies.

The surgery was successful. They're extremely
grateful...

The second story

In 2022, Mariia Chupinina adopted a child, and
even more children later on, those with complicated
diagnoses. Those children were born in bomb shel-
ters, while Kharkiv was being shelled. Mariia named
her daughter Mriia (which symbolically means ‘a
dream’) and shared with us how she felt.

‘That Palm Sunday on April 17th, a week before
Orthodox Easter, my baby-girl came into the world.
I'm so thrilled that I'm singing with joy. Now | can
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say it out loud: | am a MOTHER again!!! MY DAUGH-
TER IS THE SYMBOL OF FAITH IN THE VICTORY AND
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE!

Yanina Zelenska, NGO partner and director, mother
of a disabled child

We received financial assistance and put it to
use by evacuating children with disabilities and
their mothers from Kharkiv.

Yu Mol Aupuu
MUp Y2ATAA?

)S PEACE EVEN
A POSSIBILITY?



€ niofun, AKi Ha3MBAKTb CYNPOTUB 3Ny HEOAKAHHAM NMPUNHATM MUP.
€ nioau, AKi KaXyTb NPO 6aaHHA MUPY, ane MaloTb HEAOCTaTHLO iHhopMa-
uil, wo6b 1roro 6yaysatu. [iy>e ryyHo NyHaKOTb rONOCK LWOA0 HEranHoro BCTa-
HOBNEHHS MUPY, aNne Ui BOHW FOBOPATL MPO MUp?

Lien pik nokasas, L0 OAHOro 6axaHHs 3amano. BiH NifCBITMB BAXMBICTb
rONoCiB, KOXXHOrO ronocy, skuii Tenep uye cBiT. CBIT He uyB YKpaiHy BicCim po-
KiB i3 2014-r0. BiCiM POKIB TWLI, KON He Ha3MBaNK BiliHY BiliHOM. Hi, He TaK,
6inbl Hix 300 pokiB... He NporoBopeHa, He NPUIHATA, NPUXOBAHA iCTOPIs
Mnpo Te, K YKPaiHLi Ha CBOI 3eMNi Hamaranucs 6yayBaTit MUP B arpPeCUBHO-
My CepefoBULLi KOMOHIaNbHOI 3aNeXHOCTI.

Tenep NoCTae NUTAHHA: AK GyAyBaTU CEPeAOBULLE MUPY NIOAAM, AKi
nepexunu BiliHy?

LLle y KBITHI, KONX ropTana HOBUHU MPO JeoKynauito byyi, Npo CKOEHI
POCICbKMMM OKyNaHTaMu Hacunns, ybuBCTBa, pyliHyBaHHSA, MapoAepCcTBo,
s Hamaranacs 6e3nopagHo LTy A0 AKOICb HOBUHMU, IKA BCE CKACYE, Y AKIK
OyAe HanuCcaHo: yCi BPATOBAHI, yce BUNPAB/EHO, YCi pyliHYBaHHSA BifOyA0BaHI,
yci 06pi ntoan BOCKPecnu, a BCi 3ni — aHirinoBanucs. Mo€ pauio cTykano
[0 3HEBIPEHOI YABY, WO Lie HEMOX/NBO, aNne MexaHiuHa Nam'aTb He JaBana
CNoKoH. fl X (iNnoNoruHA, XypHanicTka, AOCAILHNLSA, 1)K 3BUKNA 3aBXKAN

3HaxoAuTn NoTpi6HY iHdhopMmauito. Cton. Tol xax — ue Bce npasaa. He 6yae
HOBMHMU, IKA NOBEPHE BCE Ha3af.

MOJIUTBA

LLlicTb micAuWiB MUHYNO, BIAKONKM A NepeynTyBana CTeHorpa-
My 3yCTPiyi 3 KOJIeramn B OHMAWHI — NPO NPOBAEMU, BUKIUKY,
3aBAaHHA 4NA NOAANbLWON0 XNUTTA Y BUHUKAKUX 06CTaBUHAxX. YCi
BaXKNUBI CNOBA, yBeCb HENMOBIPHO MUBGOKNIA GPENHCTOPMIHT Mo-
yanu BMNMBATUCA B MONMUTBY. TaK-TaK, Lie He ApyKapCbka nNomun-
Ka. MonuTBa — Lie Taka hopma nofaHHs iHchopMmallii. A He Hanexy
[0 AKoICb KOHecil, He Bipto B bora, ane Bipto, Wo pi3Hi opmu
AOHECEHHS iH(opmauii JonomaralTb Nopo3ymituca nogam. Gop-
Ma CTBOPIOE OUiKYBAHHA LLOAO 3MICTY i CNPOLLYE NOTO PO3YMiHHS
ANsA TOro, 10 KOro 3BepTaEllcs. barato XTo 3BePTAETHCA 3 MONUT-
BO [10 bora, a f Xouy 3BepHYTUCA 3 MONUTBOLO [0 Ntoaen. Hexaun
BOHA iCHYE, MOS MONTMTBA, 60 JOBEAEHO: KON 03BYYYELL HaXKAHHS
Ta NParHeHHs, Le CnpaLboByE.

A Mpito PO MUp, y AKOMY CKiHUMNACA BillHA | AKNIA € APYXKHIM
[0 [iTen, XIiHOK, MONofi, XiHOK MOXUNOro BiKy, YONOBIKiB; MUp,
y AKOMY NiATPUMKY HaAakTb i3 NOBArow 0 NOACLKOI TgHOCTI,
o nepeabavace fJOBipY 1 NPABO Ha BiAMOBY NPUNHATIA JONOMOTY.

There are people who say that resisting evil
means an unwillingness to accept peace. There are
people who wish for peace, but lack information to
establish it. And there are loud voices urging us to
stop the war, but do they actually mean peace?

This year has proved that just wishing for peace
is not enough. It has revealed the importance of each
and everyone’s voices that can be heard by the world
right now. The world was oblivious to Ukraine’s alerts
for the whole eight years — since 2014, when
the word ‘war’ was simply muffled down. No, wait,
it's been like that for over 300 years... The history of
Ukrainians trying to build peace on their own land
under an aggressive colonial domination is unspo-
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ken, unaccepted, and hidden. Heres the conundrum:
how do those who've experienced war can possibly
build a peaceful environment?

Back in April, when | was scrolling through
the news about the de-occupation of Bucha and
witnessed the violence committed by Russian in-
vaders — murders, destruction, looting — | was des-
perately looking for anything that would wipe the
slate clean. Any news that would say everyone had
been saved, everything had been fixed, all destruction
had been restored, all good people had resurrected,
and all evil ones had perished. As rationality ap-
pealed to my forlorn imagination saying that all
that was clearly impossible, my mechanical memory

made me restless. I'm a philologist, a journalist, a
researcher, I'm used to always finding the necessary
information. Hold on a minute, that horror was true.
And there was nothing we could say to nullify it.

MY PRAYER

Six months have passed since | went through the
transcript of an online meeting | once had with my
colleagues. We discussed problems, challenges, and
tasks one might face when planning their life under
the current circumstances.All the important words,
all those incredibly deep brainstorming ideas we
came up with grew into a prayer.And no, this is not a
typo. A prayer is a form that helps us convey certain

information. The form itself creates expectations to-
wards its content, which simplifies its understanding
for the recipient. | don’t practise any religion and |
don't believe in God. But what | believe in is that dif-
ferent forms of conveying information help people
understand each other. Many turn to God in their
prayers, but in my prayer I'd like to address people.
Let my prayer be heard; it’s been proven: one should
voice their desires and aspirations for them to work.

| dream of a world with no war; a world where
children, women, youth, elderly women, and men feel
welcome and warm; a world where support is offered
with respect for human dignity,and that is, with trust
and the right to reject it.
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Mup, y SKOMY rapaHTOBaHO OCBITY, 6e3neKy 1 3aXMCT NpaB Nto-
[IMHN.

Mup, y skomy i3nuHa Hebe3neka, CTpec, BiliHa, BTpaTa po6o-
TW, LOMIBKM, XMUTTS, CeKCyanbHe HAcUMbCTBO, PabCTBO — Lie Has-
BaHe 3710, BU3HAUEHe IK HEMUHYYI NPOBeMU, | B AKOMY LIYKAKOTb
LWASXW BCTAHOBMEHHS CNPaBeanBoCTi.

f mpito Npo mup, y AKOMy ANns NOAUHU HEMAE 6ap'epiB 100
aocTtyny o iHopmauii, 0CBITH, PO3BUTKY KyNbTypu 6€3 ANCKpU-
MiHaLi i 3 MOBaro A0 0COBUCTOCTI.

Mup, y AKOMY B XiHKaX B6@UatOTb HE TifIbKN MOXNMUBICTb Mifl-
BULLMTM HAPOAXYBAHICTb Y KPaiHI, 3pyHOBAHIN BIHOIO.

fl MOMIOCS He 3a igeanbHUn Mup, a 3a MU, AKUN MOXEMO Mo-
byayBaTM pasom. Montocs 3a MOXANBICTb 3anN06IrTM 31y, NOUyTH
3aKKK NPO JOMNOMOTY, MUP, Y SKOMY iCTOPIlO NILWYTb, 3BaXaloum
Ha Nam'ATb MPO TUX, XTO KPUYaB, | TUX, XTO MOBYAB, | TUX, XTO 60-
POBCH, | TUX, KOTO CKPUBAUAMU, | TUX, XTO 3aNMLIABCS, | TUX, XTO BTI-
KaB, | HABITb TUX, XTO 3pafinB.

A Montocs 3a MUp, Y SKOMY IepXaBa nparHe 3axuLatit NoauHy,
a He nanipui, Wo BUNPaBAOBYIOTb BAAY; MUP, Y AKOMY MOXUBICTb
BCTAHOBWTW CNPABEANMBICTb ONepaTUBHA 1 A€ HAMIt0 XUTN.

fl montocs, TOMy WO AOCI € CUTyaLiT, KON HACUNbCTBO BUMpPAB-
A0BYIOTb 3BMUKO0. BiATak NOANHA 3MyLIeHa NPOCMTM Ta 3aCTo-

coByBaTW 36poto, Wo6 3axucTuTcs, 60 ronoc po3ymy 4acto
He NouyTun.

A Montocsa 3a NONITUYHMIA BNNNB XIHOK, aKTUBICTIB Ta aKTUBI-
CTOK, K MalOTb 3HAHHA Ta UYTNUBICTb A0 CYCNiNbHUX Npo6nem,
a TaKOX AionomaralTb BCTAHOBMTU CNPaBeANMUBICTb, PO3BMBATY
MuUp Ta 6e3neky B MOIl KpaiHi.

f MOnOCA 3a MUp, Y AKOMY MOXNMUBMWIA Jianor, y akomy Tebe
He NPUHIKYIOTb Uepes Te, L0 XMBeLl Y Kpalux abo ripwux noby-
TOBUX YMOBAX, fie Tebe 6auaTb K 0COBUCTICTD, a He K 3aCi6.

A moniocs 3a MUP YXKe Nif Yac BiHU — 32 30€PEXEHHS KyNbTy-
pU 1 BifJHOBNEHHS HAYKM, 3@ PO3BUTOK i MIATPUMKY Manoro 6isHecy
(3a BenuKMi 6i3HeC MONATLCA NOAK B KOPMOPALLfX),

3a MicHi, 3a TYPUCTUYHY NPMBABNUBICTD, 3@ MiCLLEBI CMAKONUKMY,
perioHanbHy cneundiky BUWNBKK Ta 6yab-AKUX pemMecen, 3a eKo-
napku i 36epexeHHs BUAIB POCNWH, NTaxiB, NNasyHiB, 3a 03epa
i PiKK, NicK Ta FipCbKi CTEXKM,

3a CMiNKYBaHHSA, 3@ HAaBYAHHSA 11 NepefaBaHHA A0OCBIAY, 33 pPO3-
6ynoBY iHDPACTPYKTYpU ANS AiTEN, XIHOK, N0Aeid 3 iHBaNIAHICTIO,
ntofen NOXMIOro BiKy, 3a WKOMK, NIAPYYHUKM, KHKKIA, LOPOTK,
NiWOXiAHI Nepexoaun, NAHAYCK Ta YHIBEPCANbHUN AN3aAiH, APYX-
HiN 00 NIOAUHMN,

3a MOXNUBICTb peabiniTayii gns AiTen, XiHOK i BETepaHiB,
ANA TUX, XTO NMepexuB AOCBIA BIMHW B OKynawii, y Tuay, XT0

A world where education, safety, and human
rights protection are all guaranteed.

A world where physical danger, stress, war, loss
of work or home, loss of life, sexual violence, and
slavery are all treated as evil, defined as inevitable
problems, and are actively fought against to estab-
lish justice.

| dream of a world with no obstacles for people
in accessing information or education, where cultur-
al development exists without discrimination and
with respect for individuality.

A world where women are seen not only as
a birth rate increase tool in a country devastated
by war.
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| don’t pray for an ideal world, but for one that
we can build together by addressing the calls for
help and preventing evil; a world where history is
written based on the memory of those who were
loud and those who were silent, those who fought
and those who were wronged, those who stayed
and those who fled, and even those who betrayed.

| pray for a world where the government seeks
to protect the individuals and not the papers that jus-
tify the regime; a world where justice is possible and
prompt, and it inspires us to live.

| pray because and for as long as there are
still situations where violence is justified by habit.
And some still have to ask for weapons to defend

themselves, since the voice of reason is often ne-
glected.

| pray for women and activists in general to
have political power, for they possess the sensitiv-
ity and knowledge of social issues, they advocate
justice, they struggle for peace and safety in my
country.

| pray for a world where dialogue is a feasible
way of communication, where one’s personal value
is not diminished based on their (worse or better
than others’) living conditions, where one is seen as
an individual, not as an instrument.

| pray for peace even now, during the war; | pray
for our cultural heritage to be saved, for our sci-

ence to be restored, for our small business to have
enough funding to develop (big business is looked
after by people in corporations);

for songs, for tourist appeal, for local delica-
cies, for the diversity of regional embroidery and
crafts; for eco-parks and the preservation of plant,
bird, and reptile species, for lakes and rivers, for
woods and mountain trails;

for communication, for learning and sharing the
experience, for the development of infrastructure
for children, women, people with disabilities, and
elderly people; for schools, textbooks, and books;
for roads, pedestrian crossings, ramps, and universal
human-friendly designs;
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nepemicTmeca YKpaiHOW 1 33 KOPAOH; 3a MOXIUBICTb YTiNOBATH

ifiel Ta po3BMUBaTUCS,

3a (Di3NYHY 7 NCUXONOTiYHY 6e3neKy, 3a CBATKYBAHHSA 6€3 npu-
Mycy, 3a ropaicTb 6e3 nadocy, 3a NIOAAHICTb | FOCTUHHICTb 6€e3 yne-

pemkeHb,

3a CTaMbynbCbKy KOHBEHLIiO Ta i1 PO3YMiHHA XiHKaMu i Yono-

BiKamu,

3a ColianbHi Mepexi W cuny CninbHOT, WO TPUMAKTb Hac

Ha 3B'A3KY,

3a Te, Wo6 My fo3BonAnmM cobi aymatu npo cebe, a He Npo Te,

L0 CKAXYTb iHLI,

3a Te, Wo6 My MO AoNOoMaraTy iHWKWM aymaTu Npo cebe i no-

BakaTy HalLli KOPAOHN.

A MONOCA 33 NPUAHATTA Pi3HUX AYMOK i 33 MOXNMBICTb 6YTH

BLOMA, 6YTU pa3om.
3a Tebe 1 3a MeHe.
3a Tux, Koro nbnto.

3a 3ycTpivi Ta 06MiH 1OCBIAOM.

3a Hagio 1 3a MabyTHE.
Xan TaK i 6yge.

for the rehabilitation of children, women, and
veterans, all those who lived under occupation, be-
hind the enemy lines, or relocated within Ukraine
and abroad;

for the opportunity to develop and fulfil ideas,
for physical and psychological safety; for celebrat-
ing without being forced, for pride without being
arrogant, for humanity and hospitality without be-
ing biassed;

for women and men being able to fathom the
Istanbul Convention;

for social media and the power of communities
that keep us all connected;
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for us being considerate of our own opinions
rather than opinions of others;

for us to be able to help others concentrate on
themselves and respect our boundaries.

| pray for tolerance and acceptance of different
views, for the opportunity to be at home and to be
together.

For you and for me.

For those whom | love.

For meeting people and exchanging experi-
ences.

For hope and for the future.

Let it be.




3i6panu 100 yHiKanbHUX XiHOUMX iCTOpiK Npo BinHY. 30 ayaio, 70 NKUCbMO-
BUX... KOXXHA iCTOpiA — roToBuMiA CloXeT Ans 6ectcenepa... CKinbku B LuX ic-
Topisx eHeprii! Ckinbku N060BI. 060BI A0 AiTen, 6NU3bKMX, ApY3iB, [0 pia-
HOro MiCTa, a ronoBHe — A0 YkpaiHu! A we Bipu! Bipu B NMepemory YkpaiHu
Ha/J BOPOroM, HaJ a6CONIOTHUM 3/10M.

BipuMo 1 M. 3HAEMO, L0 HACTaHE AieHb, | MU NOBEPHEMOCA A0A0MY, Y pia-
HUN XapKiB.

Mu 36epemocs B Halomy My3el... 3anpocumo Koner i apysis... O6iime-
MOCSA... 3raflaeMO TUX, KOro 3abpana B HacC L NPOKAATYLA BiliHa...

| 3p06UMO B HaloMy My3ei BucTaBky «il icTopisi BillHM», sKa po3nosiga-
TUMe NpaBAY NPO BiiHY, aJyke MU iCTOPi0 TBOPUMO, NULLEMO, 36epiraEmo...

in all those stories! Love for the children, for the
dear ones and friends, for the home town, but most
importantly for Ukraine! And there’s faith — in
Ukraine’s victory over the enemy, over the abso-
lute evil.

We also have that faith. We trust that day will
come — the day when we'll return home, to our
beloved Kharkiv.
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We'll gather at our museum, invite our col-
leagues and friends... Hug each other and com-
memorate all those taken from us by this bloody
war...

The exhibit ‘Her Story of the War’ will finally
come into the world at our museum. It will show
us all the truth about the war, because we are the
ones who create, write, and preserve our history.
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Y rpyaHi 2022-ro s nosepHynacs y Kpakis, o6 npoBecTyn nepLy 3ycTpiy
nosa mexamu YkpaiHu. He BCi, XTO XOTiB, 3MOrN npuixat. Mn BXe He nna-
Kanu, a AiNuAnca cnoragamy i pasom yynu ix HaHoBO. [lyke A0Bro JOMOB-
nanucs npo 6e3neky CninkyBaHHA, MOBY il MoBary.

TetqaHa:
27 NOTOrO MOEKD BYNULEIO 1Xana PoCiiCbka TEXHIKa. Lle ayxe By3bka Bynu-
U, [301T1 TaM HE3PYYHO, Lie MO0 CTaTy 1A HUX NACTKOI. § He Morna 3po-
3yMiTH, UK Le peanbHo. 4 nogymana: wo By TyT 3abynn? 3aBaHTaXUNA TauKy
LLer/Nol0 Ta CTapMMU WMHAMK 1 niwna 6yayeaTti 6apuKagy Ha NovaTKy Bynu-
Li, W06 HACTYNHOro pa3y BOHM He NPoiXanu. Tam s TaKOX Nepekpuna wnar-
6aym. Cycian ckasanu, Wo ue He gonomoxe. OauH yono-
BiK TPOXM [OMOMIr, ane, MabyTb, APYXMHA HA HbOTO
po3cepannacs, i BiH niwos gogomy.  npocTo
3rafana, Ak Ha ManaaHi'y 2014 poui 6poHe-
TpaHcnopTep He 3Mir nogonatu 6apu-
kagy. Konu pocisiHn moyanm Tikatu
Ha3ajg, 6bapukaga Bxe byna roto-
Ba. 1 He BCTWUIMA [icTaTUCA CBO-
ro 6yAMHKY, Wo6 cxoBaTucs, TOMy
KWHyna Tauky 1 nobirna 3a narop6,
cxoBanacs. BoHn nouyanu ranbmy-
BaTU, MalNHWM 3IWITOBXHYNKCA, | pocCis-

HU caxHynuca. 1 6yna paaa, Wo Xou Hanskana Boporis. BoHu po3i6panu
6apukaay Ta noixanu. 9 3abpana Tauky 1 niwna gonomy. Motim pocisHu
NOBePHYNMCS Ha3aj NilKK, ane f 3HOBY 3aKpuna 6apukagy. Bonu npocros-
NN TaMm MiB roAUHM, NOKM He BAANOCA 3/1aMaTh 3aMOK Wnaréayma. Ha Hawin
BYNNLI X Y)Ke YeKanu yKpaTHCbKi XmomnLi.

Mogmuna bopuy:

Mot 2022 poky. Y NOBITPI BXe BiguyBanaca Hanpyra. 3Halouu, Wo Mii
UONOBIK — BINCbKOBOCNY)X60BELb, YCi NOCTIHO NUTANMN, UM € AKICb ne-
peaymoBW NS NOYaTKy BiMHW. BBaxanu, Wo BiiHA MOYHETbCs 3 [loHe-
ubka Ta flyraHcbka. Ha TenebaueHHi, B iHTepPHETI — ycloan nNpo Te Mwwno-
csA. Ta LWe 1 pilleHHs NPOo BU3HAHHA POCI€l0 Lmx KkBasipecnybnik. Lo byge,
o 6paTw, Kyau TikaTuh i Ak 36eperTu cebe Ta piagHUX? [le KynuTn pauii i 9K
He 3arybuTn pigHUX y pasi BifCyTHOCTI 3B'A3Ky? Ane NpAMMX 03HAK NiA-
FOTOBKM [0 BOEHHMX AiN He 6yno B HAWOMy perioHi. Tinbku Bif reHepana
C. I. KpuBoHOCa A nouyna, WO BiilHA, IMOBIpHille, NOYHETbCS 3 IHWOrO
60oKy. A cTanocs 3 ycix 60kiB.

TaK cknanocs, Lo nepmnin AeHb BiHK 51 3ycTpina B XapkoBi. BoHa BBipBa-
Nacs B MOE XUTTA HA CBITAHKY 3i CTOPOHU BinropoACbKOro woce CToBNamu
BOTHAHMX BUOYXIB. Ha TOW yac A BXe npoynTana B iIHTEPHETI, WO NYTiH Oro-
NIOCUB MPO NOYATOK «CneLianbHOI onepawii» y Hawiil KpaiHi, a no cyTi Biil-
HU. Ane ofpa3y 3p03yMmiTu, LLO HAcMpaBAi BiabyBaeTbCs, s He Morna. Buby-
XU NYHANU 3 Pi3HUX CTOPIH, | MW Ha 12-My NOBEPCI CTEXMNN 33 TUM XaXoM.

In December 2022, | returned to Krakéw to host
the first meeting outside Ukraine. There were
those who wanted but couldn’t come. Together, we
no longer cried, but shared our recollections and
perceived them again, having previously discussed
our communication, language, and respect rules.

Tetiana
On February 27th, Russian army vehicles were

driving down my street. The street itself is inconve-

niently narrow, so much so that it could become a
trap. | couldn’t believe it was real and kept asking
myself,'What are they doing here?’ | loaded a wheel-
barrow with bricks and old tires and went to build a

70

barricade at the beginning of the street, so that next
time they wouldn't be able to pass. Also, | lowered
the barrier we had there, despite the neighbours say-
ing it was no use. One man did help me, but only a
little — his wife must have gotten angry at him, so
he went home. | thought of Maidan in 2014 and how
an armoured personnel carrier couldn't pass through
the barricade. By the time the Russians were retreat-
ing, my barricade was ready. | was too far from my
house to hide there, so | just left the wheelbarrow
and ran around the hill to hide. They were trying to
stop, but cars collided, and the Russians got scared. |
was pleased to have scared them at least. They dis-
mantled the barricade and left, and | picked up my

wheelbarrow and walked home. Before the Russians
came back on foot, | managed to lock up the barrier
again. They spent half an hour trying to break up the
lock,and when they finally did, our troops were there,
waiting for them on the other side.

Liudmyla Borshch

February 2022. We could feel the tension in the
air. Knowing that my husband’s a military man, every-
one was constantly asking him if there were any signs
of the war approaching. It was believed that the war
would start from Donetsk and Luhansk. TV and the in-
ternet both said so.And then came the official recog-
nition of those quasi-states by Russia. What was go-

ing to happen, what should we take, where should
we run, and how could we protect ourselves and our
loved ones? We could buy walkie-talkies to stay in
touch in case the mobile signal fails. There were no
direct signs of military preparation, at least in our re-
gion. Only General Serhiy Krivonos mentioned that
the war would most likely start elsewhere. But it
simply happened everywhere.

And when it did, | was in Kharkiv. At dawn, the
war came bursting into my life with the blasting fire
of explosions along the Belgorod highway. At that
moment | was already aware that Putin announced
the beginning of the ‘special military operation’, ba-
sically a war. But | still couldn’t grasp the reality. We

Y



BiKHO, IK BeNMYE3HWNIA €KPaH, @ Ha HbOMY — (DiNbM XKaXiB 3i MHOIO B roN0B-
Hil poni. Hactana po3ry6neHicTb. He Mo)XHa 6yn0 3p03yMiTu: AKILO MU 3a-
pa3 BMILEMO 3 BYANHKY, TO UM NOBEPHEMOCS TyAW 3HOBY? Lle kBapTMpa
Hawmnx fiTei. [JoHeuKa-HEBICTKA B NMiKapHi, 11 yuopa 3po6unu cknagHy
onepauito. Haw cuH nopsa i3 Heto. LLlo 6paTtn? Aki peuyi LiHHI 3apa3 Ana HUX?
Moku A po3ry6neHo 6irana B NowyKax «LiHHUX peuen», YoNoBIK 3B'A3aBCA
3i CBOIM KOMMLIHIM TOBApULLIEM, KU CAYXUB Y Xapkiscbkin MMO, i mu gi3-
HaNMCA, LLO BAYUYNNIN B LEHTP KEpPYBaHHSA — TaK BiH CKa3as.

[loixaTn [0 NnikapHi 6yno Ayxe BaXKo — BeNMUE3Hi 3aTopK Ha AOpOrax.
Mioaw, AKi BUDKIKANW 3 MiCTa, N06000YMCb 06CTPINIB, CTOANM B AOBTiN Yep3i
Ha 3anpaBky.

Nani — nikapHs Ha CanTiBCbKOMy WIOCe, BIAAINEHHS Hempoxipyprii. | go-
Heuka tOneuka, AKy He MOXHa 6yno TypbyBaTi 1 WOCb Ka3aTh NpPo BiliHY,
60 XBWU/IOBAHHA MOINO 3alWKOAMTK 11 340poB’t0. Mig NnikapHel MalmnHa
CMHA 3 HEXUTPUMMK «CKapbamu», AKi 9 BUPIWUNG, WO 6YNK BaXNMUBI; i He-
CKiHUEHHI BUOYXM HaBkono. WeniT megnepcoHany, wWo PocCiicbKi TaHKK
BXe B LiupKyHax...

3 MO3MTUBHOrO: ycA Cim’'s Byna pa3om, y MeHe nepeji 04YMMa, Nniy-
0-nniy. Taky rpyny NigTpUMK1 megnepcoHany 6yno BUTPUMATU HENerko.
Kpim Hac i3 yonoBikom, nopyy i3 Aitbmu 6ynu i tOnuHi 6aTbkn. HeBaos3i
3rofununca Mu BCi.

Mouanu gymatu, Ak Jobupatucs Loaomy, 1o Kpamatopcbka: YonoBiky
noTpi6HO BYNO Ha CNYXBy, MEHI — 3'ABUTMCA Ha PO6OTI. ABTOBYCU BXeE Ha TON

yac He xoaunu, TenecoHN AncneTyepis He BignoBiganu. Ak? HatarHynu Ha-
NNIYHUKKA 1A BUPIIUAN pyXaTUCA B BiK 3aNi3HNYHOTO BOK3any, yKoTpe 06ypto-
OUNCb, LLO MOIXann He BNACHUM TpaHcnopToM. CH BU3BaBCA HAC MiaBe3TH,
Xoua e 6yno He6e3neuHo. IHWOoro BUXoAY He 6yno. Y BepsaX BifAiNeHHs Hac
Ha3[J0rHaB Nikap | TUXO WOCb CKa3aB CKHY. MUxanno noBepHyBCs [0 Hac: «Bu
HiKyau He ineTe. Yepes roanHy 6yae asiayaap. MicTom nepemilartncs Hebes-
neyHo. | xgopux Tpeba BMBE3TU B 60MOOCXOBULLEN.

Akuin aBiayaap? Ak ue moxe 6yTn? Bucnis «Tak He Moxe 6yTu,
BOHW He MOXYTb Take 3 HaMu 3pO6UTU» LWOAO POCisSH
y)Ke Kinbka pasis i3 2014 poKy XUTTA CNPOCTOBY-
Bano. A nognHa «pogom n3 CCCP». MeHe
BMXOBYBanu B Ayci, Wo B YKpaiHi Ta pocii
XWUBYTb 6PATU-CNOB'AHN. Y)Ke B JOPOC/O-
My BiLli 3p0O3yMina, L0 BCe 30BCiM He Tak,
ane B Aywi 6yno BkapboBaHo, Lo BCbOMY
€ MeXa 1 BOHN 3YNMUHATHCA Ha MEXI LibO-
[0 axy, He 3MOXyTb 3aBAaTH Ham 6onto..
ABiayaap no YapiBHOMY MiCTY, KyN BOHM
cami i3gunu ak gogomy! | 1 3HoBy Bepe- :
wy: «Akuit aiayaap, He nepebinbuwyn- ¢
Te! Hy ue Bxe 308cim!» Hi! 3mornu! Tak, ‘i

aBiayaap 6ys! Mi3HO BBeuepi, Konu MicTo
BXe cnano. Konu niogun aymanu, siK im

were in the apartment on the 12th floor, watching
the outrage of explosions coming from all sides.The
window — a huge screen — with a horror movie —
starring me. We were confused. It was impossible
to know whether we'd ever come back here if we
left. It was our children’s apartment. Our daugh-
ter-in-law had a complex surgery the day before
and was still in the hospital, our son was with her.
What should we take? Which things were valuable
and relevant? While | frantically searched for their
‘valuable possessions, my husband called his former
comrade who served in the Kharkiv air defence unit:
we found out that the command centre was target-
ed and hit.
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It was incredibly difficult to get to the hospital
because of massive traffic jams on the roads. Those
who feared shelling and decided to leave the city,
were queuing up at the gas stations.

At long last we reached the hospital on Saltivske
highway. Our daughter-in-law Yuliia was in the De-
partment of Neurosurgery; she wasn't supposed to
be disturbed or told anything about the war — dis-
tressing news could be too harmful. Our son’s car
with their humble belongings that | considered
important was parked next to the hospital. | still re-
member those endless explosions and the whispers
of medical staff about Russian tanks entering the
Tsyrkuny village...

On the bright side, our whole family was togeth-
er, right in front of me, shoulder to shoulder. Apart
from our line of the family, Yuliia's parents were
there as well. The medical staff was bothered by
such a large support group, but as it turned out, they
needed us after all.

We started thinking about a way to get home
to Kramatorsk: my husband and | both had to go to
work. By then, there were no buses scheduled,and no
one answered the dispatcher phones. How were we
supposed to get there? We put on our backpacks and
decided to set off for the railway station, annoyed
at the fact that we didn’t use our own car to travel,
again. Our son offered to give us a lift, despite the

risk. There was no other way. As we were leaving the
hospital, a doctor caught up with us and said some-
thing to my son in a hushed voice. Mykhailo turned
back to us and declared, 'You're not going anywhere.
In an hour, there’s going to be an airstrike. It's not safe
to move around the city. We should get the patients
down to the bomb shelter’

What do you mean ‘an airstrike? Thats impossi-
ble! The expression ‘that’s impossible, they can’t do
this to us’ has been proved wrong by the Russians
several times since 2014. I'm the person ‘born in the
USSR’ I was raised with the idea that Ukraine and
Russia are ‘brotherly nations. As an adult, | came to
understand that the reality is completely different,
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— Mam, npouy, inbTe B 6e3neyHe MicLe. 3a MOXNUBOCTI NiATPUMYBaTUME-
MO 3B'A30K. Bumay 3 okynauii — npwuigy. /lroénto Bac!
— bepexu cebe! — TinbKM BCTUIMA CKA3aTW Y CYXaBKy, | A3BIHOK 06ipBaBCS.
«Moi fiTh, MOT NTalleHATa, MaNneHbKi NS MeHe il BOAHOUYAC JOPOCHI.
Xan Tocnoab oxopoHse Bac! Xan 6epexe YkpaiHy!» — AYMKN KPyTUAMUCS
B MOI rofloBi 1 MOKOTMNACA Cnbo3a. 9 BCTana 3 AMBaHa, 3acnokoinacs
i 3BEPHYNAcsA A0 YONOBIKA, KNI, Haue 3a4apOBaHNI, CTEXNB 3 HOBUHA-
MW B TeNeBi30pi.

— Cepxuky, bynemo 36mpatucs ixati fo Monbl.

— Tu cepino3Ho? A pitn?

— {1 WoiiHO roBopuna 3 AiTbMW. BOHU NPOCATb, W06 MU B3NN OHYKIB i BUI-
Xanu Ao MonbLii.

— [laBaii Tak: TM 3 OHYKaMu igeL,
a a 6yay TyT, uekatumy aitei.

— Tn po3ymiew: 1 6e3 Tebe He no-
iny. 9 nitAm nana cnoBo, WO M 3aB-
Tpa pyLAEMO.

— Ak byaemo ixatu?

— Ha Hawin mawwuHi, Biabmemo
HanHeoObXiAHIWe, OHYKIB i Le Jlio6a-
LIKHY KONEXAHKY 3 AiTbMU.

Konu HacTaB yac «4Y», 3a3BOHNB
TenedoH.

— [lo6puit aeHb, naHi OkcaHo! Tam aBTO6YC NpUixaB 3a BaMu.

— [lo6punii AeHb! A BXe NoBaHTaXMIA MAaMOUOK i3 AiTbMUK, BOHU BUTXanu, —
BiAMOBINa . — My ixaTMeMO CBOIM TPAHCMOPTOM.

— CKinbku Bac byne?

— 1, Min YONOBIK, IBOE OHYKIB, KONEXaHKa JOHbKM Ta 11 1BOE AiTeNl.

— [lobpe, Mu Bac uekaemo. O KOTpiil BUDKAXKAETE?

— Yepes roguHy. [nemo go Kosens, a Tam 6yaemo nepetuHaTit KOPAOH.

— 41 6yay 3 BaMU HA NOCTINHOMY 3B'A3KY.

— [lo6pe.

YonoBiK MOBUKM MPUHIC JOPOXHIO CYMKY, Bani3y. loknana cCnopTuBHI KoC-
Ttomu, OyTOONKM, 3MiHHE B3YTTS.

— [lymato, Ha ABa TWKHI BUCTAUNTb. AK BBAXKAEW? — 3BEPHYNACh A 10 YO-
nosika.

— TaK, [OKyMeHTU 5 B3AB. OHYKM rOTOBI, y)Ke B MaLLWHI.

— [lo6pe, Bi3bMy LLE CBIli HOYT.

— HaBiwwo? Mu X HeHafoBro.

— T X po3yMieL, Tam yce.

Ha MalunHy M1 NpUKNeinu po3apyKiBKM «[iTu» 1 BUPYWMUIN B JOPOTY,
Y3ABLUN L Haly ManeHbKy cobauky KHony. xanu MoBuKM, KOXeH Aymas npo
CBOE. Ynm aani Bia DKMKanu Big AOMy, TUM TsKue CTaBano Ha ayuwi. Moau-
BMNACA HA YONOBIKA: BiH CMOKINHO BiB MallWHY, ane BUMKLi NOFO «XOAMNN
XO[IOPOMY» Bifl 310CTi, WO NOTPIGHO NMLWIATK CBOK OCENtO, AKY M1 byayBanu,
06 3yCTPITM HaLLY LWACNUBY CTAPICTb.

cope with stress and anxiety, to provide first psycho-
logical aid as a crisis psychologist. People seek my
help and assistance day and night, as almost every-
one in the city and beyond knows my phone number.

‘Mrs Oksana, good day to you! The next bus is on
the way. Are you ready?

‘Mrs Alexandra, | can't leave this time. There
are too many families in need of evacuation, | re-
ply.And there's silence for a few minutes.

‘Mrs Oksana, | understand your point, but please,
you're in high demand here as a crisis psychologist.
The refugees from Ukraine need urgent aid, and our
specialists don't speak the language. They are help-
less and desperate!
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‘Mrs Alexandra, please hear me: | can’t go and
leave my daughter and son behind!

‘Mrs Oksana, | beg you to reconsider. We'll organ-
ise another bus the day after tomorrow.

That's the third time... And | form a group with
mothers and children, for the third time... | reckon
there’s a joke about a Jew who ended up in heav-
en, complaining to God that He hadn't helped him.
The thought of it makes me smile, but then another
phone call comes.

‘Mom, hi! How are you? | hear my son speaking.

‘WeTre just about fine, how about you? | try to
speak with some composure.

Alright, | quess. The electricity's down, and we

switched from making pastry to baking bread. In Kyiv,
there’s a shortage of bread and territorial defence
units; but you know me: I'm in special forces, and we
won't let the orcs take over Ukraine. | have a favour
to ask you though: please take the grandkids and
leave, maybe steer towards your friends in Poland’

‘How can | leave when you and Liubasha are still
here?

‘We'll feel much better knowing that you're all
safe. We'll take care of ourselves. Give me your word!’

I hesitate for a moment, but force the words out
of my mouth.

‘I give my word. Son, you take care of yourself! |
love you so much!

‘We love you too! Thank you!

As the call ends, | just sit there, silently staring at
the phone for minutes. Then it rings again.

‘Mom, please go to a safe place. We'll try to stay
in touch. I'll join you as soon as I'm out from under
the occupation. | love you!

‘Be careful!” are the only two words | manage to
say before the line is off.

My children, my flesh and blood. Even grown-
ups, you'll always be my little ones. May the Lord
watch over you! May He protect Ukraine!

The thoughts rushing through my head make me
shed a tear. Wiping it off, | get up from the couch and
turn to my husband, who's hypnotised by the TV news.
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PanToBui A3BiHOK.

— MaHi OKcaHo, meHe 3BaTh Onbra. 1 CynpoBOAXYBaTUMMY Bac. CKaXiTb, BU
3apas ge?

— Mg HKKAEMO [0 XUTOMUPCbKOrO 610KNOCTa. He 3MOXy roBopuTH,
Habepy mi3Hiwwe.

MU CTOSANM B HECKIHUEHHIN yep3i, Ae 6yna Kyna MalluH i3 Hanucamm «itu».
BnoknocT cTaHOBMB C0600 6apukagy 3 MiLKiB, MPOTUTAHKOBKX KAKIB, TaM
6ynn monogi Xnonui 3 aBTOMaTamu, AKi NepeBipsanM MalnHN Ta AOKYMEHTH
BOAIIB i nponyckanu aani. IMBMNAch s Ha L0 PeanbHiCTb i He Bipuna, LWo Le
3i MHOH0. XOTiNOCH, W06 XTOCb MeHe LWUMHYB, W06 S NPOKMHYNACs Bif LbOro
KaxiTTa. K Tak, MDKHAapOJHa CNifNbHOTA CNOCTEPIraE, AK 3HULLYIOTb Hall Ha-
poa. bonsue, ayxe 6onsue. Cepue, 30aBanocs, 3apa3 po3ipBeTbea Bif 6010,

J13BiHOK.

— MaHi OKcaHo, BM 3apas fie?

— Mn npoixanu 6n0KNOCT, B COBI He yABNSETE, AK Le 60NUTb, — | MU pa-
30M BUOYXHYNN CNbO3aMU.

3aCnoKOIBWMCh, 1 NOBEPHYNACs [0 OHYKIB i 0 /T06aLINHOT KONEXaHKN
il CKazana:

— 3i MHOI0 BCE HOPMASbHO, HACKIMbKN MOXe 6yTU B LMX yMOBax. fl He po-
60T, 1 — NIOAKHA 1 Mato NPaBO Ha eMolLlil, Ki NOTPIGHO He TpumaTn B Cobi,
a BUMYCKaTK Ha30BHi. {1 3Hato, kyan mu inemo. Mu 6ynemo B 6e3neu; i, Aymato,
CKOPO NOBEPHEMOCs JOAOMY. Y MeHe € 0 BaC NPOXaHHS: NPO CBOI Nepexu-

IOnia €dumeHKo, aKTUBICTKA, rPOMajCbKa OpraHiauis «)XiHoua eaHicTb
Cno60oXXaHWUHN
YapieHuli knoYuk 6e3nexu

BiguyTTa 6e3neku hopMyeTbCA B NIOAMHI 3 PAHHBOTO AUTUHCTBA, TOX AyXKe
BRK/NBUM € CEPEAOBNLLE, L0 BMNINBAE HA KOXHOTO 3 HaC.

[MBnauNCb Ha MeHe, Ntoan 6ayatb yneBHEHY B CO6i MONOAY XiHKY, ane
BOHM HE 3HAITb, WO Came BiA6YBAETbCA «BCEPEANHIN.

fl po3noBiM Bam CBOI0 ICTOPItO NPO YAPIBHUN KNOUNK. A YapiBHUI BiH,
TOMY LU0 AN MEHE MA€E 0CO6MBE 3HAUYEHHS.

Mol 6aTbKi pa3om Le 3 CbOMOro Knacy. Konu ctanu fopocnilmmu, Tato
3i3HaBCA MaMi B KOXaHHI, nogapyBaBLUy NiABICKy y hopMi Kntoumka.

lpuKpaca Mae BUTOHUYEHI MEPEXUBHI 06pUCK N MICTUTb Yy COBI cMaparguy,
fKi, 32 JaBHIMW NOBIp'AMKM, AOMOMaralTb 36epertu n6os.

Konu s 6yna maneHbkoto, TO HEBMUHHO NPOCK/IA MATYCto AaTU MeHi NOHO-
CUTW TOW KNIOUKK, aKe 6aTbKiBCbKa
iCTOpiA NPO KOXaHHs ANs ManeHb- @B_@
KOT JIBUNHKN — TO Haue Kaska npo S
NpuHUA Ta NpuHLecy. Mama wopasy
o6inmana meHe 1 NOBTOPHOBANA, L0 KOMUCDH
BiH 6yfe MoiMm.

MUWHYNM poKK, | HACTaB TOW [eHb, KONU A CTana
Mamolo, | MaTycs nojapyBana MeHi TO CamMuid Yapis-

BaHH$, TPMBOTU, NOTPe6M roBOPITb | PAa30M 3 HUMU CNPABNATUMEMOCS.

‘Serhii, we should get ready to relocate to
Poland:

‘Are you serious? What about the kids?’

‘I've just spoken to both of them. They want us to
take the grandchildren and set off for Poland:

‘Let’s do it this way: you take the grandchildren
and go, and I'll stay here, waiting for our kids.

‘But you realise that I'm not going anywhere
without you. | promised that we would leave tomor-
row.

‘What exactly should we do?’

‘We'll pack our car with the essentials, take the
grandchildren and also Liubasha’s friend with her
children’
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The next phone call came as expected.

‘Good day, Mrs Oksana! The bus is there to pick
you up!

‘Hello! We know, it has already picked up the
group | organised and left; | reply. ‘We will follow
by car!

‘How many of you?’

‘It's me, my husband, two grandchildren, and my
daughter’s friend with her two children!

Alright, we're waiting for you. What time are you
leaving?

‘In‘an hour. First, we are going to Kovel and will
cross the border from there!

T'll be in constant contact with you all along

HUI KNtoumnk. 4 6yna 6e3mexHo wacnmea!

‘Very well!

Not saying a word, my husband brings in our
travel bag and a suitcase. | pack some sweatsuits,
t-shirts, and spare shoes.

This should be enough for two weeks. What do
you think?' | ask him.

‘I guess. The documents are with me. The grand-
children are already in the car!

Alright. I'll take my laptop!

‘What for? We won't be gone for long;

‘But it’s all there, you see...

We place the Kids on board’ sign on the win-
dows and set off on our journey, taking our little dog
Knopa with us. We drive in silence, consumed by our

own thoughts. The further we get from home, the
heavier my heart feels. | look at my husband: even
though his driving is smooth, his teeth are clenched
with anger at having to leave our home that we had
built to happily age together.

There’s a sudden phone call.

‘Mrs Oksana, my name is Olga. | will accompany
you. Where are you now?’

‘Were approaching the Zhytomyr checkpoint.
(Can't talk right now, I'll call you later!

There is an endless line of cars, many of them
having Kids on board’ signs. The checkpoint consists
of barricades made of bags and anti-tank hedgehog
obstacles. Young guys with guns by their side check
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Cbor COHi 9 MavLioio TILbKU CipuM,

N
1 puIUpal0 HUTKOK U uopuom,. ' -7
| MOMYTT4 MO 3aCTUIVL, 3aTPePgiLl. )
N T
N I cunu pree Hpakye, v
J Adle # 9 TIOBUHHA BTIOPaTUCD...

Jani nuwy pocilicbkor, cnodiearocs, Wo mak 3Moxy 00CmyKamucs xo4
00 K020Cb...

Kaxabln AEHb Mbl MPOXMBAEM U NEPEXNBAEM NO-PA3HOMY, C Pa3HbIMN
UyBCTBAMM, Pa3HbIM BOCMPUSATHEM.

TpYAHO BbIPa3nTb CBOM YyBCTBA YETKO, KPATKO U ACHO. HAacTONbKO ACHO,
UTO6bI OHN GbINN NOHATHBI KAXAOMY YENOBEKY, XUBYLLEMY B 3TOM B MUPE,
AOCTUIIN €ro yma U, B 0CO6EHHOCTU, cepAaua. YTobbl Kaxablii/as cmor/na
MPOYYBCTBOBATb M 3aMOMHMUTb MOCTOSAHHOE OLLYLIEHNE BCAKEHHbIX B TBOK
KOXY MHOXeCTBA UroN0K, NPUYNHAOLWMUX Tebe NOCTOAHHYI, HOKLLYI0, My-
YnUTEeNbHYI0 60Mb.

Uto Takoe cTpax? Crpax — 3710:

@ noTepATb CBOW 06eper — MOW KPecTukK;
® He 103BOHUTLCS K CBOVM POAHDIM: MYXY, pOAMUTENAM;
@ 6au3Kie MOryT 3a60METb, U A HE CMOTY UM NOMOHD;
® 6nu3Kie MOTyT 6biTb paHeHbl, 1 f He CMOTy UM noMoub;
@ [0XAATbCA, NOKA MYX OEAET Ha paboTy 1 NpUeseT C Hee
ou;
HON; yCIbIWATD OT MyXa CTPAWHYIO hpa3y: «ECAn BAPYF YTO-TO

»;
CRYUUTCA, Thl AOMKHA 3HATD...»;
® yCbIWaTh OT Nanbi No TenedoHy: «ECnn Aaxe Mbl nornéHem,

HaC KaK-TO MOXOPOHAT... [pue3xaiiTe TOrAa, KOTAJ HaCTyNUT MUP...»;
@ y3HaTb, uTO TBOW AOM PA3pylIeH;

@ He BEpHYTbCA JOMOA; 1
@ noTepATb 61M3KNX TEOE NIOAEN (hn3mueckn n Heusnueckn);

@ HenoHMUMaHue Tebs 6nuskumMun

AT,
noLbMI; » i
i 10 paboty —*"‘“"9 ]
@ He HaNTK HOBYH P . X :

- ) e
1N 0CTaTbCA 6e3 CPEL\CTB K CyLLe ’ WL’;

CTBOBAHUIO;

@ 3a60/1€Tb; AL:; /%5&
TIARD
7

a

Iryna Korliakova
IDP5 (internally displaced person) feelings

My notes weren't written over a day, they rather
wind up on paper every time when I'm overwhelmed
with pain, when there’s no more strength to carry on
and no more tears to cry. And you are searching for
a way out, any way, to relieve this pain, even just a
little bit of it...

These notes remind me of a house with many
different windows: some of them are completely
shut down, some are half-open; some have broken
frames, others have dark and distasteful curtains;
and only a few of those windows have white frames
with timid sunlight glowing from the inside.
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For now I'm only painting grey,

Embroidering with black today.

My feelings — hardened and frozen,

My strength is almost all exhausted,

| have to make the grade...

From here on, I'll write in Russian, hoping it
would help me reach out to more people out there,
to at least someone.

Every day that we live we experience differently,
with different feelings and different perceptions.

It's hard to express your feelings plainly, brief-
ly, and clearly. So clearly, in fact, that every living
person in the world could understand them, so that
these feelings reach their minds and, above all, their

hearts. So that every single soul could feel and im-
print the perpetual sensation of a million needles
piercing your skin, causing you constant, throbbing,
excruciating pain.

What is fear? Fear is:

* losing my talisman — my cross;

* not being able to reach my loved ones: my
husband or my parents;

* not being able to help my loved ones if they
get sick;

* not being able to help my loved ones if they
get injured;

* waiting while my husband is getting to work
and coming back home;

« hearing my husband say those terrifying words,
‘If something happens, you should know..”;

« hearing my father say over the phone, ‘Even
if we die, they will have us buried somehow. You
should return at peaceful times...;

« finding out that my home has been destroyed;

* not being able to return home;

* losing my dear ones (physically and not only);

* being misunderstood by my close circle;

* not being able to find a new job and have no
means of earning a living;

* getting sick;

« feeling cold (it's getting chilly, and | have no
winter clothes);
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® xonoa (Ha ynuue cHuxaercs Temnepatypa Bo3ayxa,
a'y Tebs HeT 3uMHell ofexabl);

® rononeq (Ha ynnue cKonb3ko, y Tebs eanHCTBEHHAs He-
yno6Hasi napa 06ysu Co CKOMb3ALLLE NOAOLWBON, U Thl YXaCHO
6ouLLIbCs ynacTb 1 YTO-To cebe CoMaTh; y Te6s HeT Hu AeHer,
HU CUnN, HN pecypca oka3aTbCst 6ECNOMOLLHON UK NOCTOSHHO

I 0
® KOpMUTb Napy rony6ei, koTopas HEeMnOHATH

I NK
KaKiM 06pa30M KaXAbIW [leHb HAXoAuT NOAOKOHH

I I 17-m
JIMEHHO TBOEro 0Ma, TBOEH CbeMHOIA KBapTMpb! Ha

saxe. (0, boxe!)

HYXAIOLLENCA B YUbei-TO NOMOLLM).

Bo3mo)xHOCTM:

o6bexatb non-Esponsi;

UeMm Thl;

MO3HAKOMUTbCA CO MHOTUMMU noabmu;
YUNTb NHOCTPAHHbIE A3bIKU;

nonyyartb O6pa3OBaHVle, 0 KOTOPOM aXXe He MeyTana;
HayaTb 3aHNUMATbCA HOBbIM Aenom;

MoMOUb TO/TOMY, KTO HAaXOAUTCS ele B XyALen cuTyaLmu,

® NpUIOTUTD 6POLLIEHHYI0 COBaKY;

® pacnnakatbcs B 11060M MeCTe KOra-yrofHo no no6omy
MOBOAY, COBEPWEHHO He 06paLLAA BHUMAHWE Ha APYFUX NIOAEH;

® CHOBA HauaTb BbILWMBATb, UTO6bI XOTb KAK-TO 3a6bIBaTbCS

1 yCnokansaTb HEPBbI;

o ice-crusted ground (when it’s icy, and | only
have one uncomfortable pair of shoes with a slip-
pery sole, and I'm terrified of falling and getting
injured; with no money, no energy, and no resources
to become helpless or constantly in need of some-
one’s help).

Opportunities:

» travelling around half of Europe;

* getting to know many people;

* learning foreign languages;

» getting an education I've never even dreamed of;

o starting a new business;

* helping someone whose situation is much
worse;
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» sheltering an abandoned dog;

» bursting into tears anywhere at any time for
any reason, completely ignoring other people;

» getting back to embroidering in order to brush
things aside and calm down;

» feeding a pigeon couple who somehow finds
the windowsill of my rented apartment on the 17th
floor, every day. (Dear God!)

Joy:

» reaching my family and talking to them for at
least a few minutes;

o living with my son within the territory of
Ukraine, even though in different regions;

* receiving a video message from my son, where

PapoCTb:

* JlO3BOHVITbCﬂ 1 NOroBo

HEeCKONbKO MUHYT;
@ KUTb C CbIHOM Ha OfA

MycTb 1 B Pa3HbIX pernoHax

@ oMyunTb OT CbiHA CM
MaMe: «..uTO H
WWUHA, KOTOpOV UMA —
hoHy NOAAGPXKKY OT CblH

ynTaeT CBOMN CTUXN O
11 LOPOXE, UeM HeH

@ yCnbilwarb no Tene
q B Teb6A BEPIO..”;

@ HaaeATbCA Ha pcTpedy C My)Kve :
W... CunTaTh SHN J10 3TON BCTpeUN;

€Tb Ha jcKanartope B MeTpo BNIO
€A MapouUKy ” MOHATb: HECMOTP

nNpaspHNkK
e yBUA

LenyioLLyto
yW3Hb MPOAOTKAETCA;

an author recites his poem about a mother saying,
_.there’s no one more beloved and closer than the
woman you call your Mother...;

* hearing my son support me over the phone,
‘Mom, | believe in you..’;

* hoping to meet my husband for the New Year
holidays and counting down the days;

* seeing a loving couple kissing on the escalator
in the underground and realising: despite everything,
life still goes on;

* printing out a family photo — with me, my hus-
band, my son, our daughter-in-law, and our pet dog
celebrating the New Year of 2022, feeling happy and
ina great mood — and putting it on the bedside table;

pUTb C POAHbIMIA XOTA i

HOiI TeppuTOpUM YKpanHb,

C C BU/I€O, B KOTOPOM aBTOP

eTy uenoseka onmxe

MaTb...»;
a: «Ma,

M Ha HOBOTOAHWE

HeHHY0
¢ HW Ha uTo...

* receiving a photo of my husband from a friend
who happened to be in my city by chance;

* hoping to meet my husband for the New Year
holidays, again... and counting down the days.

Changes:

* losing interest in material values — having
just the necessary seasonal clothing and some mini-
mal set of dishes (a cup,a spoon, a plate...);

* no longer feeling over the moon with joy when
strolling through the streets of Rome or Verona and
observing ancient breathtaking architecture;

* having learnt to fit your life into two suitcases
and this way being able to drag it from one dwelling
to another.
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. -
@ pacreuararb CeMeNHYI dotorpacuio (1, MYX, CblH, H
BecTka, Nio6uMasn codaka — Mbl BCTpeUaeh Hogbit 2022 rog,
1
y HAC OTANYHOE HACTPOEHNE, Mbl CYaCTANBbI) N MOCTABUTb €€
Ha Tym60uKe OKONO CBOEN KpoBaTh;
e nonyunTb OTO MyXa OT NOAPYT

Of€...;
yas oKazanacb B MOEM rop
e
@ CHOBa HaZeaTbCs Ha BCTpedy C MyXeM Ha HOBOTOAHN

npa3aHUKK W... CYNTaTb AHK [0 3TOWN BCTPEUN.

n, KoTopasd Boneto cny-

bonb:

® y3Hatb, 4To B TBOEM JOMe XuByT 4yXue niau, kotopble
MPOCTO B3nOManu 3amok (Mnu Bbinomasny BXOfIHY10 iBepb)
W TeNepb CnaT B TBOEI NOCTENM 1 Ha TBOEI! noAyiuke, 6epyt
Aoporue Teoemy cepALly Bewy, poioTcs B TBOMX BeLllax B no-
CKaX, BUAMMO, KaKUX-TO OfHUM UM BEJOMbIX, COKPOBMLL;

® KXAbI feHb YNTATD CKyMble HOBOCTY Y3 pasnqu;alx
4aToB, rpynn (KaHanos) 0 HOBbIX KEpTBax B TBOEW «rpoma-

NepemeHbl:

e Te
Hble Le
na, kaka
Tapenka...);

@ Tbl yKe He NCMbITbiBAEWD LeHAYb
rynnBaach ynuuamu Puma, BepoH

apXUTEKTYPHbIE COOPYKEHNA Heb
@ Tbl Hayunnacb NomewaTb e

HaX U TaKNM o6pa30M TalunTb €€

Ha apyroe.

Pain:

» finding out that there are strangers living
in my house; they simply broke the lock (or broke
the front door) and now sleep in my bed, on my
pillow, touch things that are dear to me, rummage
through my stuff in search of hidden, as they think,
treasures;

« reading everyday brief news from various
chats, groups, and channels about new victims
and new destructions in my community — some-
times illustrated with photos from some unknown
publics (thus, representing a certain perception
angle) — and realising that my city is gravely
wounded;
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65 BCe MeHbLUe 11 MEHbLIE MHTEpecyioT M
HHOCTM — MOXET 6bITb, Heobxoanmas n
-T0 Mocyaa B MAHNMANbHOM Habope

arepuanb-
0 Ce30HY ofieX-
(yaLka, NOXKa,

ero BOCTOpra, nNpo-
bl... l CO3epLAA ApeBHNE
bIBaNOW KpacoThl...;

010 XXW3Hb B ABYX YUeMOAA-
C OAHOrO MecTa XM1TenbcTea

* seeing beautiful festive shop windows with
Christmas decorations and New Year’s tinsel;

» watching happy people buying artificial Christ-
mas trees or even real ones that they will later plant
in the ground, for these people are preparing to cel-
ebrate Christmas and New Year holidays all together
as a FAMILY;

o celebrating New Year with my husband... over
the phone for the first time in thirty-two years;

» choices — you have to make choices all the
time...;

* pain... witnessing grief and tears, hearing sobs
and cries that sometimes turn into wailing of those
women and girls | know to have lost their husbands

A€, 0 HOBbIX paspyLueHusx, MHorga conpoBoxgaemble hoTo

M3 uyxmux na6nmkos (

a 3HayuT, ¢ onpeneneHHbim BEKTOpOMm

me,quHoro) — MOHATD, YTO TBOW ropoa oyeHb TaAXeno PaHeH;
’

*
BIUAETb KpacuBble HapsaHble BUTPUHDI ¢ HOBOTOAHMMM
UTpyIkamm 1 HOBOroiHen MULLYPOIi;

L BCTp.(.i'l-IaTb CHacTNnBbIX Nlogeit, NoKynatowwmx UCKYC-
CTBEHHbIE eNKN 1 «KnBbIeY, KOTOpble OHM noTom BbicagsT
B IPYHT, — 3Tu Ntoau rotossTCs Mpa3fHoBaTh Bceit CEMbEN
POXAECTBEHCKME N HOBOrOgHMe NPa3aHuKK;

NepBbIn pas 3a Tpuauatb aBa rojja COBMECTHOM U3HU

BCTpeyatb ¢ myxem HoBbiii rog... no TenegoHy;
’
® BbI60P... NOCTOAHHO HYXXHO fienatb BbI6Op...;

and loved ones. They often publish commemorative
photos where they are together. We're losing such
smart, beautiful, and strong guys! How many smart,
beautiful, and happy children could’ve been born to
these potential loving parents! That HURTS!!

« hearing my husband say, God willing, we'll see
each other someday...;

« listening once again to the message over the
phone (for months in a row — is this even humane?)
‘The subscriber you have dialled is outside the cov-
erage area, try calling again later...;

« feeling a jolt of pain when breathing in a fa-
miliar scent of my husband’s cologne in the under-
ground;

« sending messages to people | know are on the
occupied territory and seeing the on demand’ status,
as they have no internet and aren't able to read them,
but maybe someday they will;

« hearing my husband saying, ‘Ira, there’s no
more US ...

Surprise:

* I'm a person without an inborn feeling of ha-
tred, but to my surprise | began to notice its growing
sprouts inside me, and it hurts: they take root and
gnaw at me like a vicious beast;

« discovering that my adult twenty-six-year-old
son is participating in the ‘Supermama’ photo contest
and has submitted our common picture;
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e 60nb... BUAETb rope, cnesbl, ¢
KV, MHOTAA NePeXOAALLNE B BOWA,
1 [eByleK, KOTOpble TepsioT CBO
x. B namsTb OHI 4acTo nyoenuK

Hbl

cn
MHbIX, K ACUBbLIX U
i s yacTInBbIX LETOK Morno 6bl

il
bHDBIX NI0O6ALNX poauTenen:t

CKOMbKO YMHBIX, KpacuBbiX, €
pPOANTLCA Y 3TUX noTeHumnan

NblWaTh pblaaHns, Kpu-
3HAKOMbIX MHE eHUWWH
NX MyKein 1 BO3N06NEH-
yI0T COBMECTHbIE doro.
bHbIX PE6AT Mbl Tepsem!!!

s pasy: «flan, bor, koraa-Hnoéyap

@ yC/bilWaTh OT MyXd (1)

YBUANMCS...»;
@ C/blLaTb ouepe

?2?7?
Bbl NioAM BoOGLLLE UM HeT???
30Hbl fencTBus CeTh, nonpo

@ BHe3amnHo oulyTUTHL B Baro
— apomart 0jeKonoHa Moero

o06LieHNA B meccenmkepax

KOMbII 3anax

@ nucatb C
pui0 3HAKOMb
NHTepHeTa ¥ OHV NPOHT

@ yCNbiWaTh OT MyXa: «

* patience: I've conducted so many training ses-
sions where | taught participants that patience isn’t
a virtue and you shouldn’t be patient, but | still do it
myself... How much longer?

Feeling:

» my home has everything, but | haven't had a
home for a long time;

o | live 'on the brink of hell and heaven..”;

* ‘they hit us — we get to fly...

Condition:

» condition of ‘sudden’ poverty;

« condition of ‘working binge’: only work, work,
and more work.
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[HOM pa3 (KoTOpbIIA YK MECA

IM «A0 goCTpe6oBaHNA?, 3H
yT UX NOTOM, koraa-Huobyab;

1, NOAPAA,
): aBOHEHT HAXOANTCA BHE

GyiATe NO3BOHUTD no3aHee...;

He MeTpo 0 6onu 3Ha-
MYXa...;

Ha Ty TeppuTo-
ast, uTo y HUX HET

Wpa, HAC bonblue HET..».

Halyna Zonenko
Women’s Safety. War. Post-war

On February 24th, 2022, the whole of Ukraine
shuddered from explosions. The lives of Ukrainians

began to change with each passing day. The first hours’

desperation and panic later turned into hatred — to-

wards neighbours — and the unity of the entire nation.

The war changed the life of every Ukrainian
family. And my family was not an exception. | was
still grieving over my mother being gone (she passed
away on February 1st) and couldn’t get the whole
picture of what was happening.

The military actions started from |zium. From
the very first days, our public organisation represen-

VaueneHue:

® 49— yenosek, KOTOPOMY BOOGLLE NPUPOAHO He npucyue
HYBCTBO HEHABUCTY, HO C YAMBIIEHNEM CTana 3ameyarb pacTy-
LLME BHYTPU MEHA POCTKM — U MHE 6ONbHO, OHI YKOPEHSATCS
BO MHE 1 BrpbI3alTca B MeHS, N0A06HO 3n10My 3Bepi0...;

® 06HAPYXUTb, 4TO MOIA B3POCAbIN CbiH (26 neT) NpUHK-
MaeT yyactue B (hOTOKOHKypCe «Supermamay, Kyaa otocnan
Halle C HUM COBMeCTHOe (hOTo;

@ TepneHne — CKO/IbKO TPEHMHTOB A NPOBeNa, Ha KOTOpPbIX
ydy Y4aCTHMKOB/y4acTHUL, UTO TePNeTb HeMb3s, 3T0 NAOXO...
W npoaonmxato Tepnetb cama... CKonbko elwe?

OwyueHue:

® B MOEM [joMe ecTb BCe, 'y MEHSI AABHbIM-1aBHO yXe HeT
AOoMa...;

® A)KWBY «Ha rpaHu aga u pas...»;
® «Hac 6bl0T — Mbl NeTaeMm...».
CocTosiHue:

® «BHe3anHom» 6egHOCTH...;
® «pabouyero 3anos»: pa6ota, paboTa, pa6orTa...

tatives and community members actively volun-
teered: collected humanitarian aid and sent it to
Izium, also weaved camouflage nets.

One evening | received a call from my eldest
son, who's studying at a military university; he said
he didn’t know where he was being taken, but he
loves us all very much and will call when he can.
For the next two weeks, | existed in some kind of
parallel universe. | carried my phone next to me and
kept it charged at all times. Occasionally, | dialled his
number, but there was no answer. | was waiting for a
message to make sure that he’s in touch, alive. Just
like that, my child became a participant in combat
operations at the age of nineteen. He’s currently

studying. | dream that the war will have ended be-
fore he graduates because I've already felt what it's
like to be the mother of a soldier.

| bow low to the mothers who are waiting for
their sons and daughters to come back from the war.
And | have even greater respect for those mothers
who did not see their children return. This is exactly
what happened to the mother of my classmate. He
was a professional soldier who served in Irag, pro-
tected his homeland since 2014, and was lethally
wounded near Volnovakha in the spring of 2022.
He'll forever be forty.

In March, my younger son’s coach called and
offered to send him to Hungary. After a few days of
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FanuHa 3oHeHKo:
be3nexka xiHku. BiliHa. MocmeiliHa

24 noToro 2022 poky Hala KpaiHa 34purHynacs Big BUOYXiB. utTa
yKpaiHLiB MoYano 3miHOBATMCA 3 KOXHIUM fHeM. Biguan i naHika nepumx
rOAVH Mi3Hile CTann nepepocTaTu B HEHABUCTb A0 CYCiAiB Ta EAHAHHSA
BCi€l Hawji.

XnNTT KOXKHOI YKPAIHCbKOI POAMHN 3MiHMNA BiHA. Ll 3MIHK He 06inwn
7 MOt0 poauHy. LLle He BCTUTHYBLUWM OrOBTATUCA Bif CMepTi MOE MaTyci (BoHa
nomepna 1 MK0TOr0), A He PO3yMiNna NOBHOK MipOIo, WO Bif6YBAETHCS.

Ha mouaTtKy BO€HHI Aii BigbyBanucs B I3tomi. MpefcTaBHUKM HALIOI FPO-
MAICbKOI OpraHi3auii Ta XuTeni rpomagm 3 neplmnx AHiB aKTUBHO BOMOHTe-
punn: 36Mpany rymaHiTapHy LOMOMOTY 1 BIANPABAAAM B MICTO, NeAN Ma-
CKyBanbHi CITKN.

OAHOTro Beyopa 3atenedoHyBaB Mill CTapLIMUIA CUH, AKWA HABYAETHCS
y BiicbkoBOMY BY3i, i Cka3aB, WO BiH He 3HAE, Kyau iae, yXe BCiX HAaC No6uUT,
KONu 3MoXe, ToAi 3aTenedoHye. [1Ba TUXKHI A Kuna B AKOMYCb NapanenbHo-
My cBITi. TenedhoH GYB 3aBXAN 3apsaaKeHni i nopyy. MepiognyHo Habupana
1oro Homep — BiANoBIAi He 6yno. Yekana CMC, Lo BiH Ha 3B'A3Ky. XnBWii. Tak
MOt ANTUHA CTana B 19 poKiB yuaCHUKOM 60NOBMX AilA. 3apa3 BiH HABUYAETHCA.
A mpito, W06 BiHA 3aKiHUMNACA 40 MOro BUMYCKY, 60 BXe Biguyna Ha cobi,
fIK Lie 6yTI MaMOIO BiliCbKOBOTO.

BKNOHAKCA HN3bKO MaTepsM, fKi YeKalTb CBOIX CUHIB Ta AJOHbOK I3 Bill-
HU. | Wwe 6inbla nowaHa TUM HeHbKaM, SIKi He AoYeKanuca CBoix Aiten. Tak

CTanocs 3 Martip’to MOro OfHOKMACHMKA.
BiH 6yB npoceciiiHnM BilicbkoBUM,
SIKMIA NpONWOB Ipak, 3 2014 poky
BOIOBAB 3a PifIHY 3eM/1I0, @ HaBeCHi
2022 poky 6yB CMepTenbHO nopa-
HeHui nig BonHosaxot. Momy Ha-
3aBXAM COPOK.

Y 6epe3Hi 3aTeneoHyBaB
TPeHep MOro MOMOAWOro CMHA
1 3aNpONOHyBaB BiANPaBUTY M1OF0
[0 YropwuHu. Micna aekinbkox
AHIB BaraHb s HABaXmnaca BigNyCcTUTH
AWTUHY, ane Bupiwmnna BigBe3Tu i B MykaueBo. Tak i cTanocs. 3 Hamu
noixanu e ABa Xnonyaku 3 kKomaHau. Moizaka yepes ycro YKpaiHy nig yac
BIMHW HA3aBX/AM 3aNMWNTbCA B Mam'aTi. [lBaHaAuATb ntogen y kyne. Moi vo-
TUPHAALATUPIYHI Xnonui 406y NPOBENM BTPbOX Ha BepPXHili NonuLi. Xapkis
npoixanu CnokiHo, a B Knesi 6yno ayxe crpawHo. Hiu. TempsaBsa. 3akpuTi
BikHa. BumkHeHi TenedoHu. Yci nacaxupu mosuatb. [lyxe cTpawHo. Cnasa
bory! Yce rapa3g! Mn go6panucs 3i Cnos'saHcbKa 0 MykaueBa. Yke Ha MicLi
BUPILINAK, WO S CYyNPOBOMAXKYBATUMY AiTei 40 YroplwuHu. Tam 6ynn xnonui
3 pi3HUX YKPATHCbKMX MICT, Aie BXe BiabyBanucs BOEHHI nogil. Ycix ix 06'en-
HyBaB ¢yT60n. [1Ba Micsaui xunu B byaanewTti. Xnonui TpeHyBanucs y yT-
60nbHOMY Kny6i «DepeHuBapoLl». I HUX OpraHi3yBann HaBUaHHA. Xoaunu

hesitation, | decided to let my child go but chose
to accompany him to Mukachevo — and so it hap-
pened. Two other boys from the team also joined us.
That trip across Ukraine during wartime will linger
in my memory forever. There were twelve people in
one compartment. My three fourteen-year-old boys
spent a day together on the upper berth. We passed
through Kharkiv peacefully, but passing through Kyiv
was scary. At night. In the dark. With windows shut
down. With phones turned off. All the passengers
were immersed into silence. It was frightening. But
thank God, it went fine! We made it from Sloviansk
to Mukachevo. Upon arrival, we decided that | would
accompany the children to Hungary. They all were
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boys from different Ukrainian cities with active
military action taking place. Football united them.
They spent two months living in Budapest and
training at the Ferencvarosi football club. They
had practice and attended various football matches.
Our boys played against Hungarian clubs and deliv-
ered great sports results.

During my stay in Hungary | received news that
the school where | worked as a headmaster had
been ruined. It was excruciating. At that school, |
spent almost my entire life — studying from six to
sixteen and working from twenty-one to thirty-nine
years. | put my heart and soul into it. This school
became a base for the Association of Active Citizens

of Pryvillya’ — the public organisation we creat-
ed to conduct different trainings and host master
classes, to write projects and win grants. The last
grant we won had never been implemented. We still
keep funds on the community’s balance account. |
do hope this will be the first money to fund our dear
school’s restoration.

At the end of May, the sports program in Hungary
was coming to an end, so my son and | decided
to go to Germany. There, we spent a month and a
half in camps. It was very emotionally challeng-
ing, for both of us. A turning point for him was
when he received an invitation to join the local
football team. Now my younger son attends a

German school, studies online in Ukraine, and
trains at a German football club.

And | still can't believe this is all for real. It's in-
credibly difficult to reset my mind into thinking posi-
tively. | love travelling, but that does not bring me
joy any more, at least for now. But life goes on. Phone
calls to my family and friends cheer me up. And our
online meetings with members of ‘Smarta’ organi-
sation inspire me greatly, even though we are scat-
tered all over the world now. Communication with
those women makes you understand that you cannot
give up, you need to move forward. At this point, 'm
learning German and volunteering at the Red Cross. |
dream of going to Ukraine and hugging my elder son,
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HaBKONO MeHe Tenep TUCSYI BUAATHMX YKPAIHOK. BillCbKOBI, BONOHTe-

pu, MeanKN. BOHN HENMOBIpPHI. PO HNX LWe HANWLWYTb TUCAYI JUBOBUXHUX
icTopin. flocnifXyBaTUMyTb Lie ABULLE — YKPAIHCbKY XIHKY Ta i1 (heHOMEH.
KoXHa 3 Hac BUaTHa CBOIM. Y KOXHOI — CBOA

Top6a. | xal Tam Lo, KOXHIN i3 HAC, 3BU-
UarHIN XiHLi 3 YKpaTHW, 3aNNILAETbCA

36epiratu cBoe CBiTNO, HaBITb
AKLLO BOHO JieCb Ha CaMiCiHbKO-
My [IHi CYMOUKM, KPUXITHOI 260
6e370HHOI.

conventional, showing their temper or tender-
ness. Some garnish their attire with black humour
and sarcasm. Some spot bizarre aggression that
wasn't there before. Many of us have accepted
tears as an ordinary way to get relief: they clear
out the way and give us the strength to get up,
again and again, to continue and persist every
day. This is who we are — the Ukrainian women.
Faithful, capable of many things, and having so
much to give. There’s hardly any Ukrainian woman
with no supplies, even if their pantries and cellars
have moved into their shoulder bags, for now.

I'm surrounded with thousands of outstanding
Ukrainian women — military, volunteers, doctors.
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They are incredible. There will be thousands of
amazing stories written about them. The Ukrainian
woman will be explored as a phenomenon. Each of
us is outstanding in their own way. Each has her
own bag.And no matter what, each of us,an ordinary
woman from Ukraine, must keep her Light on, even if
it’s very deep in her bag, however tiny or bottomless
it might be.

oCiHb BIUHU

THE AUTUMN
of THE WAR



MoTim noyaBcs HOBUMN 2022-2023 HaBUYaNbHUN pik. LLloueTBepra A0 MeHe
nig'eAHYBaNUCA CTYAEHTH, AKWO 6yna Taka MOXNBICTb. Y )XOBTHI uepe3
paKeTHI 06CTPinu pocii 6yno NOWKOAKEHO IHPPACTPYKTYPY 6araTbox MicT
YKpaiHu — XapkoBa, XepcoHa, /1bBoBa, KueBa Ta iH. He 6yno enekTpuku, Bo-
AONoCTauaHHA, Tenna. HimeyunHa 6oanaca 3Mep3HyTH, TOX Y Hac, y DpaHk-
tdypTi-Ha-0nepi, BiabyBanuca mapui 3a Apyx6y 3 pocieto Ta BiAHOBNEH-
HA «[iBHIYHOTO NOTOKY-2». MpOTECT Mann JOCUTb MapriHanbHUI BUTAAL,
60 MU 3HANK, O HABKOMO 6araTo Ntoaen, AKi Kpalie po3yMitoTb CUTYaLito.
A unTana HOBMHM il Gaunna, WO YKPaTHLi BXe HIYOro He 60STbCs, BOHW MpPo-
CTO LWYKaKTb CNOCO6M BiJHOBUTW €NeKTPOEHeprito, BOAONOCTAYAHHSA, 40-
MOMOITU OfiHE OHOMY, BUTPUMATH.

BoHM He 3a6yBaloThb, WO MUP — L Te, WO 6YAYETbCA CBOIMU pyKamu
i, Ha )Xanb, CBOIMM XUTTAMM.

OaHa CTyaeHTKa 3aBX/AW BUXOAMNA HA 3B'A30K, He MPONyCTUAa XOAHOI
napu. Ha nouatky poky [lawa 6yna ayxe HaTXHEHHa, ane B ipyromy cemecTpi,
y ntoTomy 2023 poky, i1 CTiNKICTb 3a3Hana BUropsiHHA: [lalla BTOMKUNAcs, ane
He 3aanacs. OQHIEI 3i CTYAEHTCbKNX POBIT CTaB 1T WOAEHHNK, HANUCAHUN
y CnoB'sHCbKy, 3a 15 KiNOMeTpiB Bif NiHIT PpOoHTY. 1 NponoHyBana fonomory
LLOAI0 eBaKyaLii, 0c06n1BO NicNs «NPUNLOTIB» NO i1 MicTy, ane [lawa Bigmo-
BUNACA | CKa3ana, Lo XMBE B IHWOMY panoHi. [lawo, AsKyt To6i.

It was autumn, and the new academic year of
2022-2023 began. Every Thursday, my students
joined me if they had such a possibility. October
brought destruction of infrastructure in many cities of
Ukraine — Kharkiv, Kherson, Lviv, Kyiv,and other plac-
es were damaged due to missile shelling by Russia.
There was no electricity, no water supply, or heating.
Germany feared freezing, so here, in Frankfurt an
der Oder, we witnessed marches for friendship with
Russia and the restoration of ‘Nord Stream-2’ Those
protests were rather questionable since we knew that
there were many people with a better understanding
of the situation. | followed the news and saw that
Ukrainians were no longer afraid, they were just look-
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ing for ways to restore electricity, water supply and to
help each other and endure. They didn't forget that
peace was something they were building with their
own hands and, unfortunately, with their own lives.

One student always kept in touch and did not
miss a single class. At the beginning of the year,
Dasha was very inspired, but in the second semester,
in February 2023, her resilience suffered a burnout:
Dasha got tired, yet didn't give up. Her diary, writ-
ten in Sloviansk, 15 km from the front line, became
one of her student’s projects. | offered her help with
evacuation, especially after her city was shelled, but
Dasha refused and said that she lived in another city
district. Dasha, thank you.

Jlap’a byTKo, CTyAeHTKa XapKiBCbKOI AepXXaBHOI aKaieMil KynbTypu

«3AMUCKN CNOB'AHCbKOT CAMALUEALLOI»

Daria Butko, a student of Kharkiv State Academy
of Culture
‘NOTES OF THE MAD ONE FROM SLOVIANSK’

Oct 18th, 2022

For the first time, | saw two falling stars. Sur-
prisingly, but it wasn't until the start of the full-
scale invasion that | began noticing simple things.
And on a night like this, with not a soul around, with
someone speaking Polish on the rad... Oh, it's not
from here. Like that, when there’s no one around,
when the city’s deserted during the day and dies out
at night, then nature takes its rightful course. Only
now have | been able to truly see the star studded sky
and listen to crickets — without any street lights and

glowing windows of apartment buildings. Did | wish
upon those falling stars? No, | didn’t. What could
those flashes in the dark daunting sky actually give
me when there was war around us? Hope? Maybe.
But I'm used to believing in something else.

Oct 19th, 2022

We went to the city. No, not to the city. | went
downtown. After | switched to the Ukrainian lan-
guage | started noticing the peculiarity of linguis-
tic constructions that I've used all my life. Where I'm
from, and perhaps in other places too, when some-
one is going from any district to the centre, they say,
‘Let’s go to the city! | keep tracking my speech to get
rid of this. Downtown is a bit more lively than my
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18.10.2022

Ynepwe 6ayuna 0ei 30pi, Aki naoarome. [JueHo, W0 Auwe nicis noyam-
Ky noeHomMacwmabHo20 8MOP2HEHHS f NoYana 38epmamu yeazy Ha npo-
cmi peui. «l KOU Maka Hid i Hiko2o Haskono, | No padio eci 2080psiMb nuUWe
nonb...» A Hi, ye He 38idcu. Tak-om, KOMU HIKO20 HABKO/MO, MICMO Mycmye
80eHb | BUMUPAE 8HOYI, MOdi npupoda 6epe c80€. /luwe menep s 3M02-
71a NO-CNpasXHbomy nobayumu 3opsHe He6o, noyymu ysipkyHie, 6e3 ey-
JIUYHO20 0C8iMAeHHs U CAYUX 8iKOH 6azamonosepxisok. Yu 3azadysana
A Wocb Ha mi 30pi? Hi. bo wo meHi dadymb mi cnanaxu 8 memMHomy Hebi,
W0 Hasucae Had Hamu, Kou HasKoso sitiHa? Hadito? Moxnueso. Ane A 38UK-
na eipumu 8 iHwe.

19.10.2022

I30unu e micmo. Hi, He 8 micmo. Y yueHmp. 3 nepexodom Ha yKpPaiHcbky
nomiuato OUBHICMb MOBHUX KOHCMPYKUYil, SKUMU Kopucmyeanacs ece xum-
ms. Mabyms, He nuwe 8 HAc, KoMu 36upaewcs ixamu 3 6y0b-9K020 pato-
Hy 8 ueHmp, Kaxew: «lloexanu 8 20po0». Hamazatoca cmexumu 3a c060k0
U no3bysamucs yb0o2o. LleHmp mpoxu xeasiwut, HiXX MiU pauoH 3ani3HUY-
H020 8ok3any. Tym npaytoe 0ea cynepmapkemu, 6inbwe ntoded, binbwe as-

momobinis, 6inbwe onano2o nucms. bauuna mepa micma. JueHut eni3o0.
Hikonu He po3moenana 3 HUM HAXU8o, ane nid 4ac 3ycmpiyi Mu OpyXHbO
npusimanucs. Heexe mi 8i0eo38epHeHHS, ki 8iH 3AMUCY€E YU He WOPAHKY,
361UXyromb ndel?

25.10.2022

bnu3bko mpemboi Houi. Kpi3b COH uyto, wjo 6ambky menegoHyroms. BiH
nidiimaemacs, ide y 8aHHY, Y)Ke 8iduyear, Wo Wocb He mak. Busengemso-
csl, We eseyepi 6abycs, KA xuge cama 8 iHWoMy paloHi, 8Nana Ha Kyx-
Hi, dymana, 3moxe niogecmucs t He xomina Ham meneghoHysamu, menep
yXXe Himitomb Ho2u. Hanonseatr Ha momy, abu nimu 3 6ambkom. Jo makci
He 000380HUNUCS, We paHo. Tenno 80s52aemMocs U 8UXOOUMO 8 HiY. [Toxodu-
JIU MPUBOK3AbHOI NIOWet0 8 HAMA2AHHI 3HAUMU Yep208uxX i3 MAWUHO
Yu X0Y K020Cb — HIK020. Pywaemo niwKu npoi3HOK 4acmuHOK, OMUHAKYU
Kanoxi 8 mempsei. Ha mpemuHi wnaxy 6a4umo nepuwly MawuHy Ha y36iuyi,
ycepeduHi nedb noMimHo 20pums ceimsno. Cnums giticbkosut. Hiuo2o pobu-
mu: 6ambKo WMOoeXae 020 U HaMAa2aembCs MOSCHUMU cumyayito. l 3Hosy
niditimaro no2nao y He6o. 30pi sucamb Hadi MHOK, 0OHA 3 HUX 3HO8Y Na-
oae. Cnodigarocs, W0 80HA He 8I006PAXAEMbCS 8 MOIX 0YaX, Ue 6 03Hauano,
o £ Xuea.

district by the railway station. There are two super-
markets here, more people, more cars, more autumn
leaves underneath your feet. | saw the mayor of the
city today. What a strange incident: I've never talked
to him in person, still we exchanged warm greetings
when we ran into each other. Do those video mes-
sages he records every morning truly bring people
closer?

Oct 25th, 2022

Through my sleep, around three in the morn-
ing, | hear my father’s phone ringing. He gets up and
goes to the bathroom, and at that point | can sense
that something’s wrong. It turns out, earlier that
evening my grandmother fell down in her kitchen.
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She lives alone in another district. She thought she
could get up and didn’t want to phone us, but now
her legs are getting numb. | insist on coming along
with my father. We couldn'’t call a taxi — it’s still too
early. So we bundle up and go out into the night. My
father and | walk around the station square trying to
find a car on watch or at least anyone, but in vain;
then we decide to reach our destination by walking
along the road, trying to avoid puddles in the dark-
ness. With one third of our way behind us, we see
the first car on the curb, with a faint light inside.
There’s a soldier sleeping in it. Since there’s no oth-
er way, my father wakes him up and tries to explain
the situation. | look up at the sky again. The stars are

hanging above me, and one of them falls. | hope it
doesn't find its reflection in my eyes, because then
it would mean that I'm alive.

It takes a bit of convincing and, after rubbing his
sleepy eyes, the soldier agrees to give us a ride. It's
not far from here, but we could save a lot of time. As
we get into the car, | sniff up. What was | expecting?
The smell of gunpowder, sweat, and blood — exact-
ly as they write in the books? It's just an ordinary
car with crosses taped on the sides, and an ordinary
man who stood up to defend his country. We drive.
The man speaks about a blown-up armoured per-
sonnel carrier, his concussion, his comrades. He’s got
a sad look, his movements seem tired but accurate.

We arrive, thank him, and try to offer money for the
service and the fuel. He refuses, says goodbye, and
drives away. | should make a donation when | get
home.

We go up to the third floor. Of course, the door
is locked, but we hear groaning behind it. We go out
and walk around the ten-storey building. Climbing
up from here via the balconies is not an option. We
return to the entrance hall and wake up a neighbour
from the floor below. Luckily, she has keys to the
apartment right underneath my grandmother’s. Ob-
viously, during the war, people trust each other with
their apartments, their memories, their sins, their
lives, and their wounded souls.
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Micna KopomKux ymoensiHb | PO3MUPAHHA COHHUX 04el 805K M0200Xy-
€mbcsa nidee3mu Hac. Tym He mak 0asneko, ane Mu 3HA4YHO 8UPAEMO Ydac.
Cioaemo 8 MawuHy, 1 NpUHioXytoCb. Lo 8 ouikysana 8iouymu? 3anax nopoxy,
nomy i Kposi, K Nuwymb y KHU2aX? 38U4aliHa MawWuHa 3 xpecmamu 3i ckom-
4y Ha 6OKAX, 36UYaliHUL YOMO08IK, WO CMA8 HA 3aXUCM CE0EI KpaiHu. Idemo.
Yonosik po3kasye wocb npo nidipeanuti TP, koHmysito, mosapuuwie. CymHuu
no2ns0, ymomJeHi, ane yimki pyxu. lpuixanu, dSKyEMo, HAMA2AEMOCSA 3anpo-
fnoHysamu 2pouwi 3a nocnyay U nanaueo. BiH 8iOM08ASEMbCS, NPOWAEMbCS
i i0e 2emb. Tpeba 3a0oHamMuUMu Kyoucb, SIK 108epHYcs 0000My.

Midiimaemocs Ha mpemiti nosepx. /leepi, 368iCHO, 3a4UHEHI, YYEMO KpeK-
MAHHA 3a HUMU. Buxodumo, KpyxnsSemo Hagkono decamunosepxisku. /1i3-
mu 38i0cu 6ankoHamu — He 8uxid. [Toeepmaemocs 8 nid’i39, 6ydumo cycio-
Ky NoeepxoM Huxu4e. BoHa, Ha Wacms, Mae Kaouyi 8id keapmupu, Wo npsmo
nio keapmupoto 6a6yci. 1i0 yac 8itiHU Nt0AU 008IpHMb 00He 0OHOMY C801
Keapmupu, c8oi crno2aou, Ceoi 2pixu, c80i umms U NopaHeHi oyuli.

Moku 6ambKo ni3e Yepe3 6ANKOH, A HAMA2aOCs MpumMamu (io2o 3a Hozu.
38iCHO, He BMPUMAK CaMa, AKWO BiH 3ipeembCs, ase s nNpo ye He dymaro. 06
Moi Ho2u mpembCs Cyciocbka Kuybka. Yce dobpe: 6ambKo He 3ipeascs, 3ai3
yepe3s 6anKoH, NidHA8 6abycio, 8nmycmue meHe Yepe3s dsepi. Lle icmopis 3 2ap-
HUM KiHyeM. Buxodxy Ha 6ankoH. Cxodumsb COHue.

18.11.2022

BioHedasHa pycHA 6'€ No eHep2006’ekmax, momy no cil KpaiHi, 30kpe-
Ma i 8 Hac, nepioduyHo 8idkNYarmb ceimno. Cnoyamky eioK/IYeHHS
6ynu 200UHU Ha Yomupu U 3a po3K1a0oM, 3apa3 noyacmiwanu asapitHi.
Y4yopa eeeuepi He 6yno ceimna dechb i3 19.00 00 22.00. YHoui 6yno, ane wo x
mu pobumumeuw yHoui. 3paHky, o n’amit, 3Hoey sUMKHynu. [lecb 8 06id danu
Ha 0ei XxeUnuHU — | 3Hosy HeMae. TenlechoH 3a yel Yac po3psAouaCs 308CiM, 3a-
psAoxana e 0ida 8id SK020Ch CamonanabHO20 akymynsmopa.

Cudumo npu ceiykax. 1 xo0xy 06MomaHa 2ipnsiHoo Ha 6amapeukax.
Cesmkoeo? Tak. Yu € wjo ceamkyeamu? Ta xo4a 6 HeW00A8HE 38i/IbHeHHS
XepcoHa. Padicmb He gidnyckae 00ci.

bambko enepwe po3nanioe 6ypxxylky Ha nodeip’, n(pocmo w06 cnpo6by-
gamu. 1 msaaro 2inku U cmapi 3owumu. [IPUEMHO NaxHe depesom i 02HeM.

Jecb mix 18:30 i 19:00 caimio 6/1UMHYNO CiM pasie, ane mak i He 3'a8uUn0CK.
CmaHom Ha 19.00 y meHe 8 kimHami matixe 14 2padycie.

3azanpHul nidcymok: cgimna He 6yno 6/1u3bKo 36 200UH, CNana 6 pyka-
suusx npu +12°C.

While my father climbs through the balcony, | try
to hold his legs. Of course, | won't be able to catch
him if he starts falling down, but | avoid thinking
about it. A neighbour’s cat rubs against my legs. It's
fine: my father didn't fall, he climbed through the
balcony, picked up my grandmother, and let me in
through the door. This is a story with a happy ending.

| go out onto the balcony and see the rising
sun...

Nov 18th, 2022

Lately, the enemy has been targeting energy
facilities, so there're occasional power outages all
over the country, including our area. Initially, the out-
ages were scheduled for four hours, but now they've
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become more frequent and unplanned. Yesterday
evening, there was no electricity from around 7 p.m.
to 10 p.m.The lights went back on at night, but what
would you do at night? In the morning, at around
5 a.m., the power went out again. At some point in
the afternoon, it was back on for two minutes and
then went out. During this time, my phone battery
completely died, so | charged it at my grandfather’s,
using some self-made battery.

We spend time by candlelight. | walk around
wrapped with festoon lights on a battery. Is it fes-
tive? Sure. Is there anything to celebrate? Well, at
least the recent liberation of Kherson. The bliss
still lingers.

For the first time, my father lights a makeshift
stove in the yard, just to try it out. | gather twigs and
old notebooks to feed the flame. It smells nice — of
wood and fire.

Somewhere between 6.30 p.m.and 7 p.m. the
lights flickered seven times but never came back on.
By 7 p.m. it was almost 14°Cin my room.

Overall, we had no electricity for about 36 hours,
and | slept in mittens at 12°C.

Nov 23rd, 2022

‘During the blackout, when we move around our
apartments in the deafening darkness, we bump into
each other, curse, and laugh. We hold flashlights
in our mouths to free our hands, and at this moment

we probably resemble lighthouses that came alive
and slowly glide through the black vastness of the
sea. We seek romance in candle-lit dinners, eating
cold borscht. We cuddle our loved ones and pets to
share warmth. During the blackout, we are not afraid
of the enemy’s actions; we are filled with an internal
fire of hatred that will light up our future fight!

| tried myself out as a scribbler. It didn’t go so
well. I'll have another attempt later.

Dec 4th, 2022

My friend and | created a ritual together.
When we hear an explosion, | message her, ‘Was
that a bang?’ and she answers ‘Yes. And vice ver-
sa, every day.
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23.11.2022

«[I1i0 uac 6nekaymy, nepecysaryuch y 038iHKil mempssi C80ix keapmup,
MU Hawmoexyemocs 00He Ha 00H020, Naemocs U cmiemocs. Konu Ham no-
mMPpi6Hi 8iNbHI pyKU, MU 3aMUCKAEMO NIXMApPUKU 8 3y6ax, CMaryu CXoXumu
360Ky HA OXUAI MAsiKU, W0 NOBINIbHO WUPSOMb YOPHUM MOPCbKUM Npo-
cmopom. Mu WyKkaemo poMaHmuky y eeyepi npu ceidkax Xxonoo0HUM 60pujem.
Mu npuezopmaemo 00 cebe c80ix 6/1u3bKUX ma doMAWHix yno6neHyis, abu
nodinumucsa menaom. fid yac 6a1ekaymy mu He 60IMOCA PYCHi, MU COBHIO-
EMOCS 3cepeduHU 802HEM HeHasucmi, Wo ocgimaogeamume Ham MOAAAbWY
60pomboy».

Yasuna cebe nucakotw. He gutiwno. Cnpo6ywo 32000M wje.

04.12.2022

3 00Hi€to 3i c8oix noopye 3asena pumyan. Yyto subyx — nuwy it «U*6Hy-
N107», BOHA 8i0M08iIdae «mak» i Hasnaku. TaK WoOoHS.

23:08. 38yyumb nosimpsiHa mpugoe2a, Nicns Hei — aubyxu. BUKOHyto pu-
myarn, ciyxar KaHoHaoy.

CymHo 8i0 moao, wo nicng 2014-20 exe He 30pu2arocs 8id aubyxis. Jo6-
pe, AKWo0 decb nopyy, mo 30pu2atocs, ane make 6ysae pidko. IKOCb Crno-
KilIHO ye cnpuimaembcs, i exe yet hakm mpoxu nskae. Habazamo 6inbuwe

' peazyto Ha OUBHI 2yYHi 38YKU, KOIU He MOXY WeUOKO 8u3Hayumu npupooy

IXHb020 MMOX00XXEeHHS.

29.12.2022

3Hosy npuixanu e yeHmp y AKUXOCb cnpaeax. llonpu eseakyauito HagecHi,
nicns 3einbHeHHA 3CY yacmuHu XapkiswuHu ma XepCoHWUHU 6a2amo /-
deli noeepmaembcs y Cnoe’sHCbK. /Tlodsim mompi6HO c8simo, i pyCHS Uybomy
He 3a8adumsb. Y ueHmMpi HeMae ceimnaa, cynepmapkem npayr€e Ha 2eHe-
pamopax. /llodu nepecysarombca HaniemMemMHUMU MOpP208eIbHUMU 3a1amu,
8UWYKYIOYU aKyiliHi mosapu.

20-31.01.23
bnykato palioHamu micma e ocobucmux mpaypHux cnpagax. ®omo-

2pagyro 3HUWeHI U po36umi 6youHku. Xmo cnpagums mpayp 3a HUMu?
A 3a cmepmumu 3 AUy 3emai micmamu?

11.08 p.m. An air raid siren sounds, followed
by explosions. | perform the ritual and listen to the
cannonade.

It’'s sad that after 2014, | no longer flinch at ex-
plosions. Truth be told, if they happen nearby, | do,
but it’s uncommon. | take it calmly, somehow, and
this fact alone is alarming. | have more explicit re-
actions to strange loud sounds when | can't quickly
determine their origin.

Dec 29th, 2022

We came downtown for some business, again.
Despite the spring evacuation, many people are
returning to Sloviansk after the liberation of some
Kharkiv and Kherson areas by the Ukrainian Armed
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Forces. People need a holiday, and the enemy can't
stop that. There’s no electricity in the centre; the
supermarket’s running on generators. People move
through semi-dark shopping halls in search of dis-
counted goods.

Jan 20th — Jan 31st, 2023

| wander around the city districts for personal
mourning reasons. | take pictures of the buildings
that were destroyed and broken. Who will mourn
for them? And who will mourn for the cities erased
from the face of the earth?

April

| roam around the familiar roads. Just a year
ago, | was walking here with a friend. We played

cards and drank beer at that table. Now she’s in
Germany. This was my path to and from school for
nine years in a row. Everything seems so unreal,
so lifeless, even though the grass and trees are
persistent in turning green, and the spring air is
crystal clear. It all seems hollow, like a book cov-
er with torn-out pages. High apartment buildings
stare at me, miserably, with their boarded-up eyes,
like wounded animals.

Despite my melancholy, life goes on. There are
more civilians and more military representatives
in the city. They're everywhere. New shops and es-
tablishments are being opened. Cars, trolleybuses,
dogs, and trains break the silence. Teenagers walk
around, laughing. The air is buzzing with insects and
explosions.

At night, a falling star finds its reflection in my
eyes, along with a bloody moon.
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KBiTeHb

TuHACA 3HaUomMumu dopozamu. Tym 5 we pik momy 2ynsna 3 Noopy2oi.
3a mum cmosiom Mu 2panu 8 Kapmu ma nusau nueo. 3apa3 80Ha 8 HimeyyuHi.
Ocb yum Wnsaxom s 0e8’smb poKig Xxoouna 0o WKou U Ha3ao. Yce 30aembcs
HeCcnpaexHim, HeXxusum, xali Hagimb mpaea i depeea 8xe 8nepmo 3e/eHi-
lomb, a 8eCHSIHUU 8imep 6pUHUMb Kpuwmanem. Yce Hi6u nycme, sk na-
nimypka 8id KHuU2u 3 8upe8aHuMu cmopiHkamu. bazamonoeepxieku, Haye
NnopaHeHi 38ipi, CYMHO 8UMPIWAOMbCA HA MeHe C80iMU 3abumumu haHe-
poto ouuma.

Ane nonpu Mo MenaHxonito xumms mpueae. Y micmi ece 6inbwe yu-
8iNbHUX, yce 6inbwe gilicbkosux. BoHu ectodu. Biokpueatombcs HO8I Maza-
3UHu U 3aknadu. f[apuamp mawuHu, mponeubycu, cobaku ma nomsau. [yns-

oMb, CMIKYUCh, MidNimKu. Y nosimpi 2y0ymb Xyku U eubyxu.

YHoui 8 Moix oyax 8i06UeAEMbCA 3ipKa, Wo Naoae, i kpueasul Micayb.
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Cnouatky s Mana Kinbka eanainHis,
TaKuX cob6i TePMiHiB Y ManbyTHbO-
My, Y AIKi, IK A YABAANA, Y)KEe MOX-
Ha MoBepTaTUCsA Ha3ag, A0LOMY,

i Tpeba 6yae 3i6paTu peyi, AKUMK

1 cebe oToUMNA TYT: i LyKEPHMLIO,
60 BOOMA Taka posbunacs, | yau-
HUK, | NOAYLIKY, 1 ITPALLKOBe KaueHs,
i MaNeHbKUI CTONUK i3 BNOWNHOrO
PUHKY, i... Tak, Ui peyi MeHe NigTpu-
MYIOTb, 3aBAAKMA IM NPOCTIP XUTTS
(Him. — Lebensraum) cTa€ He Takum
uyxum. Lle 6yno y TpaBHi, Le 6yae
/'y BEPECHi, NOTIM HAaBECHI, KON KyMUMO ApiXaXi, AALA, MONOKO, KON ye-
KaTUMemMo BenukaeHb, a NoTim... LLocb 6yae, Mn NPoCTO He NNaHyBaTUMEMO
6inble. Xutumemo TyT i 3apas.

Y niotomy 2023 poKy My 3i6panu HOBY 3yCTPiy 3 YKPATHCHKMMU XKiHKaMH,
W06 BU3HAUUTM NOHATTA BiliHW Ta MUpy. LIMM NOHATTAMN CNEKyIOE arpe-
COp, HAMarakuncb HaB'A3aT HaM MUP, AIKMIA He € HUM. Tpumyc, HecBo60pa,
L0 3aBrOAHO, ane He Mup. A SKWIA BiH, MUP? K MU 11070 YSIBNSEMO?

OneHa: f Hikonu He 36upanacs 6 emizpayito, ane dosenocsa y 2022 poyi
eeakyleamucs yepe3 mepumopito KpaiHu, ska Ha Hac Hanana. f xuna nie

poky & Imanii, 3apa3 mewkaro 8 Kuesi, wjob6 pasom i3 HaWow op2aHi3auyiero
donomazamu XiHkam-BIMO i mum, ki nocmpaxoanu 8id Hacunns.

IpuHa: 4 3 JlyeaHcbkoi o6nacmi, nomim xuna 8 Xapkosi. BitiHa no-
yanacs ons meHe we y 2014 poui. ¥ 2022-my s eumyweHa 6byna suixamu
8 Imanito, de npoxuna n'amb micayie, a nomim nogepHynacs 0o Kuesa. 3a-
pas npauyr 8 MbKHapOOHIU 2yMaHimapHiu opa2aHizayii. Moe im’a 3Ha4yumo
Mup, i 51 8cim cepuem npazHy mupy U po6/k 8ce, W06 Lio2o docszmu.

KatepuHa YcmeHueBa: S esakyreanacs 3 Xapkosa, 00 4b0o20 piK Ko-
opouHysana nozicmuky docmasku ki nio yac siliHu y npoekmi «Ready-to-
eat» (xni6 i KoHcepsu 0719 HYKAEHHUX).

TetaHa: Esakyrosanucs 3 0imbmu y OpaHkgypm, de xusemo mauxe pik.
Mu i3 cyciokor 00nomazaemo yKkpaiHyam o6’edHysamucs ma adanmyeamucs.

Anina: Egakyrosanacs 3 Kueea.

BikTopis: f 3 Kuesa, npaytosana e nikapHi U Medu4yHomy cynpogooi.
Al 00 ybo20 He byna 8 €eponi, €aHaenicMcbka op2aHi3ayis npueesna
Ctodu. Ha 6asi yiei yepkau op2aHizyeanu wkoay 018 Hawux dimet. Tamo
xomie cuHa Bikmopa, momy meHe Ha3zeanu Bikmopis, w06 6oponacs u ne-
pemazana.

At first, | had several deadlines, a kind of future
dates when, as | imagined, | could go back home and
would have to gather the things that now surround
me here — the sugar bowl, because the one at
home broke, and the kettle, and the pillow, and the
toy duck,and a small flea market table,and... Indeed,
these things support me; thanks to them, my living
space (German: Lebensraum) becomes less alien.
One deadline was in May, one in September, then
in spring, when we usually buy yeast, eggs, milk and
await Easter, and then... There will be something;
we just won't plan anymore. We'll live here and now.

In February 2023, we organised a new meet-
ing with Ukrainian women to define the concepts
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of war and peace. The aggressor is exploiting these
concepts, trying to impose a peace that is not
peaceful in any way. It's coercion, deprivation of
freedom, anything else but not peace. But what is
peace? How do we see it?

Olena. | never intended to emigrate, but in
2022, 1 had to evacuate through the aggressor’s ter-
ritory. | lived in Italy for six months and now dwell in
Kyiv; our organisation helps IDP women and those
affected by violence.

Iryna. Originally, 'm from the Luhansk region,
then | lived in Kharkiv. For me, the war started back
in 2014.1n 2022,1 had to leave for Italy, where | lived
for five months and then returned to Kyiv. | currently

work in an international humanitarian organisation.
My name means ‘peace, and with all my heart, | long
for peace and do everything to achieve it.

Ekateryna Usmienstseva. | evacuated from
Kharkiv; before that, I'd been coordinating the
logistics of food delivery during the war in the
‘Ready-to-eat’ project for a whole year (we distribut-
ed bread and canned goods for those in need).

Tetiana. | evacuated with children to Frankfurt,
where we've been living for almost a year. My neigh-
bour and | help Ukrainians unite and adapt.

Alina. Evacuated from Kyiv.

Viktoriia. | am from Kyiv; | worked in a hospital
and medical support. | had never been to Europe

before, but an evangelical organisation brought me
here. Based on this church, we organised a school for
our children. My father wanted a son named Viktor,
but my parents had a girl and named me Viktoriia, so
that | could fight and win.

Olha. | am from Kharkiv; now | live in Lisbon.

Anna-Maria. | live in Bern. It’s not a huge city,
but it has a parliament. | often visit Turkey — my
husband’s originally from there. In Antalya, there
are so many Ukrainians and Russians now, that the
government adopted a housing law saying that in
one district Ukrainians and Russians can own only
up to 10% of the estate, so that Turks do not end
up outnumbered.
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Onbra: [ 3 Xapkoea, 3apa3s xuay 8 /1icaboHi.

AHHa-Mapis: f xuey 6 bepHi. bepH — Hesefluke micmo, ane mam € nap-
nameHm. Yacmo 6ysaro 8 TypeuyuHi — miti Yonosik 38idmu. B AHmanii 3apa3
mak 6a2amo ykpaiHyie ma pocisiH, MoX yxeanunu 3aKOH, W0 8 00HOMY
pauoHi He Moxxe 6ymu eukynaeHo noHad 10 % keapmup yKpaiHysmu a6o po-
CiSHamu, Wo6 MypKu He OMUHSAIUCS 8 MeHWOoCmi.

rangi: Moe im’s Adenbealio — dyxxe mpaduyiliHe, 3apa3 HemnonynsipHe.
[MosHUM iMeHemM MeHe Ha3ueasnu nauwe gyumeni, AKi MeHi He dyxe M0006a-
nucs, a opy3i ma pioHi knuuymb meHe [atidi. 1 3 MioHxeHa, 6yna auumerb-
KO hpaHuy3bKoi ma imaniticbkoi Mo i (hizkynbmypu.

OkcaHa: 4 3i /Ibgosa.
Taicif: BiHHUUA.

Onbra: 4 3 Kuesa, xusy y ®paHkgypmi, npaytoeana e anmeyi, 3apas
X00XY Ha iHme2payiliHi Kypcu.

MapuHa: [ 3 XepcoHa, npaytoeana 8 Wkoi, 3apas 3alimarcs 8010Hmep-
Cmeom, 2ymaHimapkor, Hagyar dimeu pioHOI MogU, 00NOMAa2ai0 poOUHaM
i3 XepcoHa 3 xumnaom ma adanmayieto.

OneHa: 3 XepcoHa, xusy y ®paHkpypmi, 6pana yyacmp y MauoaHi
Ha XepCOHWUHI y 2014-my, po32aHANU MimywokK, donomazanu iticbkogum,
803U/U 3 40/108iKOM HA hpoHmM donomogay, niompumyeanu BMO 3 «/1JHP».
He sipuna y eitiHy, 3aeepwusna 19-20 110mM020 peMoHM, 8uU8e3/u 8iciM POOUH
i3 XepcoHa. (MapuHa — mos mama.) 3atimanucsa 3 dimbmu: dimu 3 Xapkoea
mMantoeanu pakemu, ase n1ocmynoeo YopHe cmaeasno Koaboposum. Y Xepco-
Hi 3apa3 He6e3neyHo, asne NaaHy nosepmamucs d000My, WOUHO ye 6yde
MoXxnueo. 1 adsokam, nuwy 6e30n1amHo N0308u A0 Cydy 0719 muXx, Komy ue
nompi6Ho. fJidycb 8upiwue meHe Hazgamu AnboHa, ane 3anucanu ik OneHy,
npome 8ci 38ymb AbOHOI0.

Mapis: 1 suknadauka Himeybkoi 3 leaHo-®paHkiecbka. Hapodunacs
8 XpUCMUSIHCbKIU poOuHi, e 6abycto mex 38anu Mapieto. 1 xomina doyky
Hazeamu Mapieto, ane yonosik by npomu, momy obpanu im'a IpuHa. Ane
y 30 pokie 8oHa 3i3Hanacs, wo yomych giddysae cebe Mapieio (xoua He 3Ha-
n1a Npo Moi naaHu).

fliaHa: 3 Kuesa. Y ®pankypmi 3 2012 poky, mym yxe 0a8HO Npaykoe
Mil yonosik, i A nepeébpanaca ctodu. lomozocnodapka, mama 080x dimel,
3 moyamky eiliHu Hamazanacs donomazamu cim iHiyiamueam 0514 dimeu
(HasyaHHsA Himeybkoi ma iHwe). IM’a [liaHa 6ambKu 3HAUWU 8 KHUXUY, AKY
MpUHIc cycio.

Heidi. My name is Adelheid — it's a very tradi-
tional, yet currently unpopular name. Only teachers
who | didn't really like called me by my full name;
friends and family call me Heidi. | am from Munich; |
used to be a teacher of French and ltalian and phys-
ical education.

Oksana. I'm from Lviv.

Taisiia. Vinnytsia.

Olha. I'm from Kyiv and | used to work in a phar-
macy, now | live in Frankfurt and attend integration
courses.

Marina. I'm from Kherson, | worked in a school,
now I'm involved in volunteering and humanitari-
an work, | teach children our native language and
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help families from Kherson with housing and adap-
tation.

Olena. I'm from Kherson, living in Frankfurt; |
participated in the Maidan protests in Kherson in
2014, helped disperse provocateurs, supported the
military; my husband and | provided assistance to
the front and helped internally displaced people
from the so called Luhansk People’s Republic and
Donetsk People’s Republic. | didn’t want to believe
in war, so we finished renovating our home on Feb-
ruary 19th; later we evacuated eight families from
Kherson. (Marina is my mother.) | became involved
with children: kids from Kharkiv painted missiles,
but gradually those black pictures became colourful.

It is still dangerous in Kherson, but | plan to return
home as soon as possible. I'm a lawyer, so | write
lawsuits for those who need it, free of charge. My
grandfather wanted to name me Alona, and every-
one calls me Alona, but | was registered as Olena.
Maria. I'm a teacher of German from
Ivano-Frankivsk. | was born into a Christian fami-
ly, my grandmother’s name was also Maria. | want-
ed to name my daughter Maria too, but my husband
was against it, so we named her Iryna. But at the age
of 30 she confessed that she somehow felt like
Maria (although she didn’t know about my intention).
Diana. I'm from Kyiv. Since 2012 I've been in
Frankfurt: my husband has been working here for a

long time, so | moved here. I'm a housewife, we have
two children; as the war started, | began supporting
different initiatives for children (teaching German, for
instance,and some other activities). My parents found
the name Diana in a book brought by a neighbour.
Natalia. Originally from Kyiv, currently in
Frankfurt. | did not believe there would be a war.
First | went to Cherkasy, and later evacuated through
Moldova. My relatives’ kids were born in Russia and
had no valid Ukrainian documents at that moment
(their Permanent Residency Cards had expired).
Initially, we came here to stay with our friends. |
used to be a designer and a seamstress, now | pro-
vide free courses on sewing and clothing repair. My
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Hatans: 3 Kuesa. 3apa3 y ®paHkgypmi, He gipuna, wo 6yoe gitiHa. Cro-
yamky auixana e Yepkacu, nomim esakytoganucs yepesz Mondosy. Y dimel po-
duuie (aki Hapodunucs 8 Pocii) He 6yno akmyanbHUX yKpaiHCbKUX OKyMeH-
mie (MMM 6yna npomepmiHosaxa), ciodu npuixanu 4o 3HALOMUX COYAMKY.
Mpaytosana KOHCMPYKMOPOM WEAaybKUX 8Upo6is, Weaykor, 3apa3 nposo-
0Xy 6e30nn1amHi Kypcu i3 wumms U peMOHMy8aHHs 00s2y. bambko xomie
Haseamu Hadieto, a mama di3Hanacs, Wo Koauch y Hbo20 byna disyuHa Ha-
dis, momy obpanu im'a Hamans.

EneoHopa: MeHcioHepka, 75 pokie, npuixana y ®paHkgypm Ao no-
opyau. Xuna y Hinpi ma Kuesi, cuH mewkae nio Kuesom. Hapodunacs
8 Hosocubipcbky, do IHinpa npuixana 3 40/M08iKOM, K020 Mepesenu
no po6omi. Copomunacs 2080pumu yKpaiHCbKOK 4Yepe3 MOMUJKU, ane
ceidomo npuliHAna YkpaiHy e cepuyi. Beaxaw cebe wupot yKpaiHkoro,
6epy yuacmb y xummi Hawoi 2pomMadu mym i 0onomazar ik Moxy. Xouy
nosepHymucs 0odomy. MeHe Hazeanu Ha yecmb EneoHopu Py3eenbm. Yci
Hasusawomb Ens.

Taicifi: 3 Kueea, 3apa3 y ®paHkgypmi, koneaa EneoHopu.
OneHa 3iHeHKo: 1 3 Xapkosa, cnoyamky nepeixanu 9o /lbgosa. Lle po-

MAaHMUuYHa icmopis: Mu Yekanu, koau 3 Xapkoea euioe xnoneyb MO€EI AOHb-
Ku (8iH i3 6azamodimHoi cim’T), i romim pasom noixanu dani. Licmb MuxHi8

6yna 3 0oHbkamu 8 onbwi, momim niomeepounu Moo 3asieky 00 yHigepcu-
memy BiadpiHa y ®paHkgypmi-Ha-00depi.

KatepuHa NapiHa: Y3azani g 3 [JoHeybka, 3 NidNimKo8o20 8iky xuna
8 Kpamamopcbky. Yomupu poku momy nepeixana do lpaau, Hagyarcw y Kap-
N080My yHigepcumemi.

MoTiM noyanocs 06roBOPeHHs BilHU Ta MUPY. [lyMKW B KONax Cnanaxysa-
NN: BAXKO 6YTM He Tam, fie XoueLl. BiilHa — Le cMepTb, KaniLTBO, XiHKM He 6a-
yaTb YONOBIKIB, AiTK — 6ATbKIB, PO3AineHi Cim'l. TOpAICTb 3@ HALWMX XNONUKKIB
Ha PPOHTI, 3@ BCiX NtOAIEN Y KOXXHOMY CENi I MiCTEUKY, XTO 0MOMAra€ ik MOXe.
Mu Taka cunbHa HaLis, M1 MBUMOCS HA HALy iCTOPI MO-IHWOMY, TOMY i1 BU-
ctoanun. Ha poHT igyTb Kpalui, yMoTMBOBaHI Ntoaun. HaBiTb y poCinCbKOMOB-
HOMY XepCoHi 30 XMONUIB 3arnHyNu, 3aXnLiaoun AHTOHIBCbKII MICT, TOBGTO
HEe MPUNHANK POCiK0 «3 PO3NPOCTEPTUMU 06iMMamMu». Mu 3MiHUANCS, CTanK
CUNbHiWMMK. baraTto iHO3eMLiB | HaBiTb ETHIYHMX POCisH (AK-OT rocnoguHs
[I0MY, 16 M KM TiB POKY) WMPO NiATPMMYIOTb YKpaiHy i yKpaiHuis. Mone-
peay Hac yekae Lie 6inblue poboTH, HiX 3apas.

Konwn ntogun nuwyTb AncepTaLii abo iHWi HAyKOBI JOCMIAKEHHS, BOHU CNO-
yaTKy NPOMNOHYIOTb BU3HAUEHHS NOHATD. Y XNTTi TaK He BYBAE: M HE MOXEMO
NOrOAMTUCS 3 BU3HAUEHHAM GYAb-SKOTO MOHATTS, He Matoun AOCBIAY WOro ne-
PeXMUBaHHS. MU MOXeMO onmucaTy, Lo Take AiM, CTif, xabka, 03epo, faTh Bu-
3HAYEHHA LM NOHATTAM Ha OCHOBI 6araTboX Pi3HUX [OMIB, CTONIB, )XabOK, 03ep.

father wanted to name me Nadiia, but my mother
found out that he once had a girlfriend named Na-
diia, so they named me Natalia.

Eleonora. I'm seventy-five years old, and I'm re-
tired; | came to Frankfurt to stay with a friend. | used
to live in Dnipro city and in Kyiv, my son now lives
near Kyiv. Born in Novosibirsk, | moved to Dnipro city
with my husband who got transferred for work. | was
ashamed to speak Ukrainian because of my mistakes
but willfully embraced Ukraine in my heart. | consider
myself a true Ukrainian, participating in our commu-
nity life here and helping to the best of my abilities.
| want to return home. | was named after Eleanor
Roosevelt, everyone calls me Elya.
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Taisiia. I'm from Kyiv, but currently live in
Frankfurt, a colleague of Eleonora.

Olena Zinenko. I'm from Kharkiv; first we moved
to Lviv. It's a romantic story actually: we were wait-
ing for my daughter’s boyfriend to join us (he’s from
a large family), then we left Kharkiv and travelled
together. | spent six weeks with my daughters in
Poland, and then my application to the European
University Viadrina in Frankfurt an der Oder was
confirmed.

Kateryna Larina. Originally from Donetsk, | have
lived in Kramatorsk since my teenage years. Four
years ago, | moved to Prague, and now I'm studying
at Charles University.

Then there was a discussion about war and
peace. Thoughts that proved that it’s hard to be
where you don't want to be were triggered in the
discussion circles. War is death, mutilation, women
without their men, children without their parents,
separated families. It's also a pride for our men at the
front, for all the people in every village and town
who do what they can to help. Our nation is incredi-
bly powerful,now we perceive our history from a dif-
ferent perspective,and that’s what makes us prevail.
Our best, deeply motivated people go to the front.
Even in Kherson, known to be a Russian-speaking
city, 30 fighters died defending the Antonivka Road
Bridge — which means that they did not welcome

Russia ‘with open arms. We've changed and grown
stronger. Many foreigners and even ethnic Russians
(Like the hostess of the house where we lived for six
months) sincerely support Ukraine and Ukrainians.
[t's a lot of work now, but even more to come.

When people write dissertations or other scien-
tific works, they first propose definitions of concepts.
This is not the case in life: we cannot agree on the
definition of any concept without experiencing it first.
We can describe what a home, a table, a frog, a lake
are, and give definitions of those concepts based on
many different homes, tables, frogs, and lakes.

Do we have time to describe 100-500 wars
and define war in Ukraine as a concept? This is
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Konn mu migcymoByBanu, Hawa rocta, ekcneptka Jlirk XiHOK 3a mup o MO
i ceoboay Famai MaHLONLT, ckazana: «Lle 6y1o dyxe uikaso, 1 6auy, wo ys P u
8ilIHa Oy)ke 8NIUHYNA HA 8AWI XUMMS, Ue He CMIfbKU Mpo NOAIMUKY, CKiflb- ‘
Ku npo xumms. Al noyysarcs OugHo, 60 npuixana 3 6e3neyHo20 Micus, b A ' o o cTo
i po3ymito, w0 mpe6a po3nogioamu eawi icmopii opy3sm». 9

AHHa-Mapisa CaHmKap, excnepTka Mepexi «KiHKW Mupy HaBKOMO CBi-
Ty», 3a3Hauuna: «1s meHe 6yno oyxe YiHHO nob6ayumu, K 10OAM 8AXNU-
80 6ymu y criinbHomi (3 pidHuMu, dpy3amu), momy wo 6a2amo 3 HUX NUCANU,

wo sitiHa 3anuwae 8 izonsyii. /llodel y pi3HUX Kymoykax ceimy 3a4yenusaa
00Ha 8efuKa noadisy.

OneHa: bydysamumemo Haw Mup, K Mu (io20 po3ymiemo.

ROUND—THE-
TABLE TALKCS
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Ha 3ycTpiui y ®pankdypTi-Ha-Oaepi My NpoBenn Lie 0OAHY OPUTiHaNbHY Cce-
Cito, KA NOEAHaNa B CO61 PYHKLiI hOKyC-rpynu Ta NiTepaTypHOI KaB'ApHI. Lis
3yCTpiy fana 3mMory OCMUCIUTY AOCBIA NOABIHOMO NMEPEeMILLEeHHS XIHOK YHaC-
NifloK BTOprHeHHs Pocii B YKpaiHy 2014-ro Ta NOBHOMACIITAa6HOr0 BTOPTrHeH-
HA Yepes BiCiM pokiB, 2022-ro. [ins po60TK MM 3aNPONOHYBaNN He 3aMUTaHHS,
1K 3aBefieH0 y (hoKyc-rpynax, a Metapopy CTony fK Micus, HABKONO KOO 361-
patoTbCA NHOAN — PiaHI, ApY3i, CIM'T, — W06 NOoICTK, NOCNINKYBATUCA, 06MIHATK-
cs gocsigom. Lis metachopa 6yna nnigHa, 60 Jonomorna po3kasaru ictopii no-
KORiHb, IXHbOI B3aEMOIT B COLjiaNbHii, KyNbTYPHIN Ta ICTOPUUHIN NEePCNeKTUBI.

CTIN. BA3A. BIKHO

Mot 2023 poky. Mu, XiHkK 3 YkpaiHu, HimeuunHn Ta LBenuapii, 3i6pa-
NNCA HaBKoMo Kpyrnoro ctony y ®pankdypTi-Ha-0aepi, o6 NoeaHaTH Hall
AOCBIf B icTopisax npo cTin. Tak, 60 Hawi 3ycTpiui B VKpaiHi i1 no3a il mexa-
MU MU Ha3MBaNu KKPYrAi CTONU», MAlOUU Ha yBa3i He odiLiliHe 3HAUEHHS,
a NPUHLMN, KON KOXXEH Y KOJli MOXXe pO3Ka3aTu BNACHY icTopilo.

OneHa: Y meHe 3 dumuHcmea 6y8 eenukul WKinbHUU cmin, 3apas ye
Cmin mo€i Monodwoi doHbKU Bacunicu. Y cmydeHmcbKi poku s xoeana myou
2opinky «Cmonka», wo6 mama He no6a4una. Y 4b020 cmosny 3aexou euna-
oana «Ho2a», Miti 4onosik Lio2o giopemoHmyeas. Konip cmony — anu6okuu
6pyHamHul, wo MmeHi no0obaemabcs. BiH doci icHYE.

Kara: Yomy mu He 3amiHuna yet cmin?

OneHa: 1 He Mo2/1a Kynumu Hogul, HanegHo, Yekana, Wo Xmocb Kynums
MeHi Hogul, a momim He 6yno yikaso tio20 MiHAMU.

Fangi: Baw 4Yonosik nepeixas 0o 8ac? BiH He Kynue iHwut cmin?
OneHa: BiH mex 6yg cmyoeHmom i He mae 6a2amo 2pouwedl.
AHHa-Mapis: Xmo kynue yel cmin?

OneHa: Mama. Mu »usnu 8 00Hil KimHami, ye 6y ii cmis, a nomim 60Ha 8io-
dana 020 MeHi. Y Hac 6azamo meb6nise, € we Kpyanut cmin Ha KyXHi, 1 dyxe
Xomina came makut, 60 3a HUM MoXe cicmu 6azamo ntodedl.

AHHa-Mapis: Y MeHe 60oMa XOM'sIK o2pu3 CMif, 8iH NPAMOKYMHuUU, ane
8i0uyearo, Wo Kpy2nuu cmia Kpawuu 015 CiIKY8AHHS, 6ibW 3amuwHuU.

Onsa N1.: 1 supocna 6 6yOUHKY, He 8 kKeapmupi, i 8 Mol 4ac KuauUMU 8uci-
JIU HAG CMiHAx y Model, ane 8 HAc KUAUM /iexas Ha Nidno3i U Ha HbOMy CMos8
cmin y hopmi eninca. Y dumuHcmei s HaGKpueana cmin NOKpU8anom i 2pa-
Na Ha Kunumi nio cmosiom. Y Hac 6ynu komu ma cobaku, 5 6pana nio cmin
uyueHsm a6o koweHam, noku 6ameku npauytweanu. 1 6yna wacnuea

At a meeting in Frankfurt an der Oder, we held
another original session that combined the functions
of a focus group and a literary café. This meeting
allowed us to reflect on the experience of women'’s
repeated displacement due to Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in 2014 and full-scale invasion eight years
later in 2022. For our work, we did not choose a set
of questions, which is a usual approach when working
in focus groups, but rather the metaphor of a table
as a place where people — relatives, friends, or
families — gather to eat, talk, and exchange their
experiences. This metaphor was fruitful: it helped us
recite the stories of whole generations, their interac-
tion in social, cultural, and historical perspective.
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TABLE. VASE. WINDOW.

February 2023. We, the women from Ukraine,
Germany, and Switzerland, gathered for round-the-
table’ talks in Frankfurt an der Oder to combine our
experience in stories about the table. The meetings
we hosted in Ukraine and beyond its borders were
called Tound tables’; however, we didn't use the offi-
cial connotation of this term, but the principle where
everyone in the circle can tell their own story.

Olena. When | was a child, | used to have a
large table for studying, now it belongs to my
younger daughter Vasilisa. In my student years, |
hid ‘Stopka’ vodka there so my mom wouldn’t find
it. This table’s leg was constantly falling off, but my

husband fixed it. The table is deep brown, and | like
it. It still stands.

Katya. Why haven't you replaced it?

Olena. | just couldn't afford a new table, | was
probably waiting for someone to buy me a new one,
and later the idea of changing it didn’t look appealing
any more.

Heidi. Did your husband move in with you?
Didn't he buy another table?

Olena. He was a student as well, and he wasn’t
wealthy.

Annemarie. Who bought this table?

Olena. My mom did. We lived in the same room,
it used to be her table, and then she passed it on to

me. We have a lot of furniture, there’s also a round
table in the kitchen — | really wanted one like that
because it can accommodate many people.

Annemarie. At home, my hamster gnawed at my
rectangular table; | feel that a round one is better for
communication, it’s cosier.

Olia L. | grew up in a house, not in an apart-
ment, and at that time, people had carpets hanging
on the walls, but we had a carpet on the floor and a
table in the shape of an ellipse placed on it. When |
was a child, | covered the table with a blanket and
played under it on the carpet.We had cats and dogs,
so | took puppies or kittens under the table while
my parents were at work. It was my happy place. Later
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nio yum cmonom. Momim yeti cmin mama HAaKpueana nasHow 6inot ckamep-
muHot. Ha HboMy cmosnia 8a3a 3 keimamu, yepe3 8ikHO Nadaso ceimsao Ha i
Kgimu, i 8ux00un0 2apHe 8i006PAKeHHS Ha Midno3i. [Tomim 1 3a HUM 84u-
na ypoku, ue 6yno dyxe 3pyyHo. Konu npuxodunu 20cmi, Cmin po3cosyea-
nu, 6yno eeceno, 6azamo xi, MeHi d0380n1auU cidamu 3a dopocaul cmin.
Konu s sutiwna 3amix i nocmano numaxHA npo me6i, 8 Kynuna noodi6Hul
cmin. | kKonu mMu tio2o po3knadanu, mo 2panu 8 HacMifbHUl meHic. | minbku
3apas, 3a HaWo po3mMo8oIo, 1 3pO3yMina, ujo Miti Hoguul cmin 6ye KynaeHuu
Ha yecmb cMosy 3 MO20 dUumuHcmea. BiH 3apa3 y [loHeubky, i 8 cnodiearocs,
Wo 8iH Yekae Ha meHe. Topik miti mamo nomep. byOuHok 6y8 3a4uHeHul
Ha 3amok, ane 3apas ys mepumopis 61u3bko 00 60LiosuUX 0ili — MeHwe Kino-
mempa. Cyciou meHi 2080pusnu, Wo dim 8idUUHEHUU | Mam XUau yKpaiHCbKi
condamu. | 5 He 3Hato, W0 mam 3apas. byOuHok cmoimsb, a wo 3i cmonom —
Hegidomo. Ik6u 5 6yna mam, mo 8iddana 6 Kty 8ilicbkosUM, Uj06 80HU Mam
XUU. IKWO A nogepHycs, dymaro, Wo naakamumy, ane ye 6yoyms npuemHi
C/1b03U. MeHi HacHU8ca CoH, we 00 Mo8HOMAcWmabHoI BiliHU, W0 8CA HaWa
cim’a cudums 3a cmosnom y JoHeubKy (3a Hogum cmosnom). [ymato, ye eiwjuli
CcoH. A cnodigarocs, wo mak i 6yoe.

AHHa-Mapis po Kari 1.: Lo 8u eiduysaeme w000 c6020 cmony?

Katsa /1.: 4 nam’amaro poduHHi ceama, sk 1 36upana nasau 3a yum cmo-
nom. 00Ho20 pasy 6ye heepsepk 3a 8iKHOM, MU BUMKHYU c8im/o U dusu-

JIUCS Ha HbO20. Lleti cmin y simanbHi 6y8 gaxcnueud, ane cmin y moit Kim-
Hami 6ye saxusiwum 018 meHe. § giduyeana, wo 8iH mil. Konu cecmpa
noixana, 1 3anUWUAACA CAMA 8 KIMHAMI.

Kara Y.: Cmonu 3miHoeanucs 8 moemy xummi. Mu nepenkdxanu, Kyny-
8asnu Hosi cmonu. HameeHo, minbKu KyxoHHUU cmin 3anuwuscs (8iH 3apa3s
y Xapkoei), ue 8id moei mamu. Lle cmin i3 kymosum dueaHom. BiH po3knadae-
cA 0ns 20cmel y eenukiu KimHami. Kpuwka cmony nosepmanacs U nomim
giokpueanacs. | suxoous kgadpam, a 8 3akpumomy 8u2/a0i uye 6ye NPAMo-
KymHuK. Ham mpe6a 6yna ckamepmuHa Ha cmin, ane mu He Mo2Au i1 3Hau-
mu, momy wo ye 6ys keadpam 1,9 x 1,9, a ckamepmuxa 6yna 1,5 x 1,5, Ham
nompi6Hi 6ynu dei. 3a mpaouyieo ckamepmuHa 6yna 0608’3k080k. Mu
po3’ixanucs. Konu mama nomepna, 60Ha 3aAUWUNA MeHi 800 Keapmupy.
Meb6ni 6ynu cmapi, yacie CPCP, meHi 80HU He nodobanucs. l no36ynacs xax-
nueuX wag i Kymoeo2o 0ueaHa.. Ae cmin 3aAUWUBCSA. 3a HUM MOMIWanucs
decssmepo 0py3i8 Ha Miti 0eHb HaPOOXXeHHS. fl 3aeX0u 8M08/1A1a MaMy UKU-
Hymu mi waghu, ane 80Ha 8i0CMOANA 3a HUMU 8e/luYe3Hy Yepay U He xomina
gukudamu. 3apas s 8 Ympexmi.

OkcaHa: Mos icmopis npo 3MiHy NOKOAIHb | 3MiHY iepapxil. Mu xunu
8mpbox: mamo, mama i . Tamo cudie Ha 20/108HOMY Micyi, Mama 6auxye
00 KyXOHHOI nAuUMuU, mo6mo Ha «KiIHOYOMy» MICUi, @ S Ha «KOUMAYOMY» MiC-
ui 8 3axuweHomy Kymouky. [lomim, konu mamo nomep, 1 3amana 20/108He

my mother covered this table with a white linen ta-
blecloth. There was a vase of flowers on it, and the
light that fell on those flowers through the window
made a fine reflection on the floor. | also studied
at this table, it was very convenient. When guests
came, the table got extended, and it was so much
fun — there was a lot of food, and | was allowed
to sit with the adults. When | got married and it
was time to think about my own furniture, | bought
a similar table. And when we extended it, we played
table tennis. It's only now, during our conversation,
| realise that my new table was bought as a tribute
to my childhood table. It’s in Donetsk now, but | hope
that it's waiting for me. My dad passed away last year.
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The house was locked, but now this area is close
to the front line — less than a kilometre away. My
neighbours told me that the house was opened and
that Ukrainian soldiers lived there. 'm not aware
of what’s going on there now. The house remains
where it was, but the fate of the table is unknown. If
| were there, | would give the key to the soldiers so
they could live in my house. If | ever return, | think I'll
cry, but with the tears of joy. Before the full-scale
war, | had a dream of our whole family sitting at the
table in Donetsk, at the new table. This dream could
be prophetic. And | hope it will come true.

Annemarie to Katya L. What do you feel about
your table?

Katya L. | remember family holidays, | remember
doing puzzles at this table. Once there were fireworks
outside the window, so we turned off the lights to
watch. The table in the living room was important,
but the table in my room was more important to me.
It felt like it was mine. When my sister moved out, |
was left alone in the room.

Katya U. | had so many tables in a lifetime. We
moved and bought new ones. Probably only my
mom’s kitchen table remained with us (it's now in
Kharkiv). It's a table with a corner sofa. We extended
it for guests in the living room. You could twist the
table top and then open it up. It turned into a square,
and in its closed form it looked rectangular. We need-

ed a tablecloth for that table, but we couldn’t find one
because it was 1.9 m x 1.9 m square, and the regu-
lar tablecloth was 1.5 m x 1.5 m, so we needed two.
Having a tablecloth was a tradition of ours. When my
mother died, she left me her apartment. The furniture
was old, back from the Soviet times, and | didn't like
it. | threw those terrible wardrobes and corner sofas
away, but the table remained. For my birthday, | could
seat ten friends around it. | kept persuading my mom
to get rid of those wardrobes, but she spent so much
time queuing up for them that she simply didn’t want
to toss them out. Now I'm in Utrecht.

Oksana. My story reflects the change of gen-
erations and the change of hierarchy. There were
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micuye, momy w0 3apobasaa 2powi, a miti cmapwuli CuH — oumsaye micuye.
MeHi 3aexdu 6yno yikaso cnocmepieamu, ik 20Cmi subuparoms cobi micye
3a cmonom («20n08He», «giddaneHe», «oumsaye» mowo). BoHu Hemosbu
npumipsanu Ha cebe mi poni, i ye 6a2amo 2080pu0 MeHi PO xapakmep /io-
del, sIKi npuxodunu 0o meHe d000My.

AHHa-Mapis: Mos ceekpyxa 8 TypeyyuHi HaKpueae cmin A5 4o/08ikis
y 8imanbHi, a 0N15 XIHOK — HA KYXHi.

Kara V.: Mos mama cnpulimana KyxHio ik micuye 018 20myeaHHs, a 20c-
mell 3anpowyeana e kimHamy. Lle 6yna He 8imanbHA, a 8eUKa KimHama,
y AKIU Xunu moi 6ambku.

AnHa-Mapis: [ supocna y LLgetiyapii, 6a6ycs i 0idycb Hikonu He 3anpo-
wyeanu 20cmet Ha KyxHt. Ane 8 60-70-mi 8i06ynuCa 3MiHU: Mama eupiwu-
na, wo 20cmi MoXXymb cudimu Ha KyxHi U ousumuca y 8ikHo. i 6yna cmy-
OdeHmKo. Mu inu Ha KyxHi, cninKyeanucs, cnepevyanucs, 06208opeanu
meopii. Y Hac 6yna eenuka KyxHa-idanbHA. fopinka cmosana He 8 cmoni,
a Ha cmoni. 1 Hikonu He 2080puNa NPO Ye paHiwe, Mox eawi icmopii nio-
WMOBXHYNuU MeHe A0 nepeocMUC/IeHHS M020 00C8idy.

IpuHa: Y meHe € icmopii npo dea cmonu. O0uH 3anuwuecs 8 J/Ty2aHcbky,
y MOili dyxe 3amuwHil keapmupi, y Hac 6ye 00UH NPocmip 0ns 8imanbHi

ma kyxHi. [lo Hac npuxoduno 6azamo 0py3ise, Mu 8id3Hayaau cesma, npo-
800U/IU MenJii 8e4opu 3 CUHOM | Y0/108iKOM, 062080PI08ANU WKiTbHE XUM-
ms OumuHu U 6a2amo iHWo20. l Cymyt 3a UM CMOJIOM, MOEIO K8apMUPOH
U MuHynum xummsm. Jpyauti cmin 3apa3 y Kuesi. B opeHdoeaHit keapmupi
08i HeKOMOPMHI KIMHaMU, 8 00HIU — MifbKU OUBAH i NiXKKO. Ha KyxHi KoM-
opmHiwe, i mam cmoimb cmin. 1 Hamazanacs 3Halumu H08020 CO6aKy, 20-
8opuna no menechoHy 3 4008IKOM 3a UUM CMOJIOM. [l MeHe 8aX/ueo 3a-
nucysamu cgoi moyymms, S UCana e1acHy icmopito, €8oi Mouyymms 3a yum
cmonom. Let cmin dueHu, 8iH He Mili, ane ys piy 8axauea 011 MeHe 3apas.

Onexa (yuacHuug): Mog icmopis npo KyxoHHUU cmin Ha Moill KyxHi. Lle
38uUY4aliHul cmin, ane 3 HUM NO8'A3AHI CM02adu NpPo MO€E AUMUHCMEO. BiH
cmose 6ins 8ikHa, Ha HbOMY flexana cepeemka. Ha HboMy cmosna Yawka
mosoka U 6ickeim i3 kpemom. Lie 6ye COHAYHUU OeHb, 1 6yna OUMUHOIO U no-
yysanacs wacnueot. Lie dyxe menni cnozadu. lomim mu 3mMiHUNU 6yOUHOK,
i cmin nepemicmugcs 3 Hamu. Mu cudinu 3a HUM yci€lo Cim’€0: mamo, mama,
mos cecmpa i . Cmin 6ye maneHbKUM | He 0y)ke KoMGhopMHUM 0715 8Ci€i po-
OUHU. Ane 3 HUM nog’a3aHuli menaut cno2ad umMuHcmMea.

IpunHa: bambku OneHu nomepnu, ane €no2adu 3aAuWunucs 3 Heto.

OneHa 3: Y moei npa6abyci 6ys kpy2nut cmin. BoHa 6yna dyxe cysopa,
i HIXmo He cudie 3a YumM CmMoJioM, 8iH CMOA8 AK NaM'AMHUK.

three of us: my dad, my mom, and me. Dad sat at the
main place, my mom occupied ‘the ‘woman’s spot,
closer to the stove, and I, safely cornered, had ‘the
kid’s place’. When my dad passed away, | occupied
the main place because | earned money, and my
older son took the kid's place. It was always inter-
esting for me to observe how guests choose their
seats at the table (if it's a main or a distant seat, or
‘the kids’ one). They somehow picked the roles for
themselves, and those roles told me a lot about my
guests’ characters.

Annemarie. In Turkey, my mother-in-law sets the
table for men in the living room, but the women’s ta-
ble is in the kitchen.
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Katya U. My mom always thought of a kitchen as
a place for cooking and invited our guests over to the
room. |t wasn't a living room, it was a big room where
my parents lived.

Annemarie. | grew up in Switzerland, my grand-
mother and grandfather never invited guests over to
the kitchen. But in the 60s-70s something changed:
my mother decided that guests could sit in the kitch-
en and look out the window. | was a student at that
time. We ate in the kitchen, talked, argued, and dis-
cussed theories. We had a large kitchen-dining room.
The alcohol was not hidden inside the table but
placed on it. | never talked about it before, so your
stories prompted me to revise my experience.

Irina. | have two stories about two tables. One of
them remained in Luhansk in my very cosy apartment,
where we had a kitchen and a living room together
in one space. Many of our friends came over, we cel-
ebrated holidays, spent warm evenings with my son
and my husband, discussed my son’s school life, and
so much more. | miss this table, my apartment, and
my past life. The second table is now in Kyiv. In the
apartment we rented there are two cramped rooms,
one has only a sofa and a bed. The kitchen is more
comfortable, and there’s a table. While sitting at that
table, | was looking for a new dog. | was talking with
my husband on the phone. It's critical for me to record
my feelings, so | was writing my story, putting my feel-

ings down at that table. That table is strange, it's not
mine, but this thing is important to me now.

Olena (participant). My story is dedicated to
the table in my kitchen. It seems like an ordinary
one, but it’s connected to my childhood memories.
The table was located near the window, it was cov-
ered with a napkin. There was a cup of milk and a
biscuit with cream on it. It was a sunny day, | was a
child, | felt happy. These are very warm memories.
When we moved, the table moved with us. We all
sat at it as a family: my dad, my mom, my sister,
and |. The table was small and not very convenient
for the whole family. But it stirs up warm childhood
memories.
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AHHa-Mapis: Y bapcenoHi € mpaduyis, Konu nid cmoaom 20pumb 8020Hb
y Memanesiti nocyouHi, a 1oou cudssmb 00eKosa U 2piomb Hozu.

Kara V.: 1 nodymana, wo mos mama Hakpueana cmin y KimHami, a He
HQ KYXHi, mOMy W0 80Ha Xomifna emekmu 8i0 pymuHu. A KyXHa — ye pymuHa,
00 mo2o » mama He nobuna 2comysamu. Ane 1 16K 20mysamu U 20myea-
na ons eciei poOUHU 3 MpuHAOUsmMu pokie. Mama Ha cesima xomina ceésimky-
eamu, a He 2omyeamu.

AHHa-Mapis: Mos mama Ha ceama dicmaeana cpi6Hul nocyd, kpacusi
cepsemku mouwo. | Mu maau yucmumu yet nocyo.

OneHa 3.: Y Hac bys cepsaHm 3 ocob6nugum nocydom. Mu tio2o 8uko-
pucmosysanu, i 1 n6uUNAa po3cmasnsimu o20 KOXH020 pasy no-Ho8oMy.
O0HO020 pa3y mos cmapwia 00HbKa cuding nopy4 i3 cepgaHmom, yci no-
nuyi 3aeanunucs, yeecb kpuwmanb po3busca. HaHs ecmuana 3abpamu
dumuHy 6i0 cepeaHma, mox 80Ha He nocmpaxaana, ane 3anam’smana
ueti MOMeHm kpuwmanegoi kamacmpogu. Mos mama 6yna Hasimb paoa,
60 860HA HeHasudina yi padsHCbKi Me6ni U Kpuwmanb, AKUU NOMpPi6HO

6yno 8ecb yac mumu.

Irina. Olena’s parents passed away, but the mem-
ories remained with her.

Olena Z. My great-grandmother had a round ta-
ble. She was very strict, and no one could sit at that
table; it just stood there like a monument.

Annemarie. In Barcelona, there is a tradition
when a fire is burning under a table in a metal tin,
and people sit around it, warming their feet.

Katya U. | realised why my mom set the table in
the room rather than in the kitchen: she wanted to
escape the routine that is the kitchen; besides, my
mom wasn't fond of cooking. But | love it. I've been
cooking for the family since | was thirteen. During
the holidays, my mom wanted to celebrate, not cook.
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Annemarie. On holidays, my mom always took
out special silverware, beautiful napkins, and other
proper stuff. And we had to clean the silverware.

Olena Z. We had a cupboard for special table-
ware that we actually used. | loved rearranging it
every time something was taken out. Once, as my
older daughter was sitting next to the cupboard, all
the shelves collapsed, and all the crystal shattered.
The nanny managed to take my daughter away from
the crash site, so she wasn't hurt, but she remem-
bered this crystal disaster very well. Eventually, my
mother was even glad it happened because she
hated that Soviet furniture as well as the crystal
tableware that required constant cleaning.

PPYTA BECHA

OUR SECOND
SPRING



PELIEH3IA HA KHUT'Y «r0/10CA B AOPO3I1»

Y kHu3i «lonocu B Aopo3i» OneHa 3iHEHKO PO3KPMUBAE YMTAYEBi He-
MPOCTY TEMY XUTTA YKPATHCbKNX XIHOK SIK Y Neplli pOKN pPOCiicbKo-yKpaiH-
CbKOI BiHU, TaK | HA NOYATKy MOBHOMACIUTA6HOrO BTOPrHEHHS B 2022 poui.
36ipKa Ma€ Kinbka YaCTUH, KOXHa 3 SKUX — Hi6U Na3n oAHiel icTopii, na3n
HALOI CKNAagHOI peanbHOCT. Po3ainn BiZ06paXarTb Taki pi3HI acmekTy
XUTTA Nif Yac BiNHW: Bi nepei3ay, HeCKIHUEHHOI AOPOrM — A0 CNOrajiB Npo
AINCHICTb, Bif XXUTTA N03a KOPAOHAMN — 10 PO3MOB HaBKOMO CTONy. HemoB
3WKNTI HEBUAKMOK HUTKOH), IMBOBIKHO NEPEniTaloTbCA iCTOPII, | B HUX Bif-
TYKYIOTbCSA BNACHI NepeXnBaHHA, NOYyTTA Ta CMOraju.

KHura nepegae BCi BiguyTTH, LU0 MU NEPEXMNIM Ta NEPEXMBAEMO: PO3-
may, CTpaxu Ta Hagaii, pednekcii npo noaii, Aki Big6yeanuca HaBkono, no-
uyTTA, AYMKMO...

«CBIT He uyB YKpaiHy BICiM pPOKiB i3 2014-ro. Bicim pokiB TuLwi, Konu
He Ha3MBanu BiiHy BiHO. Hi, He Tak, 6inblie Hix 300 pokiB», — Nulle aB-
TOpKa KHUMN. Bif LnxX CNiB WKIPO 1Ae MOPO3: CKIbKN POKIB BUANMOI Ta He-
BUANMOI 60POTLOU. TPMBOXHI LYMKM MPO NEPCneKTUBN MailbyTHbOTO, Hadil
Ha MUP Ta 3MIHU...

«lonocu B AOPO3i» — He NPOCTO KHMrA. Le XNBUI CBIT peanbHUX XiHOK
i3 pi3HUX KYTOUKiB YKpaiHW, AKi pO3KPUBAIOTb CepLA Ta ONi nepes unTauem.
ABTOpKa MaNCTePHO Nepeaae emoLii, atTmocdepy vacy 1 micus, 04HOYACHO
He YHUKaUN CKNaJHUX TeM 1 He Miafaumnch CNoKyci cnpocTuTM abo ineani-
3yBatu nogii. OneHa 3iHeHKO YeCHO PO3MOBIAAE MPO XOPCTOKICTb BINHK, ane
i PO CMNY Ta HaAito, AKi JONOMaralTb NEPEXUTI HalBaxui Yacu. Lis 3B0-
PYLWNBA KHWUTA HArafly€ KOXXHOMY 3 HAC NPO BaXNMUBICTb NOAAHOCTI, A06-
pOTU Ta Hagil.

«Xouy, o6 Mup He 6YB aHi 3MIHHUM, aHi PO3MIHHUMY», — MabyTb, HANLLK-
pile 6XaHHA KOXHOI 3 HAaC 3apas.

ABTOpKa peveHsii

Basinosa CeimnaHa, eukoHagya oupekmopka YkpaiHcbko20 IHcmumy-
my lpuknadHoi lMcuxonoeii ma Mcuxomepanii
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‘VOICES ALONG THE WAY’ BOOK REVIEW

In the book ‘Voices along the Way’, Olena Zinenko reveals the complex topic
of Ukrainian women'’s lives both in the early years of the Russian-Ukrainian
war and at the beginning of the full-scale invasion in 2022. The collection of
stories consists of several parts, and each of them is like a puzzle piece of
one big story — a puzzle of our complex reality. The chapters reflect various
aspects of life during the war: from relocation and constantly being on the
road to looking back on the reality, from living abroad to round-the-table talks.
All those stories miraculously intertwine, as if sewn together with a common
invisible thread, and reflect on your own experiences, feelings, and memories.

The book conveys all the feelings we have experienced and are still
experiencing: our despair, our fears and hopes, introspection on events
that have taken place around us, on our emotions and thoughts...

‘The world was oblivious to Ukraine’s alerts for the whole eight years —
since 2014, when the word “war” was simply muffled down. No wait, it's been
like that for over 300 years... the author notes. This phrase sends chills down
your spine as you imagine all those years of visible and invisible struggle.
Then come those anxious thoughts about the prospects of the future, hopes
for peace and change...

‘Voices along the Way' is not just a book. Here, the world of real women
from different parts of Ukraine, who open their hearts and fates to the reader,
comes alive. The author skillfully conveys the emotions, the atmosphere of
time and place and does not avoid complex topics, does not surrender to
the temptation of simplifying or idealising the events. Olena Zinenko candidly
depicts the cruelty of the war and, at the same time, relates to strength and
hope that help us survive the toughest times. This touching book reminds us
all about the importance of humanity, kindness, and hope.

‘I don’t want peace to be variable. Nor do | want it to be a kind of “political”
currency, now perhaps is the most sincere wish for all of us.

Reviewer

Svitlana Vavilova, Executive Director of the Ukrainian Institute of Applied
Psychology and Psychotherapy
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